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FPHe Conſtant Meditations 
* of a Man who for many 
ars built on Sand , which 
- b of crols Fortune 
3.C fac But now! he has 
- NEW F oundations on the 
«of his Saly: vation, which 
| T ſtor! ms Can ſhake ; and will 
agration of 
he - n time ſhall. 
- inc mo: 


. heart to Heaven: But by this prattic 


ſent then ſleep, and 1n @ ſhort tinge: 


_ Conld entertain his mind with ::So that wi 
ont any intent to publiſh thens, 1hey:ſupl 
* into this bulk you ſee; and brought ib 
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O U are to knaw, that the' A, 

(being no Scholar) had no ud) 
to teach athers, - nor othay vn 
by writing theſe ts Mid-night Though 
then by reviewing thens, to. keep #P bis of 


. , G 


grew to [ach a habit of Nightly Mediti n 
(at his firit waking ) 4s prov'd more pl 


wore delightfml, then 4ny other. Thy | . 


Conſolation, that he thought it Gods 
to bring him this way to Heaven, 4 
any Reader do find the like advanty 
doing the. like, be will have as'+. 
to thank God as the Author has, who 
fancy on work, this Way, t0 defend | ” 
from indulging ſuch vain Thowghts, 
and night did formerly i _ a. 
him wnto evi purpoſes. © 
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F©== To the Reader. 
na on this account, the Author was 
Erſwaded by ſome Friends, to tranſcribe 
weſe looſe Papers as they were firſt writ, and 
aragetber, without any method of co- 
ce_obſerved; {as appearrby the fre- 
repetitions of the ſame expreſſions in 
of them ; ) yet they wiſh'd him to keep 
p As they were, to ſhew how ſuch un- 
ned. men as himſelf, might better imploy 
err buſic fancies at all times, on the ſerious 
woughts of their Eternity, then to drop, 
to their Graves, without any conſideration 
ppt her they. are going. And the Author 
the. ſame account, was ſome time after 
the ſame Friends, (againſt his own ?ndg- 
) over- ruled and perſwaded to permit . 
ew to be Printed; ( without his Name) 
bogavt bins: ſuch Arguments for it Fas he 
add not refptt.; hoping "that: amonight” (0 
web ſincere nataral Devotion, ſomething 
«great ue may. be found to enrich the 
ls of thoſe, who are of no more capacity 
ts himſelf, who knew no true felicity, until 
learnt ta meditate on his Eternity, which 
ny man has ſome Taleuts to praftice on. 
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[4 Oſt men do miſs of the Bells 


they ſeck on-Earth,"B 
the Wealth and HonoursHt 
we gain, and-all our joys 
them, are. with our (clves ſtill periſhing: 
'the height of our- Fraftions "and 
little rime muſt all return unto the duſts Ve 
came from : Yet nothing does diſturb eh 
heart of man ſo often, and-ſo much 
pampering of it . with hopes of what 
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what we aimat , which: our: 4 
Magnifying Glaſſes repreſent: uno 
with ſuch multiplied Felicities, as dawly 
our underſtanding, and captivate ourxeas 
on with an expectation of what-we'ne 
ter find; "But fuchi men as can:ſcrithe 
zearrs 0: God, (above all his 'creatu 
ddelight in him, andhis Celeſtialjove 
vill find -a conftant Felicir cre, by 

jc | B =. _ 


x 72 + ' 


forfcha man can never want-ar- | 
nents to. encreaſe his -joys on earth, 
et t his po fecaty hd, paſt ſins do 
pate.new: joys for thoſe ſorrows; and 
IRS over-a-new tempration | a 
him fc. joys for ſuch fre. 

c Fn conqueſts. over _ and himſelf. a 
at.if we can ſet our whole hearts ſin- | h 
lyto delight-in God, -and his ſervice, | F 

way have fo many tafts of his\ Heavenly | t| 

_ py phe, and ſuch frequent glimpſes of that| di 
| par: we:cannot hide our comforts in| lc 
x y Ghoſt from our own hearts while 
fe ve; :and/when we dic, our Souls will 
yoyce to: fly into Chriſts arms, - for the 
anſummation of all our hopes, -all our 
unto Eternity. . And whoever doth 
merve, will find that the deepeſt ſorrows 
w fa; docs raiſe the higheſt” joys for our 
"A zoncitiation;;: and wHI prove- lleft 
Hhappincts on carth. * 


5 more we fearch int the ways © 
>-Devotion, the xc nog ſhall ſee > 
perineal find, Divine 


phy; when firedin the heart of | 
ine Lover, isthe Wighetann RE 
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| the. blefſeerieſs that's 
pable of i in this workd': 
faid to delight in filling. Wars} 
Celeſtial joys, that ſtudy him, and: 
a regenerate tnan to ſuch afenſe;a 
tempt of his-paſt life, thar heiſh 
arrive at ſo great a degree 'of Felici 
his approaches, and converſe withi 
Holy Meditations, as to lament # IC 
thinks of what joys he has loſt,* by 
dring fo long from God:* For the felicity? 
love God, and to be beloved of God, A 
pteaſant Mediration to entertain aj " 
mans heart his whole hfe'; dad a 
hins to ſpend more tane with God, bi 
all his createres. -. 2 3 . 
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| Wei ſhould alwayspraywid | 
tention of Spirit: in chat: 

dury u MB, God, and with fach :fer 
zeal, as if our Souls were that mo ws 
expire,and to carry our Pardon wit 

of Heaven.”. And every time thatiwierm 

4 the Holy Sacrament, we ſbauld'&g 

ag that we are climbing a ſtep nearer 
yen then we were before, ſO © ro 1h 

Foeliccs to. be there. And whoeycr M 
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>toread theſe plain Leſſom, [ 
Gees ſerioufly as to pradtice 
hem mea will -find more pleaſure 
bercin, thep he can fancy before he cries, 
e never tried” to: Medirate till now,) 
ie a firm, fixed, ratified Devotion, has | n; 
{Ages been experimentally (any c un 
2 the higheſt delightful diy erfton, that | 5, 
ic JEAT t of Man can Enzoy. ar 
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33 Elight in the Lord; and he will give, of 
1 thee thy hearts defire; that thou [1 
+ ill increaſe that delight more and | 6 
a his mercics and bleflings, in his |j;, 
--a1jd thy truſt therein, with a com-]c, 
xtal e peace of. Conſcience, until heJy, 
is thee unto the ſupream delight of all] x, 
flights,” to fee his face in Glory ;/ and |, 
matchen, roentertain thy heart with the |, 
| ul affurance of that Felicity to come, yal 
Frhe bighel deſire a man can have, by 
or atioual improving thy delight in God ; Ka 
X mbim:who is the Fountain of Mer- ” 
w_ j and Gace, continual j joys do flow. eq 
ons 3 - + __ FEA 
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E are to ſeek ——— 


W pray daily for Chriſts ri 


) 
neſs as our chief treafure, and not ro 
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bo 
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until our hearts be intiched with: fo wf 
portion thereof , to carry'us 'to he 
and in oor way thither, ſo to arm ns 
that no approaching evils _—— 
We are allo ro conſider, thar the Gy 
does not invite us to forfake the ple: 
{of this World, to go into a 
{(which were a hard leſlon) but to rene 
| frotm hence to inhabit Heaven', wick-a 
[its glory to -Erernity ; yer 'this natal 
-4cowardly diſeaſe of fearing to'die;” bet 
e born with us, is without cure, anti : 
IL] Holy Ghoſt do fall ſo on ns, anid divelt fo + 
d 1,5, a8 to Overcome our frailty by his p 
©Jand to make us ſec,and utiderſtandhic 
2 Jralue our Intereſt in Heaven on Chiriſtwace® 
ount; and by that faith, to raiſe in v + 
3Yach holy Courage, -asto paſs through th Ne 
raye with joy to our Eternal Blifs ; wh 
equires a Divine yalour ;/ beyond 
each of a Natural- mans: fancy\,: >. 
jt tance homaboye, 
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*Oft mendo-forget that our greateft 
- affair,on .Earth, is to: ſerve: God 
— Sen diligently, and pablickly ro 
wr - bim ; in the firſt place to ſecure our 
- dd Eternity by his favour, while we 
& time to doit: And in the ſecond place, 
d fe bllow our Callings for a Subſiftance,by 
gprovidence profpering our labour du- 
| gour abode here: But we do often in 
this, by doing quite contrary all o 
5" by hungring and thirſting aft 
p Goods, and ſerving God at ſpar 
—— as our leaſt concern ; unti 
of a Death-bed ſhews our miſtake 
Waco. For it is'a great preſumption” tc 
Dn ect God all our days, and expect ': 
© ro rn of Glory at our laſt gaſp, as a re 
dfor our neglect ; it is dangerous to 
Ke God lo. . 
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Emedid ſet out hearts to take ples 
Ein Piety, as wedo to improve. our de 
| p iein other things, we ſhould find 

ven. Gates would fly open to our ” 
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cere addref ſes,and perceiu 
. working it our hearts," Sith 1 Div! 


ſports fult-of unexpreſſible Joys, v re 
Sacred flame burns bright withinuss 
ſuch Emanations- fromehe-: Holy G oft, 
the greateſt invitations We-can Þ| 
encourage us to prepare. fora pla 
ven, and to-make us eſteem thoſe © 
al joys,above all the glories. of . 
where the greateſt Princes rermig el 
higheſt ambition to die.the Cy .G 
(or ſhould doſo.) - _— 


VHE 


Hat God hath revealodugl 
V Mid-night- alone, | all be 


portions in the next World : And 

repeat the ſame Comm ng 
in the day-time, which we had wit 
in the night , we may entertain@ 
fortable aſſurance that the | Je = 
was at firſt,” and is at laſt enh 4 
Divine flames within us, t0.cail Ok 
vated tranſported Souls to Heayen, 


bY | 


IX:: 


teſt Epicure :cannot- have fo 
mach pleaſure in" ſarisfying all his 
efnres, as a regenerare man-has #» hrs 
er row with Goa, during his devout 
; in'which he finds the Holy Ghoſt 
T4 bis heart to an afſurance of his 
wich Go, and giving his Soul a 
tfarabove all Carnal fruitions, by 
ery vittory over them. But this is 0n-- 
nte fligible by Pious hearts, and re- 
s a Divine Valour -to encounter, and 
weome in ſuch skirmiſhes with Satan, _ 
/Ec bp-refift the Felicity and Glory of 
flumphant } joys as follow everyTach . | 
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jo Coniider che God asks nothing of | 
n for all his benefits beſtowed (but 
wt of man) and thar nothing bur. 
$M the heart to God, and that 
d, nor read of any man, that 
;that ſincere Preſent to God,but 
re it back infinitely enlightned, 
ariched with treaſures of never fa- 
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ding blefſednefs; who can belie! 
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and omit to make ſu advant 
fent ofhis whole heart unto God 2! 
his Faith, his Love and Obetieton 
greateſt happineſs on Earth, \For:Wel ma 
in a way of ſpeaking . (and Lhope wi 
offence ) ſuppoſe the heart of» man's 
made Triangular, as three Seats, for'C 
the Father, the Son, andthe Holy-Gli 
whoarecall one God, as the threeC 
are one Heart, which can no! more Þ = mn 
vided, than the Godheag,.:Whe will f (FL 
when he arells therein,as to leave no Ge. 
for the World, the Fleſh, or the e 14; tes. 
abide there : And from hence it-is,, " 
God. forſakes ns, when we forfake-hing 
Whes we deliver up his Habitations 
hearts unto his enemies, when'We: hy | 
him out, to admit of any of thoſe Ring 
into apy corner of our hearts, we then ah 
front the whole Trinity,. (and drivea! 
all them, all him) to'entertain ahdcaun 
deſtroying Gueſt-, irſtead- of the. 


Life. 
7 x1. E, 2 


Od vill. not ſuffer thoſe Wee 
to live inthe dark ;. for if Gi 
with us, he wil make ſee that þ 


mathe bas: brought us where we 
wer gooutof his , and will ſometim: 
eus tart with a ſurprizing) JOY, wid 
Uncar us, as to give onr hearts a tafte 
mn Joy we ſpall have-in Heaven 
| infinitely increafed then;. and fa- 
| > oth: Eelted with Glory. How great-com- 
eetherimuſt this be, -when long habitu- 
athoncrs arc thus Bleſſed , thas. Conver- 
ed, and thus reconciled to God, by faith 
i Chriſt's blood, when God does ſo emi- 
' ently manifeſt his glorious. goodneſs, in 
Dares ang the. Souls of fioners, and power. 
-Fulb "oblling-us great. Criminals, to be. 
pee choſen Yeſlets, where himſelf vouckt 
todwell? To think fully of this, is to! 
| ak of nothing elſe in companion of thy 
urigrcart:concern, which now- begins, and 
r.afſares our Ecernity with-God, which 
abon e all earthly Felicities rhat paſs a- We 
ie Dreams; (As) whar-ſignities the 
erfins, Grecian,. or the Rowen. Empires 
<q 2 Where are thoſe Great, Glorious, 
Boa tering Bubbles naw ? Never worthy to 
_ No competition with the hi hex 
men indued with 
c, whoſe Immortal Souls art 4ec by 
it JOYS, -as Can only fic X 


whoa their anabitions her aan 
al with ſuch a lively Faith, as dothyar 
contempe of all-carthly-Fruizjons's* 
and ever ready 28 adopted Sons t 
with joy to paſs through the £ ; 
an; immediate poſſeſſion-of «Cronin 
Glory ; for when Godis: pleaſed ſet 2 
cend and dwell with-us here, itis t6 
our Souls they ſhall aſcend , Hy 
with him in Heaven. 


X 11. 


mito 


TE that has bend he Bell rj 


to the Grave, andlives —_— 
do well cocall te mind 'whar 
pTihen felt, and what Vows'he 
4 [to God on his Recovery ; and now. 
day to examine his heart, haw-well | 
performed: thoſe Vaws; and ap 
itter he now is for his next Surnmnge this 
her: For every. Bell that be hears o. | 
oll for others, is-his Alarm to: makt mk 
or his. day of Jiidgment: . A: concittt 
at, that noman' can gueſs ar che va 
ible cravert-of © dying 1etpairtn 
but. he that has felt them ; q as 
n now the Feliciey «hy 


I 


20 de, but 2m God has give 

- the= grace "to live = and to accuſtor 

; _ Ji  Srrtht frequently thoſe p: 

& # texrors of defpair (from wh 
fidthen deliver him,)) with ſuch bh | 


"gt 
by grace from above, as will exal F 


iis"Soul o_ -of ' thoſe dark defpairingg,'? 
Plot ds; r ire*in'a full reconaliatic di Me 
-to:Goc athii ſthour,-- ' 
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3 we believe Chriſt on earth did all tho 
"Miracles the Goſpel mentions, anqia 
_ by Faith fo many of all ſorts were 
exled of their Infirmitics , the ſame faitipty 
F m0 hints Will procure the like merciefert 
199 the ſame (Chriſt, now he is aſcended, an$C 
ff ainto' Godthe” Father, where he fe n 
ar | 0g TOK aud bears onr Cries,  anap. 
ly now to Cure our Leprous a” in 
rod Limbs, our Bloody 1ſues, 4 ” 
to'6 F out 61 many Legions of Devils tha - 
of ai with Pride, Ew, Luſt, Reven neqgo! 
6 \ Avarice, and all. the reſt of t al 
Krrain: Sa thar if 'we'be"now as def 
s to be Clired as they were then; anqpu 
xy ourfor Mercy as the did, we ſhagpu 
4 Molp 6 they, follow Chriffu 
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F we obſerve how the" Holy :Gholt 
net” workgon our Souls, 'whett our tincet 
Þ& votions do raiſe 0ur hearts to Heal 
d how much our fancy ſoars. a5gy 
ir own - reach in'Extalies of Joyz* and 
eleſtial delight at that time; we'-may? 
kexeby know How God accepts fach Su=y 
tives, aijd by none vs 
& ardenrc :defires to- repeat ſuch it 
&elles, as ofrerj as our affetioh and Tel 
ty does encreaſe by our devationg* 
n-God meets our ſincere prayers W 
I confolations, and” inward depet 
ance on -his -mercy- and grace, 41-4 
ighten our hearts with divine lavdg® 
Fing- us to 4 conitant Converſation wi 
, -by living a divine life 3\ So to weal 
from the World, and filtus withfuckt 
oly; flames/. from Hedven, as-nothi 
all ſhake: our faith; nor divert”. 
oughts':from- making Feady= for ali 
tey:thither.. But" ris-neirhee rl 
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well if 1 d treat God with 
L-as much reſpect as. we give to one a- 
Het ; for men-generally (when invite 
a great mans houſe) in comryon civis 
dreſs themſelyes to their beſt ad- 
ſuitable to ſuch Company, and 
ach reſpe&t and welcor, -as they 
ect there: How much more ought ve 
| _—_ epare and adorn our Souls and Bo- 
$ when we are invited by the gfo- 
IOU i Majety of God unto Heaven, and 
Yy RT Spirit are daily ſolicited to 
me, where we are ſure to be received 
lcomed by his Son our Savieur, 
lf the Hoſt of Heaven, with Divine 
K rel > vieable to-the dreſs we appear 
4 what we want of that innocent 
hiren s, we ſhall find the Angels ador- 
gd with there, his Son will make up, 
oyering us all over with his bright 
oo nt of Celeſtial purity. $0 then, 
eh men. whoſe hearts are ambitiousof 
8 Omament, "and: that: Honeut, : wi 
fonts pine ty 
eſo came 
in, making 

ready, 


ifio man ahi who hes faith © 

Bloud , aftlit Himſelf with —— 
fears, that he knows not how to-#e mi 
God acceptably ; for God ſees throug 
the hearts of men, and oblerran 3 


are ſet humbly ,and ſincerely to 
andobeyhinty anus ſuch be 
Holy Corte Bberr Souls + 


a1 they ls 
Sg 


| <f--wvy | 

to ine love-of 

welt 0 ir high and glo- 

EXtrace yaconſtant joyful can- 
on v b Godin humble Atdroſies, 
© fix our: eleCtion as the conſurnma- 
of God's prime purpoſe to adorn his 
SEAL ;<s þ ws with Pages rims 


6 him, ir} whom 
have al that Heaven and Earth 


oy 


- KV Uk 


FE, are to ſeek Gad, Jy -£0 
. ea ki 'till we find him, 


> be found by thoſe thacſeek kl 

y ought, and delights to be ſo 
t, that we. may. be ſure we have 
4 him that i 18, when.1 we Lao in 


and arefull al 
their difſſembled-/ 
ohialg eee apt | 
nocent (W hog ramed? they 6 
wet themſelves to "as 1 : they "> 
ſigners : And then, h | _ 
EE 


n betwen fach, anda truly Rewes 
nerate man, ther hasfound Bol adeed, 
and-d60s-converſe with his Great Mi 
in full rranquility of woe = '% 
expectation of 'hijs ys joyful -ſurre@ 


from the grave : 7POcT 
ay oy heart in Themidh of all} 


voly flam ſts, and when bis:Soul 
SEnC + from, thi is, .carly; viſit, it -re- 
whe Idea: of that delight the whole 
Io I Kill excixingthis Divine Lover 
eg peat. thoſe: Celeſtial, joys, 
© £ and moſt delightful:en- 
tainment- e,can, wiſh, for on'thisfideof 
_ Fe t for, d is the Centre ofa Di- 
be Lovers Soul, it cannot move-from 
without ſome impulſive force, which: 
ee fli Hot Te. to data unto. ;' 
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Ry 7" Tow frail is kymave Nate! that 
. W "can never be ſo much, pleaſed, qn- 
en th, as (within ſome time) n to. þE- 
4 D me weary of what we-moſt delight in: 
| 4 how one 6, gh greater frailty is it to: 

how to be ever pleaſed, and for 
x happy! but. cangor- ſer-quy;heasts: 
hcer Partengecdba it: Apd yet 


Ge re i ar RE 


ono omg "Tawan = X 
their rranſperts for: Heavegs; 

_ mens (0 r4i[ed, ſhould prove: ſc 
fixed |. as boldly dare;makeras m- $a, 
tan in their hearts again: (as-rhes 
welcome gueſt) where God did. | 9 EF 
dwell; this were.a dreadful thing. 
think 0pz, if the mercies of God werena 
tar beyond. the reach .of  fignergitay 
face. And from: .hence [we may: be 
that holineſs, is the pecadiar Lifnaf 
and that. we are raiſed:to- all « | 
Piety by. his holy; Spirit, who @ To 
ſelves can ncicher riſe nor ſtandion 
_ment in-his frour longer than fi 
ted.by-:the: ſame; Spirit, thus to.g 
tiumble thoughts of our —. 1 
ſrengrh. And yet we are not obligee 
reſt in ſach humility, bur ought 6H 
bour, . and to pray for more and'fx 
Talcnts of faith agd. grace; wills 
Greaſe do- rails. our- Souls: tigher 
F -pgs ry wr omen 

Lovers,. and not.to-be-g 0; 
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is de Thy Gator much, As 
W rmore zeal in prayer, than hefoes 
''6t can ſo'tive him with-our im- 
artut ate addreſſes, that He will turn 
p his face, and deby his love unto 
holly devored to ſerve andpleafe 
| But when we find our hearts pll of 
6h Fincere raptures in Devotion, we 
"affiire otur "elves they come- from 
K, who. doepever approve and accept 
pms ſacrificed hearts, as arc 
1ndlec I from above, and aremudch dif- 
pt from any-ſuch Enthuſiams as Sa- 
pa nefuſe; :only to infelt thoſe wa- 
ſg Hearrs, that/do fill incline to' be 
Tals” 


Soul 


Haven, and their Er h 
Worldly pleafires Wdgire way ). 
Divine tranſports, which flow fr 
Hah\Ghoſt within them. *And no "ting 


$+ 


| propertoineer God, asWwhen they 


at/ mid-night, before any = 


. cerns-entertain their hearts; for 
chearfully recommends his Sbal roGod, 
whenhelyes down to reft, will ro-higin= | 
finite comfart, find God ready torecelye 
his' firſt waking cjaculations 4 who-de-... 
gins theda with the ſame adoration, and - 
truſts in him, that he lay down tofleeps 
with: ſothat our mid-night confer 
with God, wil by cuſtom grow moe .: 
-pleaſanc; than ſep, and. will fix GoLg 
inc love onour Creator, aswill prog®” 
duce great: joy here, and ſome glin > 
;that Jos we ſhalt have in Heaven v for. 
God never rcceives our ſincere Addrefies 
without multiplying of his faronrs in _ 
turn by ſuch manifeſtations of Lis graggy 
-@3 will preſerve vs in his ſervice until: 
meet again, to purſue thoſe holy m 
tations, which will bring usunto 
Heaven, when we die. 
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| Y | Righteous man-is a Divine Philo- 
«i | i  fopher, that enjoys all his heart 
8: - £ao wiſh in this World, by his faith'in 
| iſt, Love to God, Charity to men, 

"purity and humilicy. And the Holy 
| Brod isthe great Chyrft, that con 
| allcheſc ingredients into "aro cho furnaceots 
" APiducheart, andthere, by Hizinflacnce, 

p ond: operation, produces t grand Elixir 
; of arae righteowſneſs, which preſerves the 
| mo Eternal; gre fouge who- 
' ever the Holy GhoFF thus 

| 4, will find the comfort: and: 
= : bar of his Salvation in this life, which 
_ with the ſerious confideration of his fa- 
re folicizy, will be entertainment for 
ale rime here, -and Keep him al- 
ready for his furmmons to Heaver); 
gd will make his paſſage thither as eaſic 
o the ons, 6 as it is terrible toan 
mirent finner. 
4 h- 


4 X X11. 
ET is impoſſible to fancy, and to find] . 
any Earthly - entertainment for 4 
heart 
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dick elevated devotion, is a felicityp -- 


that the Divine Lover only has ; 


 tamay eg with his ReſurreQtont | 
fin to grace, by a continual icoeſ® 
fion of growing joys, on the —— 
finds of his ſecond RefirreRion to 
at the day of Judgement ; whichis 

liar work in- the Souls-of bia-les-. 
oyed, to make them ſee that He is never) .. 
abſent from ſuch-as are totally ted! 
to loye and ſerve Him; for ſuch, 
only ſuch, can ſecurely enjoy 'God in alt: 
his Creatures here, and have himalſote. 
eternity in Heaven. If then therug 4, 
way thither, be ſo pleaſaacrto:alRi — ? 
teous ran, what will his Seraphick$ 
be there ! and how worthy-of our y* 
endeayours to live fo, that wema die 
capable to TRI of : thoſe "ous: - 
then. - , ' 9087" 


raft 21947 NATIL 

ve \FEn do generally create t to 
fright ther own hearts; as4 

do Childee, ROIEY Yizards 5-4 


"I . , 
do oab« ” 
& ant *Y ef q, | J 


aefſenger pre Fo Satay 
from © eur delights mro' 

loft ing flames. And then 'tis no won- 
In: habitual -impenitent finners, do? 
- flare back from rhe approach of, Death, 
- when{o dreffed. Bur che Regenerate 


- Man, has an Antidote againſt this evil; 


4 
Yet : 


nmons his. Celeſtial thoughts, and 
Soul in order, (asa great Prince 


| ſtate) incucled with: Heavenly'joys,, 


s his Nobility ) and is alſo attended! 
y;;crouds of :Guardian Angels , to-re- 
che ſame-Death,” with careſſes of 
ar friendſhip, who appears before him; 
ſin-bright gorgeous Raiments, as an 
fledor ſent from'theKing of Kings, 
o:cohſurmare wLeagueof Amity, and 
ive: him poſſeſſion” of- his new: Cons 
ef > with a-Crown- of Eternal "Glory, 
is fought for, and at-laft obtained 5 
at we generally miſtake our paſſage 


ATE 


; : Y Fee next World, and call it death 


© 


Hich is aſſured Life, (and that Erer- 
wal;) Ic is our fails, if we be frighted 
Tfthe terrors of torment there, ane 


rerlafting -joys>do anſwer every! ffio 
r hs- expectations, who looks the 
8:0 _ departing. Soul, butiag.rho 


©, Wha 4 


w ot Hrs ESE, tr 
: _ : , ' * . of : P__— + &> » - 
w4$1f'301 94 5 engl 6 ** Pi” ys 

£3 
4 


Co 


- 


momentary touch of a ſharp Lancer, 
that makes him bleed for future health ; 
So that men prepard for Heaven, may - 
Ichange the terrible aſpect of a griſly 

Death into a Divine Angelical form, 'fit 
ro be courted with a moſt hearty wel. 
come, who is ſent by God to conduCtus 
unto "Him, where every wiſe man 
deſires tobe; and this is 4 great mark of 
he Holy Gho#t on the hearts of. men, to 
4 Þring ſinners to ſuch an Eyangelical felis 
. Kity, 'to live ſoin Gods favour, as to re- 
q Poyce to ride on Deaths Chariot in Tri 


\i Þmph into Heaven. 

by 

” X XIV, 

v9 . 

d "END . 

i | A Pious'man'is never alone when moſt. 


alone ;but then takes more delight : - 
b n his approaches to God,then this World | 
id an aftord the greateſt Epicure ; for his 
3 | Pevourt heart is ever onthe wing towards 
7 Fhe Throne of mercy; from whence his 
4 oul is filled with Divine comforts be- 
-C Fond expreſſion, for God never fails to 
jos ntertain a ſincere Soul with high cenſoy 3 
> Mtlons. K. 
he 2» 
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J Atch thy firſ® waking thoughts 
'YV Y which will declare thy Soul unto 
thy ſelf ; whether Carnally minded, or | 
Spirituallized! for then is thy fancy freſh, J_ 
unclogg'd with Worldly affairs, and then 
the time to blow up thy flaming grati- 
tude to God, in ſome proportion to- | , 
wards what thou haſt received from Him 

in mercies, and in bleſſings, (though - 
ſhort in point of merir,) yet ſuch holy 
Kimes, ſuch pious ambitious conteſts , 
God allows of, and is' well pleaſed to ſee 
ſuch uſe made of his grace, by ſuch Di- 
vine emulations in the hearts of men, | + 
who do.endeayour to raiſe up their gra- \ 
ritude in competition with his benefits : 
But this muſt be in fuch humble Addreſles, 
as doth become Duſt and Aſhes, who 
can do nothing of our ſelves, (that is 
 $good) nor think beyond what we receive; 
=. andmuſt thank God for the thanks we giveſlqe 
him; For it is the Holy Ghoſt that excites 
and enables ns to ſuch a frequent and freeſr., 
converſation with our Great Maker ; by, 
- Which clevated zeal, and ſincere affecti 
2 — @n in our daily acknowledgments, w6 


ſhew; 


'Z 


E( 


fhew, that we have ſome taſte of that * 
joy, and ſome glimpſe of that glory here, 
.| which we expeCt in Heayen ; andis ſome 
Teſtimony, that we have not received 
' the grace of God altogether in yain. For 
no Man can give effettual thanks to God for 
| | his mercies, until he find ſome. aſſurance 
| | of his reconciliation by the. Bloyd of- Feſns 
"| Chriſt, whichis the Fountain of all mer, 
- | cies, and the great argument for our 
1 } gratitude to the Father of mercics, who: 
1 ] forgives tranſpreſſions to raiſe our gra- 
Y } titude to Love. | 


wy XXVI, 


ny AJ Foerer has ſo much Faith, as to' 
a” V create true notions of the Ho. 
3 *Fly Triaity, and Gods eternal habitation” + 
27 Fo Glory, and, Bliſs in Heaven; where _ 
hf he believes that Chriſt has. purchaſed'- 
138 places for all penitent reconciled finners z: ' 
Vethat man cannot chuſe but wiſh, and in- 
3VeRdeavour to be one of that bleſſed num-- 
16:$ber ſo redeemed from Hell, and raifed' 
fredfiro everlaſting Glory on Chriſts account: 
TYSBut how te attain unto this felicity, and: 
cLi-Fo find in our hearts that we have attai- 
weed it, is ourgreateſt work in ——_ . 
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; ” end our moſt joyful entertainment here, 


which is a pre-poſſeſſion of Heayen, 
much' as our frail nature is capable of 
with the Divine afliſtance of the Hol 
Ghoſt; So then, we muſt obſerve if our 
hearts are become ſo Regenerate, as tc 
find more pleaſure in our approaches tc 
God, and our devout converſation with 
Him, then all the fruitions this world 
can afford us; for then we ſhall find ann 
ward dependance on God in our own hearts 
feich as will guide us by his Divine guiding 
Zxght, unto the means and methods of 
attaining our wiſhed ſalvation, and with 
in.a little time cextainly grow to a muc 
more habitual delight in Piety, then our 
forſaken. ſins formerly were; and wil 
told our hearts up to Heaven, everrea 
dy to enter in, when. Death comes tc 
conduct us thither ; and it will be great 
Joy to paſs the pangs of a Neath-bed,and}. 
terrors of the Grave, with an allorancet}- 
that our Souls ſhall be with God, the 
moment that wedepart from this World, 
if we live Righteouſly in it... 


XXYII 


'Il 


find on a ſtrit ſearch, that we are miſ- 


taken in the Donatiorr of our hearts to. *; 
God, by keeping of a ſmall corner of our ** 


hearrs in- reſerve; for diverfions, only 
gratific ſome fair-faced appetites, whidh 


do inſenſibly rob the major part, until 1? 
-that corner have ingeroſſed the whole * 
heart z by which we fool our felyes, to *. 
think our All-ſeeing God will be mocked |; 

% ht D.3 ; with. 


5 we give our whole hearts to God;+- 
wherever we are, Whatever we do, 
our minds will be fixed on Him (the only” 
Centre of our Souls intrinſick happineſs: * 
I tis like a man forced from his beloved * 
companion , by ſome: great affair ; he» 
diſpatches it quickly, and with ſpeed re= - 
turns where he left his heart; And thus * 
4 we may try our hearty Love to God. Bubg * 
when trivial objeCts,and vain-diverſionss + 
| doeaſily withdraw us from his converſe, +» 3 
and then detain us whole days in idle» © 
neſs, ſo as to afford God bur ſome few © * 
moments, for our morning, and evening : 
Sacrifices ; we - may reckon that” -onr * 
Love bears theſame proportion-with-the_* 7 
I time ſpentiin. his ſcryice : we may alle 
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with ſuch thin Vizards on our hearts. 


Take heed therefore of idle diverſions, and 
pray for grace to become Regenerate, to 
ſet thy heart on thingsabove, which be- 
gets-truc Love to God; with Bleſledneſs 


here, and for ever; which eternity can 


never be too much thought on, nor the 


Lord who diſpoſes of Eternity, be too 


much loved, or too much feared; and 
if when welye down to ſleep, we could 
but learn to think that we might wake 
in- the other World; we ſhould labour 
to- live cloſe up to God, ſo that Satan 


"may find no time, to come between to tempt ;. 


and then ſuch reconciled ſinners would 
diſcern their converſion to be a ſure 
Teſtimony of God's mercy, and the Spi- 


x * ritof Faith fixing the foundation of true 
» - Piety, by which we muſt aſcend, as the 
F, - firſt ſtep of that Ladder towards Heaven. 


XX VII. 


"TT 


F is a ſtupendious thing, to think how 
3 : our corrupt Duſt and Aſhes, may be- 
# - exalted, when the Spirit of God is at work 


3n.the heart of man, when a great ſinner 


3s cleanſed: from his pollutions, and all 
” his paſt tranſyreflionsare ſo wiped off by 


the Holy Ghoſt, in the receiving ofthe# 
Sacrament; that he finds Chriſt born with«" 


—_— = —w.5z; ww,” 


fort, andto fix his heart on God, whoWill : 


' to his Glory; For if we believe -it tob I 


Soul can reach without his -aſliſtance z57 


Vi night Thooghts:- 


in him, and his Soul filled with anew: 
kind of Divine tranſports, which raiſe - 
him in Meditations up-to Heaven, by *' 
ſuch devout Addreſſes, as grow = | 
and higher in ambitious zeal to be negr 
God , until he obtain to be owned an- -? 
Adopted Son, and while he remains - 
on Earth, by Faith to ſhare with Angels- 

in ſome degree of Heavenly joy,- and to. | 
perceive ſome beams of their- Glory, .. 
which he ſhall participate of at the Re=-_ 
ſurrection; and until then, be here © 
feaſted with ſuch devout Celeſtial de 
lights, 4s will give him. an aſſurance that”. 
theſe are the marks of his Elefion, to comp. 


o 


guide his Soul through his Ferimags 
on Earth ( full of ſtorms, and ca þ - 
more dangerous) untill He brings him uns . 24 


Goſpel-truth, that our bodies are capas® 
ble to become the Temples of the He 7 2 
Ghoſt dwelling in us , we muſt al(o belien 
that He will manifeſt Himſelf ſo as we ſhall 
diſcern his being in us, by ſuch a Divine 
Life, with ſuch extaſies of joy, as no« 


- 
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zdnight Thoughts: | 
$ *y- if we praCtiſe to obſerve, we ſhalt 
- find will prove to be our greateſt conſo-- 


” lation that the heart of man can have. 
| XXLX. 


|. E talk of Death, as we-do of 

be WW Eating, Drinking, and Sleep- 

- ings ; and do flatter our-ſelves too much, 

_ by thinking we are as. ready . for the 
Grave, without a full conſideration, 
how nice, -and. great- a preparation 1s 

- fit for our. appearance art the ReſurreCtj- 
, on;- when our whole Lives here, ſpent in | 

- the ſervice of God, is not too high a price 

« for the Crown of Glory we then expect: 

" And yet few men do afford the hundred 

-part of their time, to become capable 

| .”o. .xeceive that- incſtimable Purchaſe, 

thich Chriſt has made for us by hisbloud- 

. And nothing is more ſtrange, then 

hat we ſhould: ſo much forget what we 

arcalways a doing, (which is dying) and 

Gods great mercy to free our Souls 

From: the Dungeon of this World, to fix 

them. in. his Eternal Bliſs, 
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"NOD. ſees our firſt intentional aps 
Caprocies towards Heaven,ſo that we 
cannot make more haſt in our Addreſſes 
unto. Him, then He makes to meet and -. 
welcom our ſincere devotions, with Rape : 
tures, and Extaſies of joy, to.encourage, * 
and guide our frail nature. to love, and 
ſerve Him above the World; that can in 
no degree aftord ſo high delights as our 
Souls find, when our whole hearts are © 
offered up. to Him in daily Sacritieay q 
while that holy flame laſts. 2 :.Þ 
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r greateſt concern, is: to live: ſo. 
- Righteouſly, as to.be ever xr | 
rodie ; - Which no man can think oft 
often, 11or prepare to much for, if hecinel $ 
ſiders that every: moment advances tore 
wards the Grave, through which :v 
muſt -paſs to Eternal. joy, -or Ererni FE 
miſery ; and is an argument. enough, ne | 
to miſpend our time, 6x#t Day avd Night "= 
call on God, for his Divine guiding Lieut 
ta ſhew ns. the way to Him: 
XXXU:. 
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TLeep 18s ſo like Death; that it is no 
,F wonder if we Dream often that we 
are amongſt the dead; for though we 
are not now viſited by Viſions as of old ! 
yet ſuch frequent converſation with dead 
- - friends when we Sleep, may be looked 
* . onras- kind notions from above, togive 
us ſome refleftions on the Grave, to- 
> wards which wedo walk as faſt in our 
* Sleep, as when we are awake, fo that 
-- Weoughtto.imploy more of our thoughts 
-- on cvecry minute- that ſo haſts on to vur 
- Eternity, then men generally do; and' 
2 by ſuch Dreams we may learn to cons 
& verſe Day and Night with God in our 
humble Addreſſes, to make us fit com- 
pany for His departed Sainis when we 
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EFF wecould atrain to as great Faith, as 
=& the firſt Martyrs had, we might have 
Cas much felicity in Piety as they hady-. 
Ewho rejoyccd: ſo much to leave'this 
World ,, that no torments could” deret* 
WEE > Lv them. 
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them from Teath, to - be _ with: Chriſt, | 

And if we could raiſe our Souls to fancy 
the Glory of Heaven as they did, we 
ſhould believe that nothing there, is (a 
dirty as our brighteſt Diamonds, where 
the beauty of Holineſs by Faith, as by 
reflection, does Eclipſe all the beauty, 

wealth, honour, and glory of this World, 7 
in the hearts of ſuch as are become Re- 
generate., And if our Souls were ſo ſan- 
tified, and advanced in Divine Love, as © 
thoſe Bleſſed Martyrs were, we ſhould : 
admit no Rivals with God in our hearts, = 
where He delights to Reign alone. And 3 
then, we ſhould find our God every where © 
with us, carefully providing for all our . > 
wants, and ſupplying all our defes, as- © 
if He attended on us Duſt and Aſhes, with" - : 
his Providence to guard us while We .. 
ſleep, and to watch if our firſt waking 7 
thoughts be ſet on Him, and to expect 
them as his due, and his delight ; as if - 
the Almighty courted us for favours, ? 
more then we do him for his mercies, |» 
and his bleſſings ; and when our Souls be- 
come thus enlightned by his Diving ® 
Rays from Heaven, we ſoall find ony _-; 
hearts. fo full of Him, that a Wilder ”, > 
#4 Priſon, or a Dungeon will ſcem # Tirong: b. 
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we*ſhall know no joy like having God 
ever in our ſight, with hearts fixed on 
* ourErernal Bliſsalready thus begun, 


XXXIV. 


F we conſider the extent of Mira- 
cles, thoſe we call the greateſt, are 
but as wonderful as the ſmalleſt, for 
every thing we ſee, all we think, every 
motion that anſwers to our thoughts in 
every part of our ſelves is Miraculous, (as 
to Duſt and Aſhes) and fo in the'ſame 
Ballance, we may weigh our Birth, and 
Diffolution, and Reſurrection to'be e- 
qually Miraculous. Butif we conſulr our 
own confciences, and throughly examine 
> ourown hearts, we may be confirmed in 
” the belief chat there is no higher Mira- 
+ cle, then when the Holy Ghoſt turns the 
- hearts of men from their'long habitual, 
* jdolized, carndl appetites, intoa Spiritual 
3 | affeftion towards God, with ſuch Hea- 
7 ; venly tranſports as do create the peace 
” of conſcience, with ſuch a ſettled joy in 
God's ſervice, as will accompany our, 
Souls from | hence to Heaven; which 


# Spyrienal Reſurrection from fin, © being 
God's 


ld will he var _—_ Goat ; and then: 
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God's workin' us; isa"foire mark of ont 
Adoption, and by this Miracle of mer- 
Cy ro become rthusRegerterdte, we ma 
account it the higheſt * becauſe of hig 
concernto us, to be ſo raifed from Hell, 
to Heaven; And a greater Miracle to 
confirm the Chriſtian Doctrine, noman ' 
needs to ſeek after, then what he may 
thus find ivy himfelf, if thas Ted by the 
Holy Ghoſt! and thusexalted from Re- 
probate Duſt, ro be the Adopted Son of 
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ety is the beſt policy, becauſe by it 
we obtain all that rhe hearr of mari 
can wiſh in this World, and the next, 
whicts every Pious man'has a great pro-- 
portion of here, and the Fool'only thinks 
he can mock God, or flatter Him; white 
he does only deceive himſelf, in hoping 
ro ſerve God, and the Devil atoncex to © 
farisfic vitious natural appetites; and er. 
joy Spiritual felicities at the fame'time; - 
_ as if the way to Heaven-were'thr 
Hell; Burif we'do:doubr whether Erer= 
nal happineſs, is preferable before: fhorr 
+ fruition og Earth, we may enquire of 4 Vo- + 
| | [uptuons 
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Iuptaens finuer when be: is became irnly Re 
8 generate, if be does not find that the peace of 
conſcience is 4 more conſtant delight, then 
the greate# Momentary gratifications of 
flaſh and bleud, For when he is ſo called 

Q an aflurance of his Sonſhip, by! his 

_ Spiritual comforts from the Holy Ghoſt 
within him, and ſuch tranſports as do 
afford Heavenly joys, with ſome glimps 
of that Glory, which he ſhall participate 
of at the Reſurrection; He will perceive 
itis the ſame gift of God, beyond .hu- 
mane acquiſition ; ſo that mans beſt po- 
licy is to lead a pious: Life, which will 
fully ſatisfie all his ambitions, and an- 

' {wer the higheſt affections his heart can 
fancy, by having God ſo, by whom he 
has all that is in Heaven, and in Earth. 
And whoever God dees thus give him- 
felf to, will find that he -has Him, and 
will perceive this is his Spiritual Adop- 

. tion, - to incourage and inable him toflive 
-..,. Righteouſlly all his days in more honour, 
--  Gloxy,. wealth, and felicity, then all the 

+ Empires of this World can afford without 
Tod: ſo. that Pjety is the beſt: policy | 
to cftabliſh our happineſs in this World 
andthe next: - Es —=— 


XXXV1L* 


XXXVL, 


re can be no comfort in thi 

World , beyond -an afſlurance of 
ſins forgiven, with a full reconciliation 
to God; and a& man can have ſurgr 
marks of his Etetion, then to find his 
former contempt of God, turned into 
Divine Love ofhim, wirh rhe Holy Ghoſt 
converting the Hell that was im his beart, 
into 4 Paradice by his' babitation there; 
which is an infaltible earneſt of Gloryzfar 
when God gives us grace to will,, and to: 
do his will, &y the power of his Spirit, we 
ſhall want no comforts here, 'and be allo 
filled with hotly courage, and a joylÞl 
Faithto turn the terrors of the Grave, 1n- 
£0: a-delightfut defire to be with God; 
which is a Righteous mans greateſt con- 
{olation. | ; - 


XXR VII. 


F a Regenerate man, bleſſed with Di- 
vine Love, do obſerve how the Ho 
Ghoſt works in his heart, at thetimeof * 

_ his ſincere vigorous Addreſſes to 
- Throne of mercy ; He will find that his - 
C E 2 delight. -3 


4 Midnight Thoughts. 
delight in the ſervice of God, does in- 
creaſe with his devotion, and that his de- 
. votion 1s raiſed. by that delight ; ſo.that 
his Soul. by cuſtom in ſuch approaches, 
does grow higher and higher,by {> joyful 
a confidence in God's favour, that'no al- 
lJarements can divert hisLove, nor ſtorms 
Thake- that truſt on which his peace of 
conſcience is ſurely, founded here, and 
this ſalvation at.the ReſurreQon. as ſaree 
_ Yer care muſt be bad that ſuch Elevations 
©f the. Soul}, way not grow beyond. thoſe 
Goſpel Rules ſet us to follow ; Sothat the 
felicity of picty may be ſometimes allay- 
ed by humble recolleflious of our own un- 
worthineſs, (when at beſt) leſt Spiritual 
pride do puff up our. hearts. with» ſuch 
Scraphick joys, as. uſe to. riſe from ſuch 
Extaſies- in devotion;. (ſo asto think) if 
Angels inthe preſence of Gad, do rejayce 
at the converſion ofa ſinner, what joy 
may that ſinner have, above thoſe An: 
gels? who is ſo much more concerned 
then they are, when he finds himſelf 
ſmatched up from the brink of Hell, and 
Þecome as an Angel in Heaven, before he 
arrives there ; Which is a kind of Epicy- 
gm in devotion, and may be too much. 
indulgee, if not acknowiedged from 
| : whence. 


whence it comes, with' ok and for fo 
great a'benefit received, 
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Cx gave us a ſure Rule to know; 
and ro ſhew out Loye 'to Ge 
which is' (to obey his Commandments) 
not to treat Him like oor: fellow crea- 
tures, with paſſionate words, ſighs, of 
tears, or joys, Fe by the” ſmcerity of ow? 
thoughts, " and ations, to ſhrew our obe. 

dience better thin by wehement extaſies ih 
devotion; though [uch- exterior declara- 
' tiows from the heart, do advance our 26a, 
they may decerve us with flattering % 44 
of our being better then really we lt WH 


. . "tis wot our frequent pr 
the Word preached birb aeliobr, ht, 


5 nor PR 


ceiving the Holy Sacrament wh cleve#- . - 


red Faith, that- ſally expreſſes, or denotes 
ſuch Love to God, ns He expetts from wis- 
but it is our ntrnoft endeavours mn all fe 

denials, towaris an uniferm obedience to all* 
his known Commaniments, an Evang els--. 
- cal ſincerity tn the at required, that” 


maitnfeſts our I ove to God, and. is E 


acceptable to Hit; fox thhugh our 
formances go _—__ Fort of our Dots; 
| E 3: Godi 
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God ſees our integrityzand eſteems us for- 
that ; our ſincerity towards obedience, is | 
very acceptable with God. | 
4 XXXIX. «2-0 


' FTOd ſees our frailties, and knows 
a J. that no mans fancy can reach the 

felicity of Divine-Lave,. but his, who «5: 
__ with.it from; Hims;. nor can that 
man by.words expreſs. thoſe joys that his 
tragſported..Soul. finds, inſuch welcoms 

as God attords in his Divine endearments 

td, his: true - Lover, - by: ſuch . Celeſtial #® 
Raptures, as do make him forget that | 
he- dwells. on- Earth, . while. that bright 
flame of. his Devotion laſts ;. and on his 
returFrom Heaven, while the thoughts 
_ of: that- Bleſſed Addreſs. remains, it 
jeves. him. to find that he is ſtill on 
+ th, - ſo. that. his -body- cannet mount 
= . upwards with his-Soul, to the Throne of. 
FF Glory, and fix there together. . 


wo 
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*F,Ow- weak.is our Faith, in the mat- 
'@& 4. ter of Death ;. and how. ſtrong the 
krailty of. our nature, 744: makes: a fear - 
to - 
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be ? So tocreate- 


to1g0, where we deſire to 
terrors in the paſſage,”when there is real- 
ly none, or if any, they are ſuch ascan- 


not: be.ayoided + how vain then-is icto - 


raiſe: melancholly-Clouds to Eclipſe: the 


Glory, and dull the joy we arc entring 


into, the moment that we Die? 


LP 
FIReat converted ſinners ought fre- 


&IJ.. quently to- conſider. the wonderful 


goodneſs of God, for his double mercies, 
who does not only forgive: all paſt tran(- 


greſſions; on our reconciliation ; but on - 
our futureobedience,our Faith, Love,and - 
gratitude; He-rewards ſuch great ſinners 
with: grace to obtain Eternal Bliſs ;- eafie 


conditions to be admitted by 's im- 
menſe goodneſs . unto this purchaſe of 
mercy, and reward on- Chriſts account; 
Whith grace we. muſt_\imoprove by riſing 


ſtill. higher. and higher in God's favour - 


for the future ;..and then we ſhall havea 
doable. joy in all ſuch: fruitions, and di- 


verſions, as we may.own in God's ſight - 4 
here, and atthe day of Judgment, and ' 

may now thank him-for ; with hearts -- 
full of purity, and ſuch bright ſhining in- - 
XL. 


>= 


nocence, as God delights in. . - 


yr dS Lt 7 —— 
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04's Spirit 15 never abjent Fom theſe 
G that ſeek hims fincerely , and \'who- 
ever obſerves it, will find to. 


God Loves a Souls whiteneſs, that flies 
all approaches towards jm, with deteFt ation. 
When God delivers a penitent finger 
from the ſlavery of Satan, to rejoyceim 
the freedom of his ſervice, it is to ſhew 
him a glimpſe. of Heaven, to invite him | 
thirher. pa 


XL111. 


S a good conſtrence js a- continual 

feaſt, and a great blefling, ſo "tis 
a dangerous thisg to © over-murch de- 
lighred with - our $ef? duties,” (thovgh 
peace. be in !F=m). Irit we ſhould forger 
from whence all o»: p-rformances do | 
come ; and ſo undifterret!y attribute ! 
holineſs to our ſelves, hich is God's 
| peculiar gifr. There ought alſo great 
$, caretobeha7, that we be not miſtaken, 
4 think we do cnjoy truc peace of con- 
fcience, rrhen we haye it nat ; and that 
We do not flatter and abuſe onr own 
- hearts, 
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hearts, with ſome things of fancy, like 
more holineſs chen we have; and ſo be- 
tieve our vows, and defires to Piery, are 


. effeCtual performed, before our actions 


do. juſtific thoſe good reſolutions, and 
ſelf-denials, to avoid ſuch ſnares, 4s /ie 
concealed under innecent diverſions ; left 
we fall, when we think our ſelves moſt 
ſafe; Sothat a Proms mans i to be as Care- 
ſul how to manage hit Piety, as a ſaner 3s 
to.ob8ain it. 


XLIV; 


Hen we are aſlaulted by any 

temptations. to-fin, we may re- 
collect our thoughts thus 4 ſhall I, for 
this moment of ſ:nſuality, part withmy 
intereſt inGod? ſhall I quit my Sonfhip, 
now I am xeconciled ; and my Title 40 
an Eternal. Crown of Glory ia Heaven, 
$0 ſatisfie my vitious fancy, avd a ſew tw0- 
anentary appetites on Earth ? and now 
caſt olf the felicity, and ſecurity I haye 
by peace of conſcience,. while } Love, 
fear, and ſerve God,. and by my truſting 
Faith in Chriſt, do ſtand faſt fixed above 
the reach of malice, and all the ſtorms - 
this World can raiſe 2 Shall I depars from 


this. 


-  - this Regencrate Rate ſo ful of Blefſed- 

neſs. to become a trembling Coward, 
.frightned ar every ſhadow of every evil 
that approaches me ;and ſoabecome juſt- 
ly terrified with the horrour of adefpair- 
ing Soul, when Death approaches, which 
May be this minute, to ſtep #nto thac 
Eternal woe, denounced againſt the fin 
t am tempred to commit? Such refle- 
 Rtions, with ſuch ſincere prayers as ſuch 
Meditations will ſuggeſt, are furdy 
good guards to defend and free us from 
the danger of yielding to any tempta- 
tions to fin. 


X LY. 


A True penitent ſinner, whoſe heart 
;£ &. is touched (by grace from Hea- 
ven) with remorſe for his wicked Tife, 
and a fence of God's many merciesto 
him; -(Herepents) and recotteRts, to the 
beſt of his memory, all the anal, ani! 
mental rranſgreffrons of his whote life ; 
and offers them up to God m confeſſion, 
with an humble ſincere contrition ; and 
| makes new vows for an mniverſal cleay- 
' "fing from dll: iniquinies, with a total reſig- 
| ation of himſelf, Sok and body, in «fol 


obeas- 


ence nate all the Goſpel Laws for the © 
future. Thus, this Penitent- fers himfelf 
with holy vigour, and his utmoſt endea< 
- Yours. to walk after his Saviours ſteps, 
ſubmitting his will, to God's will inal 

\ things;:whoſe favour henow feeks with 

| - ſogreathungeringand thirſting affeion, 
.) rtharGodin mercy hascanceiled all rhe 
-F © Records of his long neglects, and info- 

tent repeated fins; ſo as to:remember- 
themno more: and alſo by his Divine 
power does raiſe;this Penitent ts Spe- 

\ ritual Reſarrefionfrom fin, to grace, and 

s fo fills his contented, converted heart 
with frequent comforts, and fuch afſw 
 rance of his Adoption, 4s to enconrage bim 
to perform this new Covenant anto the end 
of Ines Life. | | 
By which infinite mercy, aod grace, .. 
this Penitent does become ſo Regenerare, 

«5 to perceive the Spirit of God at © wov ; 
+ within han, railing his Soul to-ſuch a'Sa- 
cred Love of his great Maker , as'to 
think all time miſpent, that is nov inv- 
| ployed in graticude to 'God; for his:di- 

liverance from Hell, and/his Promorian - 
towards Heaven; of which Glory, -he - 
- 4 has now ſomeproſpect, and fromhence, - : 
he grows: higher'in- Gods favour; _ 
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his: holy: ambicioasdo increafe, defiring 
tobe always in his Creators fight, and 
aiming at a Favourites Sons place in the 
Court of Heaven ; Thus by degrees his 
Soul becomes (© elevated, and rranſ- 
ported with thefe Celeſtial honours, thac 
he-contemns the Empires of this World, 
with all the: gliſtering objects here be- 
low, as unworthy to divert his thoughts 
en ſuch perifhing trifles as he did admire, 
before'his heart was fixed above on his 
Eternal Bliſs; which now fills his'Soul 
with fucty continual joyful «extafies in 
Devotton, that he is ſometimes frighted 


_ art the joy he feels, teft-he may+-embrace 


preſumptuous Enthuſiaſins, - by fach 
high-conſolations as -his Soul delights in, 


* when his Meditations, and Addreſfles do 


aſcend in ſuch bright: flaming zeal unto 
the Throne of Mercy ;. But when heicon- 
Gders that God, (who ſees his ſincerity 
rhrough his heart) will not rezect ſuch 
ſinccre Sacrifices ; He then hopes that 
theſe joyndo ariſe fromthe Emanation of 
the: Holy Ghoſt, to let him:ſee how God 
receives, and! welcoms a whole heart 
offer d up to Him ; with. ſuch; Divine 


- Lights as Earthly Souls: camneiaher ſee, 


nor comprehend ;. and by. this. raft of 


"£11 Bliſs, 


MBid-rinnhet Tho hte .. | 
Bliſs, and by this beam of Glory here,he 
judges how much greater'he ſhall have 
in Heaven ! And thus, upon a full ſearctx 
of his whole heart throughout,-this Pe- 
nitent now finds with great felicity, that 
God is pleaſed ro dwell in his hearr, 
where Satan did ſo long triumph; until 
theſe new tranſports for his Celeſtial 
Bliſs have quite extinguiſhed thoſe dim 
ſhadows of delight that formerly miſled 
him to negle& his God, with;a-ſerious 
thought of Heaven, or Hell; or the leaſt 
concern for his Erernity ; until his Sout 
was thus raiſed above the reach of his 
Iniquities, by his converfing day and 
night in Heaven. And thus the Soul of 
this new Convert, is carefſed with bright 
Seraphick joys, by Grace (o fixed, and fo 
enlightned from above, that his inward 


dependance on God, is his continual - 


conſolation, and ſupport ; full of ſuch 
high comforts, as he muſt think do pro= 
ceed from the Holy Gho#t, to farniſh this 
his new Temple with ſufficient Grace, where 
he now intends to dwell. And by all theſe 


Bleſſed guiding Lights, this Penitent is in» - 
vited to live ſuch a Righteous Life, as 


will give him an humble aſſurance ta 
truſt, and rejoyce iT his reconciliatron, 
| with 
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with a ſettled Faith that he ſhall ſee the 
face of God, in the face of Death, the 
moment that he dies ; his Soul ſhall be 
with Chriſt, where his departed Saints 
abide, until the Reſurrection. 


X LVI. 


E need no better Argument for 
God's Love to us, then our Love 
of Him; which is the higheſt work of 
his Grace planted in our hearts, by which 


only we are enlightned to know how to 


love, and ferve God as we ought; that 
we nay be capable to enter into his 
Eternal Glory, prepared for his Lovers, 


XLVIL 


[ 4 Prayer. ] 


Ord Jeſus, I beſeech thee forgive my 

tranſgreſſions, and now ſend down 
thy Holy Spirit to cleanſe my heart from 
all impuricies, and then dwell there, to _ 
guide my Meditations, and Prayers -: 
aright, with ſuch fervent Zeal, as will 
encreaſe my Faith, my Love, and truſt | 
in thee my Gcd; that I may. know no {| 


git” fog . 


X24 
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joy on Earth, like my approaches to thy 
Throne ; and from thence impower me 
fo to prattiſe thcſe great Lellons I have 
writ, as to live with holy courage, ever 
ready to die, and fit to appear ar thy 
Tribuna!, on the great day of Judgment, 
with ſuch reconciled Sinners as by thy 
infinite mercy are become the Sons of 
God. Lord, I beſcech thce let my heart 
be now fo filled with Divine cranſporting 
thoughts of Thee, and thy Salvation, as 
to lcave no place for Satan there; that 
my enlightned Soul may be ever on the 
wing, haſting towaras that Eternal Bliſs, 
which Thou haſt parckaſed for me at ſa 
high a rate And though my Zeal (ſup- 

orted by thy Grace) do now cncreaſe; 
et me never think my (eIf near enough 
to Heaven, till Il am there. For now I 
find that no repulſes will make Satan 
quit the Field, nor my Rebellious Sences 
to obey, that I may gain a-perfe&t 
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\ Victory, beyond the reach of a ſurprize z 


nor can I alone maintain this Chriſtian 
Warfare, without Thy ſtrong ſupplies 
from Heaven; for which I daily pray, 
and by which I ſhall at laft ſubdue the 
World, and my own heart, with all the 
Powers of Hell, and Dtath together: 

F 3 Then 
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Then ons the Grave, in Triumph riſe 
with thee, my God, and thy departed 
Saints, ro my Eternal Reſt, in thy Cele- 
ftial Glory, 


XLVIII 


He uncertain, certain time of death, 
' & was by Divine Providence concea- 
led from Mankind, to make us live ever 
ready for that great concern, which ſets 
'”  aperivd to our Mortality, the ſame moment 
i. 01" which our” Immortality depends for 
” © Eternal joy, or miſery ; yet this known 
- --. truth, by all believed, is by our perverſe 
>. -nature ſo. much neglected, as if not be- 
> THeved, or asif by our wiſdom and care, 
--',. Wecould foreſee, or prevent the moment 
; © of our Diſſolution, contrary to God's de- 
=. Cree : by which blind contradiCtion, few 
> mendoprepare for their Paſs to Heaven, 
2. until too late ; and ſo become wilfully 
- - furprized by an Enemy we might ſubdue, 
if ready Armed, and well prepar'd for 
the encounter; for 'tis we that make 
Death terrible, who is ſent in kindueſs to 
conduft unto everlaſting Bliſs, unleſs we by 
-. our [mpicty, de compell him to lead u the 
- mrovg way, into eternal Flames. A m_ 
FE | acad- 
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Vid-night Thatights? 53 
dead-deſpairing ſinner, reviving from the - 
Jaws of the Grave, can beſt deſcribe its - * * 
terrors, and beſt judge of the felicity to 
become fit to die, when next ſummoned 
to ſtep into his Eternity, 


XLIX. + 


{ot 


| Hough we cannot gueſs at the glo- :} 
F# rious Eſſence of God, nor fancy . 
what Heaven is; nor can tell whether ©. 
the Joy, or Glory there be greateſt, nor * 
do know any thing whereby. we may ex- * * 
preſs either of them ; yet by our Faith + 
in all Goſpel-truths, God aves ſo enlighten, - 
and encourate theſe Souls that are wholly .* 
devoted to love, and ſerve hins, and that © 
approach his preſence with- fach humble”: 
Zeal, and ſincere Awe, as is due to His 
Almightineſs ! that He ſametimes deſcends 
into the hearts of ſuch men, and ſpiritually *." 
dwells there, as ia his own Temple; and © © 
ſometimes raifes the Souls of men, with © * 
ſuch high tranſpoxts of Sacred Love to 
Him, that they are filled with Holy Air, - 
or ſomething nameleſs, ſo Divine for joy 
_ and glory, while that Seraphick flame 
--doth laſt; it looks like Raptures ;*anl 
holy Extaſies, ſent from'Heayen'to 7-vide ite - 
| F3- -: men--'* 
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= 34 OVid-night Thoughts. 
men thither, by ſhewing them ſo vaſt a 
E. difference of delight, berween Heaven, 
and Earthly fruitions ; ſo to encourage 
us to expell all carnal Vapours, when 
ever they arife to interpoſe, that or bing 
: may Eclipſe that Divine Light from ſhining 

” on wu,bywhich God gives #s grace to endta- 
wour with all our power to raiſe up our 
hearts to Him, as often and as high as our ' 
clogged Souls can mount with ſuch a | 
weight of fleſh and bloud about them. *!! 
But when the Holy Ghoſt lends wings to 
a Divine Lovers heart'in his devotions, 
nothing can hinder his Souls aſcent to 
Heaven |! and by Faith to raiſe his fancy 
to ſuch a joyful converſation with God, 
as will enrich his mind with chearful 
thoughts the whole day after, 
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F the felicity of Piety were as generally 
4 known, as it is deſpiſed, there would be 
| more Saints , then Reprobates on Earth : 

#+ But,as itis Satans chief work to amuſe, Jn 
. and abuſe our frail natures, with preſent 
fruitions of fallacious delights that laſt 
':not: ſo jt muſt be our buſineſs to get 
: better Guides, that we may find our way gy 
ro | 
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to Heaven, in ſpight of His diverſions; 
which the Pious man finds in a conſtant 
converſation wi:h God the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, in his -fiacere 
Meditations and Prayers ; when They 
are all at work within him, raiſing his 
Soul to ſuch a Divine felicity, that he 
has no room for ſuch contemptible de- 
lights as carnal fancies can ſuggeſt to 
divert him : for hs pious Life keeps him 
as much above all the fading gaieties of 
this World, as the Reprobate ts enſlaved ta 
them: Andif it were poſſible to make a 
voluptuous Epicure ſee, and reliſh thoſe 
continual joys, which true peace of con= 
ſcience affords to a Regenerate man, it 
might wean him from his miſtaken mo- 
mentary happineſs; while the Pious mans 
felicity, is founded .on a ſure Rock that 
reaches up to Heaven, and ſhews him ſuch 
4 delightful proſpett of his Eternal Intereſt 
there, as gives him 4 holy conrage to out- 
face Death, when he chearfully ſubmits 
unto his ſummons to the Graye, as the 
only Gate to Heayen, 
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"'56 Di night Thoughts: 
| LI. 
M6 great felicity of true Piety, is only 


known to the Regenerate man, become 
a Divine Lover, whoſe Soul is ever buſic 
in fervent Addreſſes to his Beloved, from 
wham he receives ſuch welcom, that 
his tranſported Soul forgets this- World, 
while that bright flame burns within 
him ; which fills his heart with ſuch 
tranſcending Joys, in converſation with 
» his Bcloved, as can only be expreſſed, . 
- when two ſuch Divine Rivals meet, with 
_ to repeat the great favours that 

oth do daily receive from the glorious 
object of their Love, and with ſuch An- 
gelical affections to eachother, as doth 
raiſe their felicities, by the holy 'emula- 
tion their united hearts have to joyn in 
a conſtant Adoration of their Beloved, | 
whoſe univerſal kindneſs does afford fo 
FF @great pleaſure, and conſolation to all his | 
&  trruc Lovers, that their joys increaſe by f 
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the number of newRirals ; whictrmakes 
them invite all they can get, into their 
. Society ; and together ſing Hallelujabs 
+ + on Earth, until they be added unto thoſe 
* *Choirs of Angels, already in the Glory 
pf God. LIL 


: . . | 


A * 
. + "ST " - 
- 
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L1I. F 


| E all know that we are every 
moment dying, and that Death * 
is but the laſt puff of breath ; and though. ' 
nothing elſe be worth the thinking on, no= - * 
thing 15 leſs thought on then Death, which 
we can neither prevent , nor delay ; and 
ſhould therefore be made as cafie as we 
can, by a conſtant expectation of his ap» 
proach, ( becauſe ſurprizes are moſt ter= 
rible ) which the Divine Lover is ever 
. Armed for, and beſt knows how to baftle 
thac great Conqueror, by chearful em- 
braces as a welcom Friend, who comes 
to conduct him to his Souls joy in Hea- 
ven ; which holy Valour, God always - 
provides his Lovers with, at their hour 
of death. | 
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LIIL. 


| Devine Lover has ever in mind the 
A. glorious Idea of his Beloved, and re- 
members that he is always in His fgins 5 

' who doth obſerve all his looks, thoughts, - 
words, and aCtions, how they do agree * 
with his profeſſed Love; that js, if the- © 
whole * 


= 538 Mid-niyht Thoughts. 
whole man be reſigned up to ſtudy, and 
to do, the will of his Beloved, with a 
chearful heart, as the ſupreme delight, 
and fulleſt happineſs his Soul can with 
for here on Earth. This LVivine Lover 
does alfo take all the opportunities he 
can every day and night, by holy Medi- 
rations and Prayers: to approach the 
Throne of Mercy with a ſiucere heart, fo 
full of his Beloved, as to leave no room 
for fin, or Worldly vanities to abide 
there, either to divert, or clog his-Soul, 
whenraiſed on the wings of fervent De- 
votion : And thus he ſpends his time, 
ever ſtriving to pleaſe, and as careful not 
to offend his Beloved, ſtill jealous leſt 
any undiſcerned Rival, ſhould in-ſome 
friendly diſguiſe ſteal into his heart., and 
claim a place there; ſo to deface that 
"Altar, and defame his daily ſacrificed 
heart, entirely offer'd up to his Beloved ; 
and every night lies down to Reſt with 
the ſame Zeal, and inward dependance 
on his Souls joy, with a full aſſurance, 
that if he awake in the other World, he 
ſhall be with his Beloved there; from 
whence ſuch growing comforts do ariſe, 
as to-confirm his. Adoption, and fix his 
Faith to live ſo Righteouſly, that he en- 
Joys 
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Yid-night Thoughts. 59 - 
' joys God in all his Creatures here, with 
ergat ſatisfattion. Yet with holy cou- 
rage, isever ſoready to die, that in ſpight 
of his natural averſion from the Grave, 
he reſolves to rcjoyce at his ſummons 
thither, where he ſtedfaſtly believes to 

cet his Beloved ready to raiſe him to 
his Eternal Glory. -For though the Hull 
we climb to Heaven, be full of Thorns and 
. Briais, we may gather Roſs, and Lillies 
in our aſcent, to make it more eaſi: ; If WE 
do mind how our Celeſtial joys increaſe, 
as we arrive towards the laſt ſtep we 

make, to enter into that Glory, 
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LIV. - 


Coop mocks no man with a falſe Light, 
that begs his guiding Light ſincerely, 
with ſuch a dependancs on Him, as ſhews 
a Faith capable to receive it, and ro be 
led by it; ſo as toembrace, and welcom  * 
ſuch Divine operations, and comforts, as 
the Holy Ghoſt conveys with that Light 
ſo clearly into his Soul, that he muſt ſee 
It comes from God ; and which will 
raiſe his heart by this Light thus led, to 
find ſuch a ſpiritual Joyful truſt, and 
confidence in his great Maker, that no 
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whole man be reſigned up to ſtudy, and 
to do the will of hls Beloved, with a 
chearful heart, as the ſupreme delight, 
and fulleſt happineſs his Soul can wiſh 
for here on Earth. This Vivine Lover 
does alfo take all the opportunities he 
can every day and night, by holy Medi- 
rations and Prayers: to approach the 
Throne of Mercy with a ſincere heart, fo 
full of his Beloved, as to leave no room 
for ſin, or Worldly vanities to abide 
there, either to divert, or clog his- Soul, 
-whenraiſed on the wings of fervent De- 
votion : And thus he ſpends his time, 
ever ſtriving to pleaſe, and as careful not 
to offend his Beloved, ſtill jealous leſt 
any undiſcerned Rival, ſhould in- ſome 
friendly diſguiſe ſteal into his heart, and 

claim a place there; ſo to deface that 
"Altar, and defame his daily ſacrificed 
heart, entirely offer'd up to his Beloved ; 
and every night lies down to Reſt with 
the ſame Zeal, and inward dependance 
on his Souls joy, with a full aflurance, 
that if he awake in the other World, he 
ſhall be with his Beloved there; from 
whence ſuch growing comforts do ariſe, 
as to confirm his. Adoption, and fix his 
Faith to live ſo Righteouſly, that he en- 
Joys 


0 - —-* - , 
$7 WE nr Ei En ; *: 4 
Af "4 Q . oy . 7 
 - « 
- 


Pid-night Thoughts. 59 -© 
| joys God in all his Creatures here, with 
ergat ſatisfaftion. Yet with holy cou- 
rage, isevcr ſo ready to die, that in ſpight 
of his natural averſion from the Grave, 
he reſolves to rejoyce at his ſummons 
thither, where he ſtedfaſtly believes to 

eet his Beloved ready to raiſe him to 
his Eternal Glory. -For though the Hill 
we climb to Heaven, be full of Thorns and 
. Briars, we may gather Roſys, and Lillies 
in our aſcent, to make it more eaſi:; if WE 
do mind how our Celeſtial joys increaſe, 
as we arrive towards the laſt ſtep we 

make, to enter into that Glory, 


'LIV. - 


OD mocks no man with a falſe Light, 

that begs his guiding Light ſincerely, 
with ſuch a dependancs on Him, as ſhews 
a Faith capable to receive it, and to be 
led by it; ſoas toembrace, and welcom 
ſuch Divine operations, and comforts, as 
the Holy Ghoſt conveys with that Light 
ſo clearly into his Soul, that he muſt ſee 
It comes from God ; and which will 
raiſe his heart by this Light thus led, to 
find ſuch a ſpiritual joyful cruſt, and - 
confidence in his great Maker, that no 
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ſtorms can frighr him, nor vain delights 
divert him from his conſtant courſe to- 
wards Heaven, nor ſhake his allurance 
of a bleſicd participation of God's Glory 
at the Reſurrection. So that the greateſt 
fianer that can obtain Grace to repent, 
and forſake his ſins, ſo as to be thus led 
to live ever after in God's favour, will 
not fail to be received into God's boſom 
-' the moment that he dies, 


LV. 


T is too true that thou art fallen into 

diſgrace, and doſt deſerve it, ( thus: ) 
Suppoſe thy heart to be a Royal Fort, en- 
truſted to thy keeping and defence, by 
the King-of Kings, ( for ſoit is) and is 
beſieged by Satan, with an Hoſt of Giant 
fns, diſturbing thee with continual /oud 
Alarms,and frequcnt ſharp Aſſaults : yet 
by thy ſtrorg Guards within, ( from Hea- 
yen ſent) and thy conftant vigilance, with 
holy Valonr thox bravely didſt repulſe this 
mighty Enemy, and haſt gain d many Vitto- 
ries; for which, thy King did promiſe 
to reward thy Virtues with a Crown of 
KF (Glory. But by thy ſucceſs grown proud, 
>... - and ſecurely confident of thy own con- 
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come ſo negligent of thy Out-guaras, and 
ſo remiſs within, that the ſubtle Enemy 
was encouraged to return with Strata- 
gems, and did by his inſinuating Spies, 
corrupt thy chzef. Oficers who let'in a 
few Pizmie fins, (ly Focs) diſguis'd like 
ſmiling Friends, full of flattering allure- 
ments ; ſuch, as in ſhort time were by 
thee admitted, and entertain'd,,and ſo 
far truſted, as to-get an opportunity to 
ſurprize thy Fort, and to lead thee in 
Sarans Chains towards his Eternal Dark- 
neſs.. Thus the glory of all chy firſt YV:#to- 


ries, are by thy preſumption and ſupine © 


negligence, turned into reproach z and 
_ thy reward into a Juſt pan ſoment, for 
' being ſo baftled by a Congquer'd Enemy : 


until by thy ſ«b1miſon, and repentance, 


thou be reſtored to favour, and deliver'd 
from this Captivity, by a more powerful 
Conqueror, 


LVI. p*1 


I S to love God arid fear Him, is Cer= \ 
tainly to pleaſe him; ſo, to dorneuher, \ 
is as ſure to offend him: and on this, 


4 which we fo little r-gard, our preſent, 
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dud, and miſtaken-power, thou didft be- 
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we cannot be too watchful, that our own - 
hearts do not deceive us, by thinking 
that God only Reigns there, where his 


| _ Creatures have more Intereſt then Him- 


ſelf. But He is not to be mocked with 
outward ſhews, or formal Ceremonies z 
He - diſcerns our neglects, when our 
hearts are alienated from him in the leaft 
degree, and ſces through all our diſguiſes, 
when with burning Souls we adore his 
Creatures joyntly with Himſelf, if nor 
before Him ! who never will admit of 
ſuch Competitors, as thoſe Idols of our 
ſetting up are ; whom we worſhip, love, 
fear, and delight to converſe with more 
hours every day, then we do afford 
Him; by which 'tis evident, that God 
has not our whole hearts, and ſo:does not 
[Reign there. 


LYIL 


Hat peace of conſcience which 1s 


| grounded on the Felicity of piety, is - | F 
ſuch a continual feaſt, full of ſuch growing - 


Joys, as only the Regenerate man can feet, 


by the Divine Love he finds his own heart ” 


fwll of, with ſuch returns of gratitude to 
ſ by God, 


and Eternal happineſs depends. So that” 
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God, as begets a kind of Raprtures, and 
Extaſies in Devotion, ſuch as do Invite 
and encourage him to adelightful fince. 
ry in all his Addreſſes to his great Ma- 
kerz with whom he converſes day and 
night, where he ever finds acceſs, and 
high returns of grace from God, 


LVIIL 


. Particular folſ-denial of ſome dar- 
ling fin, may ſhew a good inclination' 
ro Piety, but 18 notthe perfection of that ' 
Duty, which muſt be univerſal co all that 
God forbids; and not only to forbear 


=y 
= v ” 
OP 5 
*” - 0 ">, . 


---aftual tranſgreſſions for-a time, but for --* 
xever: elſe we fortific in vain, by leaving. ©? 
kk ſuchgaps open, as will invire the Enemy 
5 20 re-enter ;. by which we alſo hold up a 


dangerons Treaty, and commerce with: 
Foes that ever ftudy to: deſtroy thoſe 


+: hearts that do admit them : For while 
&F.. Satan has any part there in poſſeſſion, or 
-&+ reverſion, or but a bope to claim by, He will 


& diſturb the whole man; ſo that all his pre- 
'* penſions muſt be totally abaliſhed, by giving 
. wp our whole hearts to God; and this for 
- our goodonly, that our carnal warfare 
may be more eaſfie _ by placing our 
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” only joy on-Him. And then our Pilgri- 
mage on Earth will end in the fruition of 
never-fading happineſs in Heaven. | 


LIX, 


” 


O die 1s terrible, when we are ſurpri- 

. zed by it ; but by frequent Medita-. 
tions of dying, cuſtom will make it teaſie : 
For if we believe Heaven to be better 
then Earth, we muſt believe that we ſhall 
find better company there, then we con- 

6 


verſe with. below, and tis Death that 
only. can convey us unto them. And if 
by 4 Righteous life, with a lively Faith, 
we can be aſſured in our paſſage through 
the Grave, that our Souls ſhall taſt ſome 
degrees of that Eternal Bliſs, with the 
departed Saints, the moment we expire z 
can any thing on Earth invite us to. ſtay 
 Tonger here? But our frailty is ſuch, that 
we generally make that the leaſt buſine(s 
of our life, for which our life is given us; | 
and is really the only conſiderable ob- | It - 


je&t, fir for our continual thoughts, ſo to 
loye and ſerve God hexe, that we may be 
capable of dwelling with him for ever in 
Heaven, and in that hope go chearful.to 
Him,when He calls for us, Us 


A Regenerate man, in his higheſt Di-: 

| vine courſe of life, may be aſſaulted, * 
J and diverted by ſnch ſurprizing tempt a- 

tions, as he cannot at bf fight ſo reſiſt, 

aud rejeft , but that Satan may purſue, 
until he drives a Regenerate Soul from 
all its Out-works, into its Cittadel in 
Heaven ; where God does never fail to- 
| give ſuch powerful Aids, as make the in- 
y vading Enemy retire and vaniſh, 
| 


LX1, 


; By a long habitual ſinner that repents, . - 
y manifeſt his converſion to himſelf, _ 
by frequent fincere retirements: with ' 
God, and then ſer his whole heart to. 
raiſe and fix' his colleCted thoughts on 
things above! which will create a de- 
light in the Lord, more then in all his 
, |-- Creatures; and by fuch cuſtom, he will- _ 
PR grow to grudge all time as loſt, that di- 
yerts hitn from the pleafant converfation' 
of this 'new-gain'd acquaintance. with 
his gracious God ;'who alfo likes'to have © * 
him wholly to Himſelf, (when hedefires*- | 
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and when this Convert doth- 
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obtain grace to arrive- at this felicity of 
favour here, he cannot reſt fo, but will 
raiſe his ambitious Zeal to ſuch pure 
Love, as to hunger and thirſt aſter the 
ſight of God's face in Glory. For if thxs 
enlightned by.. the Holy Spirit , his Faith 
will gncreaſe., and cheriſh. ſuch Divine 
> þ with joy.aud gratitude, as the ſureſt 
marks of his Reconciliation, and Adoption; 
and will encourage .him to proceed with. 
yigour in his Advance towards Heayen.. 


EXIT. 


.O nothing in private in God's ſeght, . 

A. that thou dareſt not do in the view 
of all the World, and. own at the day of 
7udgment ; and keep this reſolution ever 


-in thy mind, and conſtantly. pray for 


Grace to do ſo, by which thou wilt avoid . 
many fins. 


LXILq: 


Here is. nothing more deceitfully pre: 
\ndicial to a. new converted ſinner, 


' then to believe himſelf a favourite of Gods, 
.upon_his firſt ſerious thoughts and incliva- 


tiow. 
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poſſeffion of Heaven, at firſt fight, and in. 
roo much haft, thinks himſelf an Adop.-. 
ted Son : which..time and perſeverance. 
can only make legitimate ; .and muſt al-.. 
ſo be tryed by a nice and ſerious exami-. 
nation of our hearts, ſuch as.is ſeldom, 
underſtood by new Converts; who may. 
rejoyce to find they have diſcarded ſome. 
preſumptuous fins, and yer be far. frgm a. 
zaſt pretence,. and title- to- a place in. 
Heaven. (For inſtance, ) a man may re-- 
ſolve: well, and pray with zealous ſince- 
rity, repent too with ſighs and tears, and. 


have a great proportion of Faith, Hope, 
and Charity, with Humility alſo; burif* 7 


he want the true Chriſtian purity of heart, 
the ref will no: prave a full acceptable 
Sacrifice to God, whoonly ſers his ſeal on 
our whole hearts reſigned unta Him. So 
that if we keep a reſerve but of one cor. 
ner for unlawful diverfions, to beſtow 


on our fellow Creatures, or on carnal fin= - 
ful appetites, all the reft will not be ac. 


cepted, fox God will admit-of no ſharer, 
nor endure competitors. So then, we are 
to conſider, if the value of. ſuch. 4 ſmall 
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tien to Picty, ith ſome light flaſhes of 
Spiritual joys in Devotion ; (which no- 
velty) an habitual finner miſtakes for. a. 
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ny be worth the loſing of t 


are pleaſed to ſpare Him, and leave the 
remaining reſerved part for Satan. For 
thoogh God deſigns a full perfe&t Eter- 
nal happineſs unto all that give their 
whole Ws to him, and affords his Di- 
vine guiding Light, with power to find 
the way to Heaven, for all thoſe who 
pray to be (ſo guided with fincerity and 
Faith ; yet the ſmoak of our parcel Sa- 
crifices from our divided hearts, will not 
aſcend half way to Heaven. 


LXIV. 


"F we believe there is ſo preat joy, and 

happineſs in Heaven ; why are we ſo la- 
Zie, and cold in our approaches thither ! 
why do we not prefer that glorious 
Crown of Immorratiity , before the pe- 
fiſhing Goods ef this World ! for which, 


® _ onr hearts can have no reft nntil ob- 


tain'd; which'is a ſad confideration, 'to 
Ts ” bo 
think how we neglect our greateſt con- 


cern, by delaying our reconciliation to. 
m9 5" | God, | 
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E, he whole 
” purchaſe we pretend to; and next, what 
- - kind of Salvation it would be, if God 
= deal with us accordingly! if He ſhould. 
= accept of ſo much of our hearts, as we- 
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-in'o the Grave, and our firſt ſtep into 
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God, as if time were at 6ur diſpoſe either” * 
to recall; or adjourn, and do not confi 
der how every moment that we carelefly 
miſ-ſpend, carries us.on to our laſt ſtep 


Erernity ; but if we did think frequent- 
ty, and ſeriouſly of Heaven as we ought, 
and that the Grave is the way thither, 
we ſhould not dread Death as we do, 
nor fear to go, where we defire to bet. 
but ſuch Holy Valour, does only belong 
to Righteous men, and not to habitual. 
ſinners. 


LXV. 
M172 men fear to die becanſt they are- : 4 


better acquainted with this World, 
theu the next; which they want Faith 
for, or elſe are loth to part from. their 
beloved. fins, and fear God's:anger for 
ſuch crimes as they fear God's anger for, 
yet will run. that riſque, rather then for- 
ſake their ſins, until they die. Though all- 
men know, that the befF way to triumph 
ore the Grave, is to live ſo well, as ever 
to have in mind the two Etermities of Bliſs 
and Torments ; to one of which Death con« ©: 
veys H5. -SO that it is no wonder. if we 


treme: 
*4 MO 
, £ 


of * 
. - 
TY 
. a : 
ra s ) 


p 


. % 
= "43 
l F k "—_ w 
"Sig wo 8 >, LP z 
2 4 , 


e” _— at tie fight of Death, when we 


prepate not for it, by conſidering, that 
every moment leads us on to what we fo 


much dread; and yet ſo much neglect ! 
- . And alſo men ſhould confider that the 


youngeſt, and moſt healthy do ſtand 
every minute on the brink of Eternity. to 
.perſwade. them to be ready for their 
fummons. thither : So that unleſs we: ' 


want Faith in Chriſt's merits, and doubt 


God's promiſes, that if we become (o 
Pious, as to love God fo much 
above all his Creatures, that we cannot 
fear to part with them, to go to Him. 
So that nothing can mare concern maukind, 
then frequent thoughts of our preparation 
fo ſtep into our Eternity, when we all 
" know there is no true Reſt, but that 
which is Eternal. Is it not then great 
folly, to know that we cannot live ever 
here, and-muſt be gone for ever, and'yer 
do ftill ſet.our hearts on theſe moments, 
. and prefer them before that for ever ! 
” thus to fear perty troubles here, and not 
© beat all concerned for endleſs Torments ! 
" and this for want of thinkiag ſeriouſly, 
." that we carry Immortal Souls within us, 
- and ſhould have Immortal Aims, and Im- 


F- * © ada we conſider that our 


Eter- 


"% 


- 


dying until we are dead, and gone for' 


us to live ever ready for that For Ever z' © 


us fear to die: 


ſhall avoid all ſuch evils, as we dare 'no&-< 
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Eternity begins wich our Birth, and we- "I 
thar moment do begin to die, and fo are _” 
ever z which words (FOR EVERY: 
ought to ring ever in eur cars, to mind 7 


which will make us not to fear dearh,* 

when we conſider, that we have 4 merci-. = 
ful God, who when mans converſion bogins,' 
His diſpleaſure makes a period : So that” 
'tis want of Piety and Faith, that makes: 


LXVL 


* we believe all we have, that is goud, 
] apes come from God; we ought in all © 
our enjoyments, to give Him continual - 
thanks, ſo to keep up our hearts to Heavety, 
by 4 conftant gratitude, which'sy as acceps > 
table as prayers; and the pi ſe of his 
Creatures, and daily Bleff :; we ſhalt - 
fiid a double delight in all the goot- 3 
things we receive from God's hand, be= - 3 
cauſe we do enzoy Him -in them ; and 2 


own to come from God : And if we'corſk 3 
ſider that owr /'ves here, are only to mak © 
our journey to Heaven; we canpet have's -o& 
 betoon 
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who; will never miſlead them, who de- 
fire to be guided by Him ; and: from 
whom we ſhail get ſuch a habic of Holi- 
neſs,-as will bring us to ſuch an intimate 
acquaintance with Chriſt, as will in a 
- ſhore, time. wean us ſo much fromthe 
Love of this World, as to be chearfully 
2 ready todie; when we ſee that the end 
= of our journey is, God's call to take 
= poſſeſſion of the Crown of Glory, pre- 
' pared for us. 
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LXVIL 


Pious man, that lives ever ready to 


&. glorious Reſurrection, and can have no 
a8 rarer happineſs on Earth, then his in- 
var d afſurgute of bring one of God s Elett, 
ys, ſhall ſit on his right band 
, when the Reprobate are caſt 
- downi into Everlaſting flames. 
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7x T is ſaid in Scripture, that when Pacob 
. found God was ſo near him, he was 
raid; Which may teach us, that no man 


F ove /5ays hiker, then the Holy Ghoſt, | 


die, has a continual proſpect of his 


| ought 
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 ought-ro-think himſelf fir for a faniilias 2 


acquaintance with his great Maker, ſuch 
2s to remove the reverential fear, thar: 
71s duc unto ſohigh and ſupreme a Maze 
fty ; and yet we may believe, and. find 
that His Kingdom of Grace 1s already: 
come, and is amongft:us. now ; ſo-thae 
we may with humble hearts ſay as Facob 
did, Swrely the Lord is in' this place, and 
in' our hearts tao, when we are led by his 
Holy Spirit to fludy Him ; and can fully 
conſider, that though all our ſcnfes are 
naturally inclined to like, and covet. va. 
rieties of all forts, and that our buſie 
fancies are as readily ſubſervient ro: work 


; the ſame way, and as eagerly do purfud 
'* the. various defires of every::appetite, 


though weevery day find that aH objedts 


. -do by fruition ſoon decay, andcloy out 


ls. higheſt defires that are not Rebted/ in 


E:ernity. {How fit js. it then to confider 


this? 'and how much better it will be to 
: perſwade our Immartal Souls to rob our: |. 


$ periſhing ſenſes of their depending fan. 


cies, and imploy" them on things abave: 


as faras they can: reach towards the gls- 
| 110us Habitation of God ; where fach ob- 
| "Jets are as Immortal as our . Souls-are, 
$29: where our yariety of Joys: will ins 

| H creaſe: 
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.... creaſe by ſuch-fruitions as never fade, 


LS 
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but will grow and multiply the more for 
gathering, ſo as to be eyer filling our 
hearts with high delights, but yet never 


fo full, but ſtill to admit of more and 


more felicity -as our defires riſe, until 
we reach the Fountain of Eternal Bliſs, 
where our Souls will be repleniſhed with 
Celeftial joys, but never ſo to overflow 
as to be weary of them. And thus we 
may be as happy, as 74cob was, if we cau 

erſwade our hearts to throw out Satan, 


entertain the Holy Ghoſt as chearfully as 


we have indulged our blind affeftions, that ' 


led us on towards our Eternal ruine : 
And when we have thus diſcarded Gods 


Enemies as our own, we muſt approach ' 
His gloriow Majeity with fear and trem- | 


bling, though we do adore, and worſhip 
Him at the ſame time with comfort. 


LXIX. 


T F we did well eonfider of dying, and the 
| joy onr Souls will have .as they expire, | 


when reconciled to God: before that  honr 


Comes, it will be ample recompence for our 
' whole lives ſpent in his ſervice, and 77 
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. With all bis diſguiſed flattering Troops, and | 
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worthy of out continual Meditation, and. . 


i deyotion to prepare for ſo immenſe'a_. 


mercy to penitent ſinners; ſuch as will 
turn the terrours of the Grave into a 
joyful aſſurance ofa bleſſed ReſurreRion 
to Glory; beyond which, no man can 
fancy a concern fitter for his thoughts to 
work on, and his utmoſt eudeavours to 
obtain of God ; who never rejects a ſin» 
cere heart offer d up to Him in a daily 
Sacrifice ; which the Pious man never 
fails todo with delight ; and never mifles 
of the conſolation-he ſeeks at his hour of- 
death, and in his way to its 


EL XX, 


e true Idea of Holineſs, is Divine 

. Love; which we may Judge of, by 
entirely reſigning our wills, to the will f 
God; and the perfection of Righteoul- 
neſs, is to live a Divine Life; ſuch as 
takes delight to: abhor the crimes we 
have loved, and to preſs on in-our deyos 
tions,-until we obtain a full Vitory over 
all our carnal paſſions; and by worthy. . - 
receiving the Holy Sacrament, to fix and 
confirm our Chriſtianity, on the aſſurance 
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Nity depends, 
| LX XI: 


XY 7 E may flatter our ſelves with a-. 
V-Y miſtaken belief of Halineſs, which * 


we have not, and we. may: abuſe the 
World, with a diſguifed ew of Holi- 


neſs, which we know we have not ; but 
when Death comes, ſuch Vizards vaniſh, ' 
and our hearts wilt be difplay'd in their : 


true colours, to our ſelyes and others. 
$0 that the beiF marks for Regenerate men 
te kuow themſetves by, ts ftriftly to obſerve, 


I "uf they love Gad with their whole bearts, 
with an univerfal delight therein ; that 


is, with thankful hearts to praiſe his holy 


Name, to fear, obey, worthip, and truft - 
. in Him with ſuch a lively Faith, and clear : 
affection, as to be ever ready to forſake 7 


ell we havc.inthis World, and chearfully 


ta. breath. oor :Seuls into God's boſorn, |: 
" when He calls for them: And whoever. 
ſhall obtain this Treaſure of Grace tohnd | 


1 & th theſe 


toltve everready for our call unto Erer- | 
nal Bliſs, which may be the next minute, .* 
and cannot he too often- thought on by | 
thoſe who love God, and defire his.. 
Love, on whole free mercy -our Eter-.. 


Bt a a ti di ay pt as 


107 


2 Q =. cc - «> ww A wm, ww amy ay 


| | theſe marks 


I "vo 5 . =, . p l Ms 
- MAX Sans} bb” » = Fe 6 th P 
MF T mY. 


Righteouſneſs, until he arrives at God's' 


K: ' Eternal Reſt ; where ſuch bleſſed Souls 


| 


deſire to be, who. do know no diverſions. 
ſo delightful here on Earth, as a daily: 
preparation for Heaven. 


LXXIL 


O-think, and try, are two ſmall words 

- of great conſequence ; becauſe that 
man who will not think, or dares not 
think what he has done, or what he: is 


* doing, or what he intends to-do,..1s ina 


ſad condition ; for he can neither con. 
feſs his ſins, nor repent; nor forſake, nor 
ever hope for a pardon for them, while 
he- neither thinks, nor trys to learn to 


+ think of his Eternity. He 1s paſt. cure, . 


without a miracle of mercy for his con-. 


{ verſion ; which'is ſeldom afforded tafich 
: Nubborn hearts as- will not- think, nor: 
# ever try to think ſeriouſly of their Salva» - 


tion, before it be-too late, 


H 3 LXXL11-. 


in himſelf, will have ſuch a- k 
'? proportion of that joy, and that glory, 
' as will encourage him to perſevere in 
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LXX111. 


O Chriftian in his ſenſes, will own to 


'V love God's Creatures, better then we 
tove Him; yet we do it, and fee it not; 
that. is, not obſerve how often, and how 
long we lay God afide, to enjoy them ; 
for nothing can take us from God, bur 


what we love better. And though there 


is no felicity to be compared to Piety,.. 


nor any diverſions ſo delightful. as De- 
votion, when we love God, and ſerve 
him with ſincerity ; yet we mind it not 


enough, that mind it moſt; tov much, . 


NO MAn.Ccan. 


LXXI1V. 


T FTE are naturally apt to-cozen our 
| ſclves, with thinking we believe 


what we do not believe, and for want 
of due conſideration of all our ways, we 
run on m- ſuch undiſcernible errors, as 


muſt offend God, while we think we | 


ſerve him beſt; and this, by indulging + 
many kinds of innocent diverſions, until ; 


they become crimes. though we know 


-.. that- yain and idle thoughts, do often 


grow 


wp. 


'Pid-night Thonbts. "79% 
grow to foul ſuggeſtions, which picks 3 
men ſhould therefore not admit of, | 


LXXV. 35 
v E are often miſled, by thinking tos 


much of what may be, and too lit- 
tle of what mu#t be ; in providing too much 
for our uncertain hope of living from year 
to year, with too little regard 10 our afſt- 
red death that mnt come; asif our mo- 
ments here, were of more value then 
our Eternity in Heaven; though we do 
know that nothing in this World is wor- 
thy to entertain .our Immortal . Souls 
with true delight, but by making ready 
ro go unto God with chearful hearts z 
of which, few men do think enough, and 
none can think too much, becauſe it js 
the greateſt felicity that our. Piety can 
reach, and a ſure mari that the Holy 
Ghoſt i is working in us ; which no hab» 
tual ſinner is capable of. | 


LXXVLI 


O man can want a ſubje& for Me. 
citation, nor have a more uſeful 
entertainment, than frequently, and ſes 
| rioufly 
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= . riouſly to conſider, and examine his own 
life, by recolleCting what mercies, what 
bleflings, and deliverances he has had 
from God ; and to enquire of his own 
heart, how little obedience, gratitude, 
and Ibye he has returnd; what vows 
male in ſickneſs, dangers, and in times of 
trouble, bat never kept: And above all, to 
conſider how often God has knocked at 
our hearts for entrance, and been denied; 
or delayed, to admit of. ſome more 
pleaſing Gueſt; or whenever permitted 
to enter, how colaly received, and ſlightly 
treated, until thruſt out again, to make 
room for ſome darling fin, that muſt be 
welcomed. This, if fully conſidered, 
may bring us roa ſenſe of our offences; 
and ſhame to think .how unfit we are for 
our Death-beds, and Eternity to-come, 
with the amazing terrors, to think how 
we can call on our ſo much offended 
God for mercy, which He could never 
prevail with us to accept of ; and what 
hepe then, can ſuch inſolent contemners of 
God, have in their lafF day? But on the 
contrary, this Meditation will bring 
comfort 'to a Regenerate man, who has 
entertain d Chrift in a chearſul heart, with 
ſincere integrity, to ſuch a. joyful truſt 


IN. 


oY __ > _— OG_, 
= aw v7 pas bs 


%.- 2, 4 % * 


» ERS Mp 
— 


Sou” I : 4 


in-God's love, by his fixed Faith, that no ® 
carnal affeftions can remove his tranſ- _» 
ports for Heaven; the expectation 


-  i-ninht. Thar, 
, Ci he & 


whereof is delightful to. him, above the - | 


terrors of death to leflen. 
-EXIVUSE 


He ſum of all the great Leſions-we 
& can learn, is to ſhew, that a fanh- 
ful penitent ſinner, who is become ſo Re- 
generate as to forſake all his iniquities, 
and can perform an aniverſal obeaience to 
all God's Laws, with ſuch Evangelical fin- 
Cerity 45 $6 wmaky 4 total reſoguation of hing- 
ſelf, with all his Intereſts, into God's hands, 
anit be ted by the Spirit of God; which 
will keep up his heart to Heaven, ina 
conſtant concern for God's favour, where 
Satan dares not appear to tempt, when -. 
he fees us fo. united unte:. Chriſt z and * 
this. will bring a Penitent to endare his 


Pulgrimage through all the. ſtorms of this _ | 


World, and defend him from theglitter- 
ing vanities alſo, ſo as to know no fear, 
nor joy, to interrupt his expeQation of _ ! 
Heaven, and the. happy hour £0 breath - ? 
out his Soul into the Boſom of Gods ; 
which holy atabition, will entertain his 

heart 
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” Heart here, with more preſent happinefb> 
” than all the Worlds wealth can afford to 
a wilful habitual finner. 
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EXXVI1I: 
L 4 Prayer. 


tT Ord, I beſcech thee, let thy Holy 

« | 4 Spirit direct my prayers in my ap- 

&« proaches to thy Throne of Mercy, and 

«there pray within me, that ſo guided, 

«I may find grace from Heaven, to ſup. 

« port me in my paſlage out of this + 
«World, unto thy habitation of Eternal ; 
<« Bliſs, And now wean me from longer | 
« wandering in the vain Labyrinths, and ' 
«Glories here, by having ever in mind, 
-, Ethat all the greatneſs, and various 
« pleaſures I have ſeen, and ſhared in, 
« 2re-vaniſhed like a Dream ; and there- 
« by find, that nothing is fa delightful to 
* a Regenerate reconciled ſinner, 4s 4 
© retired habitation, free frow the noiſe of 
; Pp « Worldly affairs, where by thy Grace, 
&« peace of conſcience may eneourage me 
© ro be ever ready at thy call, O God! 
&« with a joyful heart, to make my laſt 
\. ſtep into the glorious Eternity yy 
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«for, by the Merits, and Mediation of ' 
« Tefus Chriſt, 


LXXIX. 


Hen the Holy Gho#t dwells in our 

Y Y Hearts, we ſhall find new principles 
of a Divine Nature, producing there ant 
wniverſal V.iitory over all our carnal appe- 
fites, and an univerſal obedience to al 
God's Laws, with truſt in his Providence, 
and ſuch Faith in Chriſt's Merits, and In- 
tercefſſion, as will aſſure us of all God's 
promiſes, as if now aCtuaily in our poſ- 
ſeſhon ; from whence will ariſe conti- 
nual comforts, with hearty gratitude for 
ſuch love and mercy to penitent finners. 
And by this firſt Reſurrection from Sin to 
Grace, be aſſured of our ſecond to Glory z 
ſo that to be thus ſanttified by the Holy 
Ghoſt, we are united unto Chrift, brought 
home to God the Father, as his adopted 
Chilaren, and do begin to enter on our 
everlaſting happineſs even in this World, 
by our continual Meditations, and 
Prayers, ſo to raiſe this Holy flame as 
high as here we can reach, without pre- 


ſumption; ſo to fix in our hearts the 
Joyty 


ul practice of ſuch a Divine Life, and 
Divine 


C3 


id night Ts 


Divine Love to God, as wilt produce'Di- 


vine joys here, and for ever in-Heaven ; 


which no carnal fruitions: can attain. 
And thus we are led by the Spirit of God, 
and ao become the adopted Sons of G od, 


LXXMN, 


F the moſt voluptuous -ſmners could 
diſcern the felicity* of - an” Holy life; 
whar conftant elcvated joys, the peace 
of a quiet conſcience brings to thoſe who 
can wean their mmds from the fading 
pleaſurcs, and drudgeries of this World, 
to fix their hearts on things above, fin- 
ners would make haſt to become Rege- 


+nerate. For if we confider right of Eter- 
*niry, we muſt know thar our Immortal 


Souls, when freed from the laviſh appe- 


'tites of fleſh and-bloud, can have no 
'tranfports like rhofe immortal j joys they 
find, when ſettled in their Cemre, God's 


Boſom, from whence they came ; fo that 


-our Sonls can: reliſh no felicity tike the 
hope of Heaven, nor be much concerned 
'for -any thing leſs then Erernal Bliſs; 
"which thongh of our {elves we eannot 
reach, yet twe give our hearts to God, 

we if Camuner miſc it': Bat-if in contempt of 


God, 
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God, we live and die in endleſs finning, 
we may juſtly fear that our Eternity will 
be in ſcorching flames. -We ought alſo 
to confider , thongh God has promiſe 
pardon unto penitent ſinners, He has not 
| promiſed one hour of Life to repent ing 
' lace therefore we can neither prevent 
} death, nor foreſee it, let us always _— 
: it asat hand; and prepare for our Erer. 
: nal Gloryin the preſence of God, while 
' we have time to doit, 


LXAXKL 


Oſt men do ſay, and do believe 
they love God, andno doubt ma- 
| ny good men do, more or leſs ; byt 
mankind ought to 
own hearts, if they fina not more joy iy 
their idle diverſions, then in God's compa- 
uy ; if they be not quickly weary of conver- 
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haſting to return wnto" their div 

which they love better then Him; ail 
then confider the conſequence of flich 
contempts, and how much our felyes 46 


much more then, doth God deſpiſe.tho 


ſcorn a divided heart, where we oe E 4 


who prefer his Creatures before Hitnſetf, © # 
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g with God, in Meditation and Prayers, I, 
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LXXXIE 


FUOD knows our frailties, and doth 
AI allow us diverſions, but they muſt 
be ſuch as we may own in his fight, and ſee * 
. Him. in them, with grateful hearts for 
ſuch refreſhments, as Humane Nature 
does require, and ſuch as we may glori- 
He his Name in their fruitions : and be 
ſure not to flatter our ſelves into evil 
temptations, by our fair-fac'd diverſions 
£oo much indulged, leſt they ſting us to 
.death with ſmiles. þ 


LXXXIIL 


| 
| 
| | 
'g*Here is another kind of happy, and I 
' K& bleſſed diverfions, free from ſinful 3 |, 
vanities, and fading glories of the World, ® y 
which David ſo much delighted. in, by & 
his retirements to converſe with God, as # , 
his Souls chiefeſt joy ; and whoever ſeeks 7 ,, 
God with the like zeal, no dowbt will find 7 j; 
Him, as David did, and be as fully happy & 5; 
as he was in God's eſteem; which is an .,} 
-. ambition that does become good Chri- 
”  . Nians,as the beſt diverſions we can have. 
> zoraiſc qurhearts to Heaven. - __ _ ... 
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\ F En ought with great care to watch 
their diverſions, for we are often 

betrayed into aneglect'of God, even by 

innocent diverſions, which by cuſtom do 

inſenſibly engage” onr. hearrs' to conſent 

unto evil actions, when we deſign no- 

thing that is il: Sothat if we ſerve God 

- as weought, we ſhall delight roconyerſe 

with him in our retirements, and ac- 

count our holy Meditations of Heaven, 
to be our moſt. pleaſant diverfions; fo 

to refreſh: oar Spirits, when tired” with 
Worldly affairs ; and we ſhall find thar- 
z ſuch Celeftial diverſions, will be blefſed 

% with —_ Joys, that cannot rene] 
2 by Carnal appetites;, nor- by gliſtermg 

; Vanicies; wits once fixed Met fe by” 
4 


God's reception of us: mto his' Lift of 

* Adopred Sons; and then be ſo ynided by 
+ his Holy Spirit, as to grow higher and 
3 higher in his favoxr, till we parnicipate of. 
'Y +# Glory ; which inward aſſurance will be 
1 a more pleaſant ſubject for our diverſion, 
- | then all the Wit, the Wealth, the: Honours, 
vp and Beamties of this World 'can entertain 
our hearts with, — God, dwells thus © 
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' Iu the Souls of men, it is the moſt raviſhing 
| diverſion we can have, to fee our ſelves 
live ready to enter into His Eternal joy, 
at a Minutes Warning. h 


LXXXV, 


\ N J Hen we approach God with fin - 
| 


| cere hearts, there can be no di- 
verſion more delightfal then our Souls 
union with Him; who knows all our 
wants, all our oppreſhons, and ſees all 
our Concerns whatever ; and is as ready 
to redreſs ourgrievances, and to bleſs our 


honeſt endeavours, as we can be to deſire | 


it ; which our pious diverſions, above all 


ether diverſions the moſt delightful ; fo. | 
that the beſt of idle diverſions, ( though | 


innocent) is like warming frozen Vipers 
in our breaſts, until we give them ſtrength 
to bite us to death. And if we doobſerve 


it, we ſhall find, that there is no real © 


efſential pleaſure in any diverſions, bwt in 


arac Devetion z Which the Regenerate 


man finds to be true, 


' LXAXVL. | 


LXXXVI. 


E have twovery remarkable gh... 
Dd VV om fiefor they gent confidera. 


tion, to Judge how our way ance to 
wards God, and how we may dikkern his 
love to us : The firſt is; to obſerve if we 
have more joy in our retixed Devotions, - 
then m the fruition, and converſation 6f 
his Creatures ; 'm which we cannot be 
miſtaken, if'we diligently obſerve bow his - 
Holy Spirit works in ww at times. . 
From whence ariſes the ſecond confide< 
ration, to obſerve how our Souk are ele... 
vated by his Divine comforss nw grouns Þ 
on ws -in ſuch Devorions ; which 'is't 

beſt aſſurancewe can have, that we do- 
love God above all his Creatares, and 


dothalfo fhew rhat He [ces it, lthes it, nil  - 


rewards ws for it, by His returns of Grace, 
in giving a. delightful perſeverance im 
ſuch ſincerity to Him; which is the: 
higheſt experiment that our frail Natures 
can make, when we love God fo well, as: 
to craverſe with Him in our humble &d- * 
dreffes, before all Carnal feliciries; 2nd 
hog rejoyce to g0 ro Him, when He catis- 
977] p I 3 LAXXVIL 
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{ F& Eter all that has, or can be ſaid; the- 
o£ A. only way which God himſclf, hath 
in his Holy Goſpel fixed on, fer the exal- 
cation of his Glory; in the forgiveneſs of 
Gas, is, that- all finners ſhould come to - 
Him merely upon the account of Grace 
in: the bloud of Chriſt ;5 and not £0 reſt 
on, Nor ſupport our ſelves with general 
hapes of mercy, mixed with our endea- 
Vours, andobedience ;: 4«: to:come up to @ 
the.Gaſpel Raule by a fixed Faith in Chriſt, 
and make that, way. our all: by giving 
Glory to God therein 4s He bath 
pointed, left. we periſh Eternally:. For no- 
man ſhall recerve pardon. aud. forgiveneſs 
. of: fins, but thoſe who come unto God. by the 
thlayd of Chriſt. And the fin-a aint the 
Holy Gheſt is only excepted. y a ſuch 
forgiveneſs, 1 -# 


LXXXVIIL. © 


> $2445 | 
_8&&. L1 the Arguments- we can hear, or. | 

” © £ A rcad,. or fancy: to. our ſelves, by | 
ER. £onverſing; with God in. holy Meditati- 
- », ons: of Heayen; and: Eternal Bliſgin. his: 
3 TAXES pre- 


., 


_ 


preſence there, will not extinguiſh-the -* 
. natural. affeCtion between our Souls and - 
Bodies, ſa far as to. defire; or to. be wil- - -* 
ling. to have a. ſeparation by: death; , : 
withaut a. miraculous addition.of Faith, ..: 
and' Grace, to. work: beyond. the reach, | : 
of our Nature: though. we do believe: 
that the time between our. Death, and - 
our Reſurrection, is- but a moment ta- 
Eternity ;- and. though.: that moment - 
ſhould laſt an hundred thouſand years, . 
it will be as undiſcernible for its dura- J 
tion, as while we'ſteep one minute: So» 2 
that we muſt be ſatisfied in this myſtery, . 
withaurt. farther. enquiry ;. and pray t@ 
be. contented in that point, to be as 
happy when we. die, as God's departed Y 
Saints are, until. they and, we ariſe. toge- - 
ther. And #his 48 great comfort,. to know 
that we ſhall be ot hem 5n death, if we da. 
ſcucerely endeavarr to live and die.iu God's © 
fauenr, 45, they. did : And. fo. make ready 
to go, where we all pretend todefire to: 
be, when wecan ſtay no longer here. . 


LXXXIX.. 


ua % 
Sg.z 
| hw” 


E muſt not- entertain: Spiritua - $ 
+ Pride, nor weleom flattering En... 
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- thuſraſmsin our devotions, nor attribute 
ſuch Holineſs to our ſelves. as is the im- 
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} mediate giftof God : but we may, nay 
we maſt joy, andrejoyce to find the Holy 
'” Ghoft at work within our hearts, to per- 
” form our ſelf-denials for 1s; and to raiſe | 
wr Souls to ſuch a felicity here, mm onr 
” Love to God, and delight in his worſhip, as | 
will give us # taft of our Eternal Bliſs, 
when we ſhall ſee, and enjoy Him as the 
© Angels in Heaven do. | 


XC. o 


T is no- wonder to ſee men very de- 
> Þ& vout ma time of danger, ſickneſs, or 
 anyother affliftions; but when the Evils 
| ave removed, does our gratitude for de- 
| Iverance juſtifie our. Love to God by | 
= ffarure obedience? do we in health and 
-- proſperity, approach God with the fame 
= vigour in our Prayers, as'in our fickneſs? 
| For Sonls ted by the Spirit of God, are alike 
- devont in — and we being made 
”. whole, ought to thank God, and to ſin no 
; aware, left a. worſe thing rome wnto us, 
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Ur greateft affair in this World, is to _ 
O make ready to go ont of it for every, 
becauſe every moment may be our laſt 
here, and then how diſmal an Eternity ©: 
are we haſting to ! if not reconciled un» © 
to God before we dic : this 51 enough to 
perſmade us to ſet our hearts on the Love 
and Service of God, who will never let ther © 
devont endeavorrs be lofty that ſeck how 
to pleaſe Him, when with ſincere affett= * 
ons, they prepare to come unto Him. 


P XCIL Ro 
zz finds that the pewer of 4 - 


Divine Love, with the expeliarion 
of Heaven at this diftance, doth create. _ 
ſuch joy m his Regenerate heart, as dath 
_ him to delight in a Divine Life alſo, ' 

is frequent converſation with God in 
ble finsere C—_ he will ſoon _ 
| grow to ſuch a habit of Holineſs, as will ©} 
raiſe bis Faith te foreſee ſome beams of 
that Celefial Light, which his Soul ſhall - 
ſhine in at the Reſurrection, as a reward * 
ef his inward dependanee on: God _ -Y_ 
na -- MR. 
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> And if thus reconciled and led by the Holy 
> Gbo#t, he ſhall alſo-find+his is a good An- 
”  Fidote to prevent relapſes into ſm; and 
= thus Armed with Divine joy, he will be 
= ſafe from Carnal temptations, and will 
> have his Soul full of ſuch Heavenly com- 
-. forts, as will ſweeten all afflictions, and 
at laſt beget ſuch Holy courage, as will 

- deſtroy the ſting of Death, by living ever 

-- ready to die ; for he that can love God 

* above his creatnres, will gladly part with 
©  Fhem 0 go to Him. 


XCIIL 


W Et no man boaſt of his own RighteRſ- 

F £1 neſs, for no man has any, but what is 
\ given him from God ; yet lerevery man 
_ xejoyce; and be thankful for ſuch Grace 
- ns doth ſanctifie, and enable his Duſt 
” and Aſhes. to become Regenerate, and 
* dearn-ſo to-welcoms the Spirit of God in a 
 Chearful heart, that be may make it Para- 

- Wiſe where: he 4s pleas d to dwell :: And 
 ghen that man's \uatural corruptions will be 
- refined, and his Body conſecrated into the 
” Temple of God;. and. by this miracle of 
mercy, the moſt incarnate ſinner may become 
64 Angel of Light : but not by his own 

> | inherent. 
ES: | 


"CESAR 
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& P inherent Righteouſneſs, but by God's 
grace and mercy, with Chriſt's Righte= > 
.ouſneſs imparted unto Him. D 


X CIV. 


A Mong? all the great Leſſens we bave 
learnt, Holinds is moſt worthy of 
yy ſfuay, to ſearch our hearts if we can 
nd there the Goſpel-marks of our Ele- 
- ion ; for when God invites us by his Holy 
Spirit to this fincere enquiry, He will direts * 
us :by his Divine guiding Light, to find, 
and to feel when we have found the trea- 
fare that we ſeek; by the comforts that 
- , will ſtill grow, until they fill our Souls 
- _- With ſuch Cceleſtial joy, that we cannot _? 
-* miſs of, nor.miſtake what we ſearch for, © 
ro allure our Eleftion; for God will not 
be hid from ſuch as he ſees does ſeek Him 7 
. with their whole hearts, and that do: 
hunger and thirſt after Holineſs; and: 
when we do obtain Grace to diſcern 
ſach marks of our Spiritual Filiation, we 
may in great humility rezoyce, and 2 
| Hallelujahs unto God with the Angels'in 
Heaven, to ſhew the higheſt Adoration- 
our hearts can expreſs, in gratitude for * 
ſuch mercy afforded unto men on Earth, '- 
| And 
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” And by thus entertaining our ſelves within 
our An avoid temptations, and ſet our 
* hearts above the power of all vain objeitts 
to divert us ſrom the prime end, and feli- 
”- City of our Chriftian calling ; which is our 
2 Reſurrection from ſin to grace, as the 
chicf mark of God's favour to aſſure our- 
reconciliation; for Grace accepted, and 
perſevered in, is the infallible carneſt of | 
Glory ; becauſe Chriſt has made the King- ÞY 
- dons of Grace here, all one with the King- A 
-- domof Glory. Which is much talked of by 

” many that prepare not for it ; becauſe 
moſt men in kealch do think themſelves 
ready to die, and do nor find they are 
 - nat, until the Bell rolls them to their 
— Graves; hoping to jump from. Hell to 
= Heaven ar once, bur the aſcent is high, 
- Keep, and very hard to climb. 


XC V. | 4 £ 


Hough the great art and myitery of 

felf- denial,ts ſubdue all carnal appe- 
” ries, 15.the moſt difficult part of our Chri- 
fliancalling ; yet the ſame Holy Spirit that 
” invites #s to it, will impower our hearty = 
> endeavours, by diligence and exſftor to g 2mn Wo 
* fo ſole 4 Filtory over our Tyram f: war 


*g .# _— 
_5* 4 th . 
" *"& — 


cies, 


FY - » vedic. 4: 
>» >>. 4 » 


us | " R 
" " - > - . 
* hs EY PEaAre » wh * -* 68 - = " - : . 
*% * >> ” : C mw - % 7 / . x i bl Fee C "« . = ot p 4 
- W — 7 = . 


\ L 
_ 


PBed-night Thoughts. 97: 
Ces, which before enſlaved ws, as will raiſe 
our Souls by conſtant ſelf-denials, to 
much greater Spiritual delights even here 
on Earth, which the Regenerate man can 
only judge of, 


XCVI. 
[ 4 Prayer. ] 


O Lord prepare my heart to pray; . 
and bleſs me with contrition, and 
repentance proportionable to my ſing, 
that my Love, and my Obedience, may 
now be as great as my crimes, and my 


|  negleCts have been z who never thought 
- on Thee in all my ways, nor of my Souls 


Eternity tif} now, being led by thy Holy 


. Spirit to pray for Grace to ſet my heart 
Continually on Thee, my God; that I | 
know no joy on Earth, liks my humble A 
-dreſſes unto Thee, in my retirements ; by 
- which I can only judge of my new love, 
. .and gratitude, for thus turning of me 


from mine Iniquities, and by this miracle 


| of Mercy and Grace, haſt ſnatch'd me up 


from Hell, into this Heavenly proſpe& of 


| thine Eternal habitation of Glory. Lond.-*. 


let theſe Divine tranſports in my ap-- 
"7 4 RK proaches 
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” of MBVidnight Thoughts. - 
| oaches unto-Thee,-wean me fram the 
orld, that the remnant of my 4days | 
may be ſpent in preparing of my Soul: pf 
for. thy ſummons to Heaven, that the, | 
terrors of the Grave may not divert my. 
frail nature from coming with Joy unto -. ' 
Thee, my God, when thou art pleaſed to 
call. And I beſcech thee, make this Holy 
flame burn ſtill brighter and brighter, when | 
{1 araw near to pray, that my heart may Fy 
_ melt with joy for this my Reconciliation, 
and comfortable hope of .Eternal happineſs 
in Heaven ; and that I may be ſo ſtrong 
with Divine valour, as to welcom Death, 
' that only. can conartt me thither, 


XCVIL 


V5: God delivers @ penitent finer 


from the ſlavery of Satan, to re- 
Joyce in the freedom and felicity of his 
ſervice, it s to ſhew him a glimpſe of Hea-, 
ven, to invite hins tuither, How great a. 
czime will it then be, for ſuch a man to. 
turn.Reprobate again, after ſuch mercy x 
ſhewn ! i 
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XCVIIL | 


N Othing does Yuine more Souls, then 


not frequently examining our own 
hearts ftriftly, how they ſtand towards God; 
and with what ſincere delight we ſerve 
him, 'in our Devotions ; for the bright 


flaming zeal of a fincere ſigh, will pierce 
'Heaven, when luke-warm words uttered 
aloud, can find no entrance, nor is at all 


regarded by Almighty God, who allows . 


"vs' to knock hard at Heaven gates for 
"Entrance, when our groaning hearts ex- 


preſs our defires ; for He loves to be preſſed 


-with violence for his favonrs, to ſhew that 
we value what we pray for. 


XCIX, 


= Ndeavour above all things, while thy 
Soul is in communion with God, to 


- ;keep thy affeftion up to Wim, and ſtrive 


not-ſo much for long eloquent language, 


as to be heart- wounded, in- thy Petitions, 


for when thy Devotion flags, thy Prayer 


--is done. We ought «always to pray, 4s if we 
'were that moment to dic, which will keep 


onr- hearts intent on the great work:we-ate 
| K 2 abort ; 


00 Midnight Thoughts, . 
abont ; And he that in praying, can adorn 
his ſorrow for paſt ſins, with penitential 
tears, before he parts from God, will 
waſh them off, with tears of joy, for 
that ſorroy, 


C, 


| Here is nothing in our view more 
: deſtructful to the Souls of men, then: 


the falſe opinion, that Chriſtianity does 


impoſe ſlaviſkhLaws upon us; as if Piety . 
only conſiſted in heavy burthens,. to-be 


poor miſerable dejected Cyphers in the 
World, made up for forrows, and ſuffer 
ings, with ſelf-denial vows againſt all 


Humane natural fruitions, and felicities.;.- 


For moſt men being bred up in theſe 
miſtaken prejudices, cannot eaſily be per- 
ſwaded,. that the true Chriſtian Goſpel 


Rules for a Spiritual life, does exceed - 


thoſe carnal apperites we ſo much ſtrug- 
gle for, and the Regenerate may as much 
deſpiſes ; in compariſon of his Souls con- 
tinual feaſting on the expectation of 
Heaven, whoſe firm belief of his Eternal 


Joy, as an adopted Son of God, is a. fe-- 
licity above all the fading enjoyments 


this World can afford the moſt ambici- 
ous, 


w—— _ 
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. ouse,. luxurious perſon, who has all thar 
his heart can wiſh that way. So that »o+ 


ml Soul, they: 


1141 Can have*a more che 


he whoſe faith in Chriſt, and truſt in God, 


makes participate of all the lawful plea-- 
ſures this World affords ; and when plouſt 
iy uſed, is a delight far above what the 
wicked can pretend to, when the terrors- 


of an evil conſcience muſt imbitter his 
* fruitions. And this no man can ſo well: 


judge of, as a converted ſinner, become 
Regenerate, who has taſted, and forſa- 
ken the moſt voluptuous pleaſures this: 
World has, for the preſent joys his Soul: 
finds by Faith in his Eternal Bliſs ; which: 
ſhews that a good Chriſtian lives more- 
pleaſantly in this World, then 4. vitions» 
mas 41 ao, | 


CI: 


| Hen Chriſt has wrought his great: 
V . "miracle of Converſion in the hearts 
of the moſt obdurate ſinners, thoſe near loſt: 


men, by his grace becoming truly Rege-- 


nerate ; ſuch Evanielical ſincerity. will 

row in their hearts towards God, as to 
take more pleaſure in his ſervice, .thin all 
their paſt carnal fraitions aid afford them :: 
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So that who:wer « enriched with this Grace, 


will find Divine comforts in their retire- 
wents to be alone. with God, ſuch. as will 
beget Heavenly Raptures, andpreferve their 
hearts. the whole day after from. Satanical 
aſſaults ; and by the cuſtom of ſuch early 
Morning exerciſe, will in time beget an 
habitual delight to begin the day with 
God, and neyer forget thoſe high Ejacu- 
fations, until they meet the Lord again, 
to renew and confirm their commerce 
for Heaven. But it is no wonder, that 
men generally great ſinners, areſo hard 
to be converted, becauſe they cannot ſer 
a true value on what they underſtand 
Not-; But moſt wretched thoſe, who have 
. $een thus enlightned, and for ſome mo- 
ments rais'd to Heaven; yet are ſo frail 
by nature, and by cuſtom prone to evil, 
as to forſake theſe: Seraphick joys, and 
return to ſordid Earthly fruitions, rather 
then continue-in the aſſured everlaſting 
-Joys of Heaven; by perſevering in that 
Righteouſneſs, which they haye taſted, 
and like not. ; 


CLL 
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CIL. 


Hough David did. commit ſome 
great faults, he was a man after 
God's own heart after that, and one of 
the beſt patterns in Holy Writ, fit for us 
to-imitate; for his love, and gratitude to 
God, who by cuſtom grew to ſuch a 
pious friendſhip with his great Maker, 
that much of his life was ſpent with God 
alone in his retirements, with whom he con- 
ſalted all bjs affairs, made all his complaints 
to, and humbly begged whatever his needs 
were, with ſuch a familiar truſt in God, as 


his only ſupport, and only delight : So that ' 


if we now conſider David's great affairs, 
as a King, full of troubles, ever in Wars, 
though glorious by his Atchievements, 
ou in frequent dangers, yexed by a ſtub- 

orn People hard to govern, beſides the 
diſorders of his own Family; ſo that we 
may think he omitted no opportunity to be 


withGod; that hath left ſo many Pſalms + 
full of ſuch high Divine Raptures, ex- 


tant, to manifeſt kis great piety ; that it 
' 4s a wonder he could get ſo much ti 
for ſo many prayers, praiſes, and contem-, 


what 


Pld-night Thonghts: 103 © * 


plations, By which we may learn, that in' 


+ 
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'” what calling ſo ever God has ſet us, and 
what troubles ſo ever He appoints for us, 
we may find time to converſe with God by 
day, and uight. So that if we repent, con- 
feſs, and forſake our fins, with hearts as 
fervent towards God, as David did, no 


* doubt we ſhall be as well received, 


though neither Kings, nor Prophets. We 
may alſo call to mind, that David, as the 
leaſt conſiderable perſon of his Family, 
had the loweſt imployment, to keep his 
Fathers Sheep ; yet his heart was ther, ſet 
hizhb on God, or he might have been devou- 
red by that Lion, or that Bear he ſlew, if 
God bad not been with him, And we may 


; alfa think, that he was better acquainted. 


with God at his Flock, then Saul was on 
his Throne ; elſe he had not eſcaped Sas!'s 
furious malice, and ſo ſoon aſcended that 
Throne. By which we may ſee, that the 
greateſt King, ana meaneſt man, may learn 
of David, to love, ſerve, honour, worſhip, 
and truſt in Goa, with ſuch a delight, as 
will grow to a'friendſhip with his Creator,. 
and raiſe his Soul up unts Heaven, what- 

ſoever bis imployment on Earth is ; and 
* thoſe hours, and years of our life, which 
* wetrifle away, as a burthen to be rid of, 


| not knowing how to ſpend idly enough, 
my We. 


| 
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we may imploy as David did, and never 
be alone, when mo#t alone. Thus we may 
enjoy a happy, and bleſſed ſecurity on 
Earthz and have a true courage above 
all ſuch accidents as make ill men trem- 
ble. And thus 4 piom man enjoys 4 preſent 
communion with God, and Chriſt, by a liue- 
ly Faith, to ſuch 4 degree, as doth aſſure 
his Sonl of Eternal Bliſs in Heaven ; and 
when Satan finds us always in ſuch con- 
pany, he will have ſmall hopes to get an 


.” Audience for bis Addreſſes to defroy ne. 


So that if we can live thus like Dav:dy 
we may hope todie in God's favour like 
him 5 and as chearfuily reſign our Souls 
into God's hands, who loves us more 
then we can-love him; and though we 
cannot reach David's higheſt perfeCtions, 
as an inſpired Prophet, we may like him, 
give continual thanks to God for all we - 
have, and fing praiſe, honour, and glory 
to his Holy Name, whoſe mercy endu- 
reth for eyer. 


CIITL 


Id men watch the deceitfulneſs of fin, 
and would heartily check, the | 
appearance of evil thoughts, with the re- - 
wembrance = 


106 MViv-night Thoughts. 

| "membrance that our All-ſecing God'is ever 
preſent, to obſerve if we do fight, or do 
* invite our long known Enemies, to their ar- 
"cuſtomed conqueFF of « ; ſach precautiors 
would: make us either fear to offent!, or 
yoy to pleaſe our God, and would foon 
"reach our careleſs hearts; how to ſubdue 
thoſe Tyrant appetites afar off, which ſo 
"often do enflaye us, when permitted to 
"approach at a nearer diſtance; who do 
"bold ſuch a natural intelligence within, 


- *withthoſe ſubtle Enemies, they will with 
©. *fair pretences lead us on, until they un. 
.* *dermine our Souls, and blow us up.;be- 
- "fore we can diſcern the danger we are in; 
*ahd when once entred at ſuch a Breach, 
;*tis then too late to grapple with a Foe 
'that is in/poſlefſion of a Fort without re- 
Aſtance:gained. Yet this ſad truth by 
"Jong experience taught, is ſeldom learnt, 


ing Fetters, and conſent to- put them: on 
. before they be impoſed; and then fear 
to be too ſoon freed from ſuch a pleaſant 


own pleaſure ſhake ſuch ſhackles off;/afjd 
-be at liberty, until ſurprized by- ſome un- 
-Jook'd-for Doom, from whence is no re- 
*demption. CIV. 


"that if we but admit a Patley to Treat ; 


-beoauls we'toomuch love thoſe gliſter- 


Bondage, vainly thinking we can at our - 
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Frequent examination of our hearts,. 
3s of uſe to keep men.cloſe up to God<: 
lineſs, and ſome Rules are very neceſſary to. 
examine our hearts by, to know when we- 
walk: aright, 4s well to check remiſſneſs; as . 
to cheriſh thoſe Divine motions which do 
raiſe hearts up to Heaven, and may keep 
them there , when ſo raiſed; which 'is a; 
great aſſurance. for fleſh and bloud when: 
converts; and will beget a joyful hope. 
of being received into God's Boſom,: 
when become ſo Regenerate as to find a fits, 
cere . delight to dwell there ; which is a: 
great degree of bleſſedneſs, and a good: 
allurance that we ſhall be fo for-ever:in: 
the next World, What laborr then, -or- 
what time ſpent can be too much, to obtain. 
Grace to become ſo univerſally cleanſed from 
fin, and univerſally obedient to Gods com-. 
manas, as will produce a total reſignation. 
of our ſelves, and all our Intereſts into Gods. - 
hands, and keep onr hearts cloſe up ts Heas: 
ven, until we arrive there? For when God 
is the. prime objett of .our Souls deſire, we 
ſhall take all opportunities to retire from the 
World, to converſe with' God. in humble 
| Aaireſſes 
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”  Adareſſes for our Eternal habitation with * © 
' Him in Glory, Butif this Duty of Medi- 
ration be uſed as a ſervile Drudpery, to 
avoid a Rod held over us; we are not 
right at heart, and far from being Rege- 
nerate, far from loving God, if we take 
no delight in being with him ; for though 
- Humane Nature cannot reach to Angeli- 
cal Holineſs, yet Evangelical ſincerity 
- may be acquired by the Divine aſſiſtance, 
if rightly ſought! and then, as many 4s are 
led by the Spirit of God, are become the Sons 
of God; beyond which, no man can wiſh, 
nor think ; and when this ſtate of Bliſs is 

obtained, with what diligence ought we 

to keep it up to the higheſt pitch of love 
and- gratitude that our fancy, and our 
Faith can reach ; for by ſuch emanations 
from the Holy Ghofk, we may judge of Gods 
love to #9, and thereby gueſs what im- 
menſe Glory we ſhall have in Heaven. 
Lind thu we may daily feaFt our Souls with 
Angels food, if we can converſe with God 
aright : So that to be Regenerate, multi- 
plies our joys here, and aſſures our happi- 
neſs in Heaven ; and though no man can 
of himſelf attain to this ſtate of Grace, 
without the Divine afliftance; it-is ne- 
yer denied, if ſincerely begged ; nor was 
ever 
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7;vex given in vain to deceive any many Þ 
in ehe point of being Regenerate.. 
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a. t | 

be * \*, E have no better way to-expreſs. 

| I N our love and gratitude to God, 

* . for all his Mercies and Bleſſings, then by 

y. our ſelf-denyals : For, our obedience to 
- his Laws is duty, and no virtue to for- * 

bear a fin.that wetake no delight in ; but 

to crucifie a beloved: darling Luſt, ra- 

' ther then offend Gad by it; that is felf- 

denyal: And unto whomſoever God gives 

* grace to ao ſo, he gives 4 joyful ſatisfattion 

to his Soul for ſo great a vittory, as lays 4 

frm foundation to raiſe his Thoughts te 

.:- Heavenon: And is a good argument to 

- ſhew that he fears Gods Threats, and 

' "truſts in his Promiſes, as the greateſt. 

Teſtimony of an aCtive Faith ſo much re- 

. quired; Axd when all this is done, onr 

. Chriſtian Warfare is not done; For when 

* Carnal ſins do ceaſe, and our Appetires. 

- are. overcome by Grace, Satan ſtill pur- 

' ſues, in hope to fruſtrate the felicity of 

. . our Converſion, by diſturbing our Piety 

- with Spiritual Pride,or ſome Enthufiaſms, 
ro reduce us into his power again, So-that 

L whey 


 _whenweare beſt, we muſt Watch and Pray 
moſt, for ſnpplics of Grace to enable ns to 
fight on, leſt we end worſe then we begun. 
The ſum of all that can be tagght, 1s to 
bring men to Godlineſs and Honeſty ; 
which is the perfection of Chriſtianity. 


CVI. 


T isfaid in Scripture, That without ho- 
lineſs, no man ſhall ſee the Lord; By 
which we may ob{erve,. that Gods In- 
janctions are deſigned for mans greateſt 
Happineſs ; becauſe Holineſs is certainly 
our only true Felicity in this World; and 
cannot beleſs in the next. For if by Righ- 
teouſneſs and Faith, we may ſce a glimpſe 
of Goas Glory here; We ſhall ſee himin 
fulneſs of Glory at the ReſurreCtion ; and 
enJoy him too on Chriſts account. , 


CVII. 


O man a;d ever ſeek God with a ſincere 
heart, that miſſed to ſind him; God 


loves to be ſo ſonght,. and to beſo found, as 
we ſhall be ſure we have found him by onr |}. 
delight in him ; All which is the work of © 
the Holy Ghoſt within us, to our great 
Com 
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comfort here, always to enjoy God, if onr F 
delight be ſet on him! above all carthly 
fruitions. And thus we may find God, and 
enjoy him as well in Courts of Princes, as 
in a Wilderneſs, if weprefer nothing be- 
fore the finding of him ; and ſo the great- 
cſt Courtiers may live like Saints on 
Earth, and be Saints in Heaven when 
they die, 


CVIII. 


'"Tls not amiſs for a Righteous man 

ſometimes to fancy himſelf on h.s 
Death-Bcd, with his Friends bewailing 
his departure from them ; while he pitics 
their miſtake, who pities him, that is 
going to ſee the face of God, in the face 
of Death ; and to meet Chriſt, who with. 
open Arms comes to receive his Soul into 
his Eternal reſt; Sach Adeditations 'will 
raiſe our heartsto endeavour to die ſa, and 
will bring ua great Conſolation while we live 
ſo, in Gods favorr, that our Faith fail not 


at the laſt gaſp. 
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CIX. 


Here 1s no Felicity like Piety, no 
& Peace, no Security, no Conver- 
ſation, no diverſions can come into com- 
petition with a Divine Life , and Divine 
Love to God ; Soto fix our Intereſt in this 
world, and thenext ; for we ſhall fall as 
we live,and ſhall riſe toeverlaſting Judg- 
ment as we fall ; For though Chriſt came 
into the world to call, and to enable the 
greateſt of ſinners to become capable of this 
Felicity here, and Salvation after; We 
muſt repent and forſake our Iniquities, or 
can have no part in him. 


C X. 
V E cannot make too ftrift, a Cove. 


nant with onr Eyes and Hearts to 

waich the deceitfulneſs of Sin; And ob- 
ſerve how every look,and every thoughr, 
isnaturally apr inſenſibly- to convert in- 
nocent intentions, into evil ; before we 
diſcern the ſubtle enemy undermining of 
our Souls, with the fair appearances of 
harmleſs diverſions, if too much indul- 
ged! until they become deſtroying _ 
l. 
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CXI. 


"I Od often treats his profeſſed Lovers, 
as we do - one ahother , when we - 

find that a profeſſed friend has ſome con- 
cealed Jewel that he prizes aboye his pro-' 
feſſions; though he offer up all the' reſt - 
which we defire not ; we reject his Com- 
plement, and ſtill deſire to have that re- - 
ſerved: beloved ' Jewel which he values 
above our Favours, And ſo God rejects - 
all our Complemental Services,” xnt:/ our 
reſerved darling Luſt be offered up to him, 
as the.Jewel we moſt prize, and the on- - 
ly ſacrifice he will accept; Then in return, - 
of our whole hearts , he will give himſelf, 
£0. #5 for ever. 


CX1LI.: 


- Et him that. thinks - he ſtands moſt * 
fixed in Heaven, take heed leſt. he- 
fall; and remember :that* David 7 and | 
Solomon,. (both of them Gods Favorites) 
could not ſtand longer then by his Grace - 
ſupported ; nor were our Saviours belo- 
ved Diſciples, all free from ſtumbling; by : 
which, and many more exampley, we are * 
3 caught. - - 


” . H4 Minight Thoughts. 

” _ravght not to preſume on our own righ- 
teouſneſs ; but to Jook on our Frailties 
as inherent to us, leſt Duſt and Aſhes 
ſhould preſume on our own performen- 
ces, without continual Addreſles to God 
for ſuch Supplies as we do every moment 
need. And we may alſo think that God 
pernſits ſome good men to ſome relapſes, 
to awaken, and quicken ther to the fre- 
quent duty of his Wotſhip,: ſo to own 
him, that no man may hope to ferve 
him as he ought, without him. For $Sa- 
tan ts moſt buſie and ambitious to reduce 
a: Convert out of Chriſts flock, to be- 
come his ſlave again ; rather then'to-con. 
tinue his Celeftial freedom; fuch a 
victory he accounts his Maſter-piece, fo 
to ſubdue careleſs men, who toe much 
truſt unto their own Integrity, and take 
no heed how they ſtand, leſt chey fall. 


'CXIIT. 


+ E cannot Pray too often, becauſe 
V - frequent ſincere Prayers do 
bring down Bleflings trom Heaven; but 
when we-mak: negligent Addrefles, they 
'ſhew ſucha difreſpet;, that the Glgrious 
Majeſty: we approach; .tumns from us, 
R in 
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in: contempt of ſuch careleſs Petitions, - 
For when we are excited to Divine Wor- 
ſhip by the Holy Ghoſt , God looks for ſuch 
intention of Spirit, with vigour in our Deva- 
ton, that ſhews bow munch we value what 
we pray for ; He admits of our frequent: 
zeal at all times, though he ſees our un-- 
worthineſs, and never fails to cheriſh. an 
humblecoatrite Spirit, when he rejects a 
preſumptuous Babbler. So that when we 
approach to Pray,our firſt Petition ſhould 
be, for Grace to prevent all diverſions 
from Satan, and our ſelves, who where 
his publick remptations fail, is ever buſie 
to diſturb our Devotions with frivolous . 
or foul ſuggeſtions, 


CXIV: 


*T Ow can we think that God deth-: 

 K& belicyethe frequent Profeſſions we 
make,that we love Himabove all things, 
when we forſake him-ſo often for trixial, 
and vain fruitions ?. for though no man 
is free from ſuch Frailties, as we ought 
to Waich, and Pray for amendment of- 


by Grace from above! For to be abſo- 2 


lately. perfect, is impoſſible, .becauſe our a 
Nature will not admitof ſuch Angelical 'Z 
| pEr- 
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perfection ;, yet no-manought to queſti - 
on his ſincerity, becauſe he eannot do, 
that:which is impoſſible for men to do. 


CXV. 


NV * ſpend much of our time in lay-- 
V -/ ing foundations for Happineſs 


on Earth ; when: our Happineſs is, that 
we have none here , but-what- we can 
raiſe from our Hopes to find in Heaven ; 
which' we are ſeldom- inclined: to- think 
on; but when we find we are not ſo well 
provided for here, as we Hope to be 
there. 


CXVI. 


' © Ll men know that every moment 

of our Lives, every ſtep we make, 
does advance us' towards the Grave; 
but we do not ſerioully enough conſider 
of this our-greateſt concern, while we 
march on with merry: hearts rowards our 
Eternal Habitation. of Reſt,” and happi- 
neſs in Heayen ; (as we think) but in our 


careleſs journey thither , . do entertain - 


| our Souls' with ſuch worthleſs Vanities, 
” orſuch known Wickedneſs, for our Di- 
; "x verſions; 
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verfions ; that we do often: miſtake the 
way, if not quite loſe it, and ſo arrive 
at a diſmal Habitation of Woe, before 
we ſee whither we are going; 


CXVIE 


E cannot Love, or Fear God too- 
V much, we cannot Thank Him, 
or Truſt in Him too much, nor. Think of 
Him too often,. from. whom- we have all 
that we enjoy, and on whoſe free Mercy 
our Eternal Doom depends; and this 
Moment may be that Doom to every one 
of us. So they he is the moſt Happy man in 
this World, that Lives ever the moſt re 
to Die; With a fincere deſire to be wit | 
God ; which is- a ſure mark of his Re- . ..z 
conciliation, and Adoption; To love God 
thus, and to be thus beloved of Him, will 
bring us to delight in God above all his 
Creatures , which is the higheſt Felicity 
onr Piety can aim at. ' 


CXVIII 
4 Prayer.]. 
Ord: Enrich all Hearts: with Divine- © 
Love, that deſire it, and —_— I 
' their. * 
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eir Souls with ſuch” defires towards 
Thee, as to Live Righteouſly, and to 
value ſuch enlightning Comforts as flow 
from thoſe Tranſports thou doeſt afford unto 
Reconciled finners, become Regenerate; 
fo toencourage them to Inform, and Re- 
claim ſuchas go Aſtray, by ſeeing the 
vaſtdelights that do attend thine Adop- 
ted Sons, in their way to Heaven ; And 
by that bright Light from above, to judge 
-> thy Celeſtial juys prepared for them 
re, 


. 


CXIX, 


Ot to think at all, is impoſſible, and 


ought not to think of, is too Natural to 
us; -but to think of the Everlafting Tor- 
ments in Hell, comparatively with our 
petty ſhort Pains here, will Fright us 


'. Into ſome Care not to offend God ſo, as 


to ſend us thither: But to think of the 
oys of Heaven as we ought, and by our 
Faith in Chriſt to bring us thither ; with 
onr Love to God, our Chriſtian Charity, our 
Parity of Heart, and our Humility to God 
wid Mas ; Which is the Divine Lovers 
part,. who ever thinking on bis _ 
na 


. N. to think too much of what we. 
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nal Bliſs, and how to pleaſe God maſt, | 
ſo to prepare for Heaven, which he ſees 
every momentis at hand 3 and the joy- 
ful expeation of that Happy Hour, 1s 
his Souls continual Conſolation ; asthoſe 
will find, who do Sincerely labour for it, 


| CXX, 


T.is one of the Devils chief Arts,” to 
cheat men into a belief that itis a 
; Melancholly thing to be Religious ; But 

| amantruly Regenerate, will need no other 

I' arguments to convince the contrary, then 

' what he findsin his own Heart of - Delight, 

' when the Holy Ghoſt has taken poſſeſſion 
'* there; and when hi; Retirements with God, 
will furniſh himſo fully with his Lavi 
i Kindneſs, and thoſe Enlightning Gifts, 
| thoſe Beatifying Graces, and Refreſhing 
Comforts, thoſe Divine Manifeſtations of 
his preſence, creating ſuch a Joy, with ſuch 
Peace of Conſcience , that no Carnal -Ap- 
petites, nor allthe Malice of Men and De- 
vils, can remove him from his firm Sta- 
tion of Bliſs, which be participates of inthis 
proſpect of Heaven only. But no man . 
believe this; nor gueſs at the Feligleyof - 
a Pious-Life, untif he do obtain Grace Þ 
to become Regenerate. CXXTI- ts 


rae? . 


q x 4 's 5 "wh, (# = es C Ms . . 
S * /n . 


* 836 - Vidnight Thoughts. 
CXXL 


Hoever conſiders that his day 

of Death, 'is his day of Judg- 
ment , for his Eternal Being; will. find 
that his time yet to Live, is little enough 
to ask God Pardon for the time he has 
miſpent ; Whoever doth cloſely and ſe- 
riouſly ſet to this great work of Con- 
verſion, will find that his Sighs and 
Tears ,, will produce more Joy in his 
Latter-days, then re-afting his former 
Crimes would be, when the two Eterni- 
tics are put into the Scales. 


CXXII, 


Et us not pleaſe our ſelves with pre- 
H ſumptuous Thoughts, That we are 
the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, till we have 
examinedour Hearts ſtriflly, to- find if we 
are free from all Habitual Sins, in Thanght, 
Word, and Deed ; for God will uot dwell in 
4 Pollated Temple : We muſt next examine 
what proportion of Divine foy, the Holy 
Spirit fills our New Hearts with , to Con- 
| ”m, and Santtify our Souls, in the Love, 

" and Service of God, thus dwelling in #s 3 
EF. © 4n 


" 


. © 


And then obſerve, what a new kind of en- 
tertainment it is, to Delight in God, with 
the peace of a quiet Conſcience ;. which'by 
frequent Meditations , will hold us up 
above the reach of any ſtorms, that Sa- 
tan can raiſe, or the malice of Men can 
contrive againſt us; And tlien we are $6 
fix all this Happinefs, by worthy receiv- 
ing of the Holy Sacrament, So as Chrift 
may ibe Born within us , and be ſo \'Vyired 
Anto;us, as toconfirm our Spiritual Filia» 
tion: Thus qualified , we may' look on out 
ſelves as Temples of the Holy Ghoſt ; 1n all 
humility rejoycing to be lo Bletled, when 
we areſo, 


CXXIIL 
} 
E ought to enter Caveats in out 
Hearts, againſt the approaches 
of ſuch ſorts of Temptations as we fear moſt 
and on all occafions, to ſearch the \Regiftt# 
of oar Vows made to Gud; to ſee if we 
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do not ſtand pre-ingaged to Him, torer-—: 


ſiſt the Temptation then Aſſaulting vs; 
and if ſo, how unworthy ſhall we be fo 
to break our Word with God, upon Re- 
cord ; and how dangerous to provoke his 
anger by ſuch a Contempt ; thus we may 
de. 
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deſtroy many deſigns from Satan, and 
our ſelves oftentimes the worſe Devil 
of the two. | 


CXXIV. 


we are too often abuſed by flatter- 
| * ing diverſions, &4: if Holy Medit a- 
t:0ns were not more pleaſant, and more du- 
vable, then vain delights; Which rob us of 


our real Eſſential Joys, for ſhadows of 
Pleaſures, that ever abuſe us. 


CXXV, 


| E ought often to conſider of how 
| little valueall'is, that we have !' 
on Earth, which we muſt for ever de- 
part from when we die; and ſhould 
therefore.ſet our ſelves to ſecure a Bleſſed 
Eternity where we go; Andwhich God 
invites us to, on the eaſie terms of repen- 
ting our paſt ſins ; and forſaking thoſe 
Crimes, which we haye been ſo often 
cloyed with. 


CXXVI, 


vi, 
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CXXVLI. 


Et thy Spiritual Reſarretion from ſin, 
(which is Gods works within. thee) 
aſſure thy reconciliation , and confirm thy 
Eleftion, ſo 4s to fill thy heart with bright 
flames of a ſincere Evangelical Devotion, 
that thou mayeFt live and ſerve God chear- 
fully, until thy time comes to die; And then 
with a Holy valour paſs through the 
Grave with a lively Faith to participare 
of His Glory, at the ReſurreCtion ; For 
by a ready ſubmiſſion, thou wilt Conquer 
that great Tyrant Death, by a foreſight of 
thoſe Celeſtial joys, that- raiſe thy Soul to 
know thou ſhalt be with God, the moment 
that thou dieſt, HAS; 


A 


CXXVII, 


WE ought to Pray continually for the 

Holy Ghoſt to dwell in us; to in- 
form and enable us to do our duty in all 
things, with the Spirit of Faiths which 
will improve our zeal, and to contemn 
this Worlds Glories, and will fill out 
hearts with higher thoughts for a joyful 
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expectation of a Crown in Heaven, pre- 
pared for thofe who yalue ir, 


CXXVIIL. 


TE ſrould always have in mind when 

the Spirit and the Fleſh conteft 

within ws ; That our Will is the Judge 

berween thoſe two Solicitors, and that 

God leaves the option of our Eternal 

Bliſs, or Eternal Woe tous; that is, whes 

ther we will become Spiritual Diſciples, 

or Carnal Sinners; for no Temptations 

can make us guilty, unleſs we canſcat 
eo fin. 


CXXIX. 


He greateft argument againſt De- 
ipair, and for a Pjqus Life, is very 

ſhort : That if we an repent, and forſake 
our fins with a ſincere univerſal obedience for 
rhe future; we ſball be as certain to par- 
rake of Gods promiſed Mercies, as if we 
had never. goue on in thoſe former ſins ; 
Though great and frequently. repeated, 
which is-great comfort unto all ſuch ag. 
Hope togo to Heaven, h 


CXXX, 
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He generality of mankind, do ſpend 

moſt part: of their, Lives, on the 
delightful Acquiſition of Wealth, Honour, 
Learning, or the like z and arg but yn- 
«kilfal Merchants, that purchaſe Rith | 
Jewels, with more hazards, and at higher 
Rates, then their intrinfick value will 
afford them to be gainers by, when qb- 
tained. And for which, we pay maſt 
part. of our :precious time ,- that is the 
only Treaſure we: have;/ and of much 
more worth, .thenat-we can purchaſe in 
this World, by the profuſe expence of 
that time, on fuch gliſtering Trifles as 
muſt periſh with us, if not before us; 
When. a. tenth. part of our mi: ſpent time, 
weuld. procure Eternal: Wealth , Haour 
and.fay beyoud expreſſion for our Immortal 
Souls if we would devoutly Traffick for Hea= 
veu: But we are naturally inclined to (et 
our hearts on: preſent Fruitions, mare 
then a hundred times their value in re- 


verſion ;. becauſe Acaven is, or may be 


far off, and we have time enough to 
think of that, when we have nothing 
elſe todo; though this minute'we may 
M 3 be 
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becalled to our Eternal Doom ; and too. 
late find the difference berween a Re- 
probate, anda Regenerate Life, 


CXXXI: 


Man truly Regenerate, will not ad* | 
mit of the leaf conteſt from Carnal 
Appetites, his heart being ſo fixed on Hea- 
wvenly joys, that he deteſts all approaches 
ro divert him, as below the pleaſure he has 
in his Converſation with God'in private ; 
Who he believes will affuredly bring him 
to Heaven, if he prefer his Service, - be= 
fore the fading Bubbles of this World. 


CXXXII, 


F all the Bleflings that God be- 
| ſtows on men, There is none greater 
then the Peace of Conſcience, which a Pionts 


man finds when he is dying with great com- 
fort; And which-ought ro invite all men 
to live Divine Lives, with aſſurance that 
God ſees our ſincerity, and gives ſuffici- 
ent grace accordingly, at the hour of 
Death, 


CXXXIL 


"night Thounhts. 
CXXXIN. 
\ Great Reprobate, (by the Grace of 


God) become Regenerate, can expe- 
rimentally judge bow much the felicity of 
Piety doth exceed his former Epicariſms : 
Men in this World, without putting Eter- 
nity into the Scales, againſt moments ; 
and obſerves that the continual tranqur- 
lity ofa quiet Conſcience is much more 
pleaſant, thenall his-paſt unlawful Frui- 
tions, attended with ſuch Terrors as a 
guilty Soul is loaded with: T 


CXXXIV. 


Very Pious man that has forſaken his 
FE ſins, - for-fear to offend God , who 
he pretends to love alſo; does begin 
well: And when God fees his ſincerity to 
obey him in all things, He will not let him 
reſt there, but adds Faith and Grace till 
his heart longs for anearer Communion with 
Chriſt in Heaven; and by a daily cuſtom of © | 
ſuch elevated Meaitations, God will brin 
this Pious man to deſpiſe this World, ab 
to-overcome the Terrors of the Grave, 
by his expeation of Heayen, where his 
Soul-longs to be. CXXXV, 


1 ES 
4 - _ LE] : Z G 
” a #4 * Oy . F * . 
GXXXYV, 


FE muſt not defire to die, to berid' 

of affliction here ; But if we can 
abtain Grace for ſo Divine a Love to God, 
as.ta be glad togoto Him, when He calls 
for «s z That will be enough; and ſuch 
holy courage at the hour of death; will 
bring great Joy to our expiring Souls... 


CXX-X VI. 


"He Souls of Righteous: r men, are 
ſaid to be with God the moment 

they expire; But towhar degree of Bliſs 
they are admitted before the ReſurreCti- 
on; 4s not revealed -unte- men; ;; Bat xt 
enongh ſor ns to believe that God rake; on Y 
of theſe Souls that ſerved, aud. truſie 
Him, as well as for his departed Nine: ; 
We need to defire no. more then to be 
with. them: 


CXXXVIL 


He Deſign: of Reading the Scrip- 
zures ,, Preaching , Praying, and 

F —_ 1sto. bring us to lead ſuch Ow 
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Lives, as may ſhew our Faith and 'Love 
toGod; And ſo to divert our hearts from 
Worldly vanities , by conſtant Meditations 
on the Joys of Heaven, to invite us thi- 
ther : And alſo encourage our timerous 
Souls with grace from above, to contemn 
the Grave, where they ſhall not reſt one 
moment. Which if well conſidered, our 
Holy Reſolutions would ſcorri' to fear, 
and ſhrink back from the-laſt ſtep we 
muſt make, to take poſic{ſion of the 
Crown we ſeem to labour for, which will 
ſhew that we have but cold deſues.to. 
be with God. 


CXXXVIII. 


O Regenerate man can be miſtaken 

In Gods Service, who ſets his Heart 
lincerely to that. work; for God who 
ſees eur hearts throughout, will not 
loſe ſuch a Votary ; bur wil! Santify 
his zeal, and make hm ſee that an 
humble contrite heart, is the Sacrifice He 
likes ; And will ſpew by hisret#rns of Cams 
fort, and Conſolation to ſuch 4 man, that 
his Soul will be tranſported with Raptares 
of joy, if bis Divine Contemplations ; when 
hs finds ſuch impard aſſurance of Gods 0 
FRAE 


' that he Cannot doubt of his Reconciliation; 
when thus enriched with Grace, and thusled 
by the Hely Gho#t, his devout heart will 
riſe higher, with bright flames of Love; 
aſpiring to get into.Chriſts boſom. 


CXXXIX: 


WE ſhould in our Meditations, oft en 

reflef& on the mnquiet, and uncertain 
wealth and: Honoars of this World, and how 
unworthy ſuch fleeting fruitions are, to be 
Preferred before Eternal felicities ; that ſo 
we may not ſet our hearts, and ſpend our 
time on ſuch vain acquiſitions, when im- 
mortal happineſs will'be had on eaſier, 
and more certain terms, and we ſurely 
become the Sons of God. 


CXL. 


He greateſt buſineſs of our Lives is 
to learn ro die with holy courage, 
and not to ſtart from the Grave, nor re- 

| . pine at ſuch means and methods, as our 
kind God appoints, to make us willing to 
come to Him, and by ſuch-gentle corre- 
tions, to withdraw us from the World, , 
that or hearts may be always working *Þ: 
"SF : t0Waras | 
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towards his Throne of Mercy; where Chrift 
has purchaſed places for converted fin- 
ners, amongſt the Angels, and has appoin- 
ted his Holy Spirit to invite, aud condutt us 
thither, by his inward comforts which 
grow from the Goſpel-promiſes, (and is 
the Chriſtian Faith ) that repented fins 
forſaken, ſhall not be charged on us in 
this World, nor the next; which 1s the 
foundation of Divine valour in a dying 
convert, 


CXLI1. 


He generality of mankind, are natu- 
' A rally inclined to love thoſe who love 
them, and to judge of Friendſhip and Ha- 
tred, by the affiſting or croffing our de- 
ſigns in this World ; and the univerſal ob- 
zect herein, 18 Death : So then we are to 
conſider the real effeCts of this great Mo- 
narchs power, that controuls the World, 
and ſee whether he be a more general 
Friend, or Enemy to mankind : For as he 


cuts down ſome in their firſt Buds, others 


inthe prime Bloſſoms of their youth, and 
ſurprizes many of riper years, by hurry- 
ing them into unexpected deſtrution, 
from ſuch Wealch, and Honours, as their 
carnal 


carnal hearts were moſt delighted with ; 

yer the ſame Death, is kind to the moſt 
of men, who are opprefſed with various 
ſorrs of Agonies, both of mind and body, 
beyond the cure of the beſt Remedies, 
until by Death releaſed from all degrees 
of maladies, and miſeries. Now if all this 
be well conſfulered, we may bring onr ſelves 
to ſuch an acquaintance with this mighty 
HHonarch Death, by a daily converſation, 
and preparation for our ſubmiſſion to his un- 
reſittable command, ſo as to rejoyce when 
we are freed from future evils, and by 
Death condntted to our Eternal RefF, And 
the ſame moment that our Souls expire, 
we ſhall conquer Him, who conquers. all 
the World; and for ever Triumph over 
his Victories over as. So that 'tis our 
weak Faith, and frail Nature, that makes 
Death ſeem ſo terrible an Enemy unto 
aarighteous men only. 


CXL11, 


| * þ He true Joy 'of a good Soul in this world, 
« the very joy in Heaven, only there 


tis ſuperinreſted with Glory, which a 
- - :Righreous man enjoys that moment he ; 


-dics, without any ſtop by the way. 
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CXLIIL 


Here 1s nothing more worthy of our 
7 continual thoughts, our utmoſt-en-- 
deavours, and hearty prayers, they ts 0b— 
tain the Bleſſeaneſs to become Regenerate : 
For when the Holy Ghoſt ſanttifies the heart 
of ſuch a man, with the comfortable marks 
of his Reconciliation, and Aaoption, thats 
#141 will ſoon find the continual feait of 4 


good--conſcience while he lives, to be more 
pleaſant then all ether things which this 


World affords; and at his hour of death; 
the felicity of his Adoption will fill his 
Soul with holy valour, and accompany 
him to his Everlaſting Glory. Which joy 
no mortal fancy can conceive, and is the 
higheſt works of our ſtrongeſt Faith to 
think on, and to prepare for. 


CXLIV. 


T TE that can upon examination, find 
| ſuch comfort in - his Soul, as to be 
ever ready and willing to appear at the 


4 day of Judgment, mt be enlightned and - 
Þ £#i4ed by the Holy Gho#t, and ſantt:fied by 
4 * Spiritual Reſurreftion from ſin to grace, 


and 


4 
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and from all worldly temptations ; ſo as 
his chicf delight, w:l! be :n a Divine con- 
verfation with God, by frequent approaches, 
for the continuance of ſuch mercies as 
have ſo raifed him from the terrors of 
Hell, unto the joys:of Heaven. 


CXLV. 


4. 
rn 


{gen truly Piou man, ts. always blowing 
up hs ſmoaking Flax, to flaming 
Love, for thoſe daily mercies and bleflings 
he receives from God z ſo to teach others 
the felicity he finds therein, to invite 

them to Heaven. 


CXLVL 


. 


O hear, to read, to wtite and medi- 

tate, and to pray often, are the 
means to underſtand our Duty unto God, 
as alſo to fix our Faith: But if we do not 
live and practife accordingly, our. great 
knowledge will aggravate our crimes, 
and provoke God's anger againſt us, for 
lighting thoſe Divine Inftruftions, which 
the Holy Ghoſt inſpires us with, and fc 
which God expects an account from us 


CXLVIg: 
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CXLVIIL 


E that can make a total reſignation 

of himſelf, with all hisIntereſts,in- 
to God's hands, has made a great ad- 
vance towards Heaven, and may truſt in 
God ; ſo the foundation of his Truſt, be laid 
acep in a fixed heart, on a Spiritual Re- 
ſurreftion, univerſally cleanſed from all 
known ſins, and ſo Reconciled, that God will 


accept of the Truſt : But we arc too apt 


to miſtake ſuch Reſignations, and to flat- 
ter oar (elves with Peace of Conſcience 
on that account, without a due Examina- 
tion, whether all our aCtions and affeCti- 
ons, do juſtifie ſuch a Reſignation as we 
offer up to God ; without which, it is a 
great preſumption to pretend to Truſt 
in God. 


CXLVIIL 


O be Regenerate , does include all 

Blefſedneſs thatwe are capable of in 

this World, with a joyful proſpect ints 

thoſe Erernal felicities we ſhall have in 

Heaven; and is a ſure Teſtimony of our 
Reconciliation. 

N 2 CXLIX, 
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| CX LIX; 


Here's nothing more clear, thenthat 
Holineſs is the foundation: of true 
Happineſs, even in this World, and can- 
not be doubted im the next; for whoever 
lives a Divine life, will: have his heart 


full of Divine love to God, and then will 


ſoon find the felicity of Piety; to be ſo 
much more pleaſant then all other Diver- 
ſ1ons, that he will take all the opportu- 
' mities. he can, both day and” night to ap= 
proach God in Holy Meditations, and 'hum- 
ble Prayers, as the moſt delightful enter- 


tainment his Soul is: capable of on this. 


ſide Heaven; and will find God 's favour 
confirmed to him, by Grace ſufficient to 
ſupport his- contented heart-through all 
the Storms this World can raiſe; and fill 
him with joyful thoughts of his Salva- 
tion at the hour of death, which is our 


higheſt Aim, by the perfection of. Piety. 


ro obtain, 


CL. 
[ 4 Prayer, ] 


- Ord giveus Grace to diſcern the bot- 
tom of our own hearts, that: we be 


noti.y 
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| not deceived by too Night a ſearch for 


Divine Love there ; nor flatter our ſelves 
with hopes of being Favourites in Hea- 
ven, while we prefer thy Creatures be- 
fore Thee, and ſee it not. Lord gnide us 
by thy Divine Light, and make us ſee that 
true Devotion is the moſt ſatisfying di- 
verſion we can have ; and will enrich our 
hearts with deſires. to be with. Thee in 
Paradiſe, and will create courage to paſs 
chearfully through the Grave, ſo to ju- 
ſtifie our Faith, by our laſt ſtep out of 
this World, into a glorious Eternity with 
Thee our God, , 


CLE. 


F we conſider how many times we 
have ſtumbled, in our. Chriſtian courſe, 
and how many times fallen, and by what 
ſmall Rubs been overthrown, we ſhould : 
take more care to ſtumble no more at 
ſuch Straws; but pray for Grace to en- 
able us. to run 'over all 'Mountainous - 
temptations; if they croſs our way to 
Heaven ; and when God ſees a vigorous - 
ſincerity to ſerve, love, and truſt in Him, 
He is then ready to ſupport us. through 
the whole courſe of ourlives; which no 
| N 3 man - 


*. 733 MfdnightThoughts. 

; man can doubt of, that obſerves how 
God admits of our many rilings, after ſo 
many great and wilful falls as moſt men 
make; and yet He ſtill invites us to re- | 
pair paſt Evils, by running out our new 
courſe better, with a due proſpect to our 
laſt ſtep into the Grave, from whence we 
muſt ariſe to claim the Crown we run 
for. And this will raiſe all devout hearts, 
to the brighteſt flame of Faith, and Love, 
that men are capable of; when we confi- 

der: that every moment of our life, may 
be that laſt ſtep, by which we muſt gain, 
or loſe the Crown we run for. 


CLIT. 


-Ecauſe Angelical obedience is a per- 
feftion of Holineſs above. the capa- 
. City of Humane Nature, God does make 
allowance for ſincerity in performance | 
of Duties z but Himſeif holds the Scales, 
to ſee that our ſincerity be full weight, 
according, to the grains He allows us... 
And the Holy Ghoſt within us, has a Con- 
tinual Treaſury, where thoſe grains are 
ſo repoſited, as to be ever ready.to ſup- 
ply our ſincerity, and to turn the Scales] 
for our advantage, according to cveryj 
maT 
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- frequent Meditations, will find them to 
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mans utmoſt endeavours, which will ne- * 
yer be rejeted for want of weight. 


CLIII 


Et no man deſpair of the forgiveneſs-. 

of his ſins, if he do confeſs them to 
God, and. do turn from them to Him 
with ſincere contrition, and repentance, - } 
devoutly practiſed for the fature, in Obe- . 3 
dience, Love, and Faith, truſting in Gods 
Mercy and Grace, with our reliance on- 
Chriſts Righteouſneſs imparted unto us3z 
on which afſurance, we may live with 
comfort, and die with joy. And who- 
ever doth entertain himſelf with ſach 


be the moſt delightful diverſions he can 
have, to conſider that though we may- * 
fail in our beſt endeavours, Gods Mercy- 
and Chriſts Righteouſneſs can never fail, . 
can never be exhauſted on our fins, 
by ſupporting ſincere Penitents , until” } 
brought unto Heaven ; ſo that in this-% 
high expectation of future Eternal Bliſz, 3 
we ought to be contented with our Lors*? 
on Earth, whatever they be ; truſting in. 
Gods free Mercy, and Chriſts Merits,- 
without deſpairing of our Salvation, it 
We 


140 Did-night Thoughts. 
we can repent paſt crimes, and forſake ' 
them for the-future : But if we have not 
a Reſurreftion frem ſin in this World, we 
ſhall have no Reſurrection to Glory in: 
the next World... 


CLIV. 


Pp and Faith, include all Chriſtia- 
; nity ; but we often miſtake Praying, 
Preaching,” and Godly talk,. for Piety, 
which' are but. ſteps towards it; for we 
are. obliged. to do Righteouſneſs, or elſe 
we are not of God: and ſo it is with 
thoſe who think their Faith ſufficient, that 
can” ( Parrot-like ) repeat their Creed ; 
when 'tis our active-Faith that is requi- 
red, to do what the Goſpel teaches: So 
that if a due regard to Faith, and Piety 
be ſettled in our hearts, we ſhould find . 
mare time. for : Meditations on thoſe great 
concerns, whatever our Callings, or Im- 
 ployments be; for our Bodies cannot be 
> fſo.cngagd to labour, or 'in any Court- 
©  crouds ſo imploy'd, but our. Souls may 
be raiſed up to Gold in fervent Ejacula- 
tions, without any Tongue- noiſe, or Face- 
diſcovery, to- inform God, who knows 
our. hearts better then our ſelyes do. = 
cat - 


Viv-night Thoughts: 14x 
that by Faith, and Piety, we may converſe 
with God here, and begin our Eternal hap-: 
pineſs on Earth. 


CLV. 


T is a wonder to ſee that all mankind' 

' ſhould be loth to leave this World, 
where ſo few are truly happy, or that 
think themſelves ſo; ( as to be conten- 
ted: ) The weak Old ſick man, would 
liveon in pains ; the ſtrong and healthy 
Youth, the Rich, the Poor, 'the great in 
Titles and Commands, the Mighty Prin- 
ccs, and their Slaves, all of all ſorts are: 
ſubject to repine, to Envy, and to Ma. 
lice, Revenge, and Avarice, to Ambitiand,. 
or ſome other diſcontent: that robs their 
hearts of peace; and yet all deſire to 
live on: though our days; if juſtly divided ! 
we ſhould find three parts of four, allot- 
ted unto cares; fears; troubles; and for-. 
rows; and the remaining part; enter- 
tained with ſhadows of delight; to mock 
our ſenſes, rather then ſuch real plea- 
ſures as can affe& our Souls; and yet no- 
time, no arguments; no- examples, nor 
our own daily experience, can divert our 
frail Natures from this infelicity, which 
Was. 
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was created with us,by a mighty Provi- 
dence, to ſhew that our time of Sojour- 
ning here, muſt not afford any thing of 
value to divert our hearts from aimin# 
at our Eternal habitation of Reſt ; where 
we are to expect more felicity, then we 
now know how to wiſh for. But this the 
Regenerate man can only under fland, who 
knows the felicity of Piety, and finds there 
1s no ſecurity on Earth, but in loving, 
fearing, and ſerving'God, which aſſures 
him of a place in Heaven, and gives him 
a Comfortable pallage thicher. 


CLVL 


'F men did conſider their Chriſtian cal. 
 Þ& ling, and the miraculeus Plantation 
of the Gofpel of Chriſt, by twelye illite- 
Tate men, who were taught by the Spirit of 
God, for the converſion of the then Hea- 
then World ; we ſhould now have more 
active Faith, then generally appears by 
the lives of men ; for though we are not 
called ro a fevere blondy Martyrdom, 
as in- the:Primitive: Age, to juſtifie our 
Faith by Torments unto death-:; But by 
. the great mercy of God, our required 

'Marryrdom ts now ſo gentle, RE 
riſon 
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riſon of their ſuffermgs; that wg; are only 
called to Obedience, and Fairlſh only to 
own what thoſe Bleſſed Martyrs died for. 
So that if we prefer Gods Glory and his 
Service,. before our own Carnal Appe- 
tites, we ſhall refiſt all temptations to 
Luft, and Vanities, which offend God, 
and deſtroy our preſent felicity alſo. 
When this caſie happy Martyrdom of 
ſin, is only required of us, to-repent paſt 
crimes, and forbear to repeat them ; we 
ſhall receive in lieu thereof, Gods fayour 
here, and-Etcrnal-Joy in Heaven, 


CLVII. 


A Frequent confideration of onr Rate 

"A towards God, ſhews us the beſt 
proſpett towards Heaven, and doth teach 
us the way thither ; and begets holy de- 
ſires on the expectation of our future 
Joys ; and ſuch confideration alfo, gives 
us the proſpect of thofe everlaſting flames 
that attend us in Hell, if we run-on in 
finning ; and will terrifie our hearts with 
the expectation of future Torments, if 
we neither value Gods promiſes, nor 
fear his threats: So that nothing can be 
more concern to mankind, then frequent 
and 
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and. ſerious. conſideration, of all-we (ay, 
.do, and Mink, 


CLVIIL 


fear to die, is a contradiction to 

our Faith, and all the zeal-we pro- 

feſs to God, when we fear tobe with Him 

in Glory ; and by which, we undervalue 

Chriſts purchaſe of a place in Heaven for 

us, by preferring our abode here, before 

Eternal happineſs with Him, which we 
can never obtain-but by dying.. 


CLIX. 


O conſiderate man can pretend-to 
Y. fear God, and do what he is ſure 
will offend Him ; nor can he think-that 
he loves God, when by committing wil- 
ful known ſins, he contemns his Laws ; 
Ror can he believe that he has any argu- 
ment to truſt in God, who.does neither 
love, fear, nor ferve him as he ought; 
Nor can pretend to any parcel of Divine 
Grace, or comfort in death, if he live and 
dic in his habitual courſe of ſinning; 


CLY; 


CL X; ; 


Hy do Chriſtians fear to die, byt 

V y becauſe we do not live after 

f Chriſtian Principles ; which negle&, be- 
gets infidelity, and makes us doubt togo . 
unto Chriſt, elſe we could not fear to be 
with Him, who fits at Gods right hand in 
- Heaven; and where we may participate 
| of his Eternal Glory, if welive after his 
Goſpel Rules here z by which -we ſhall 
p ſcorn the terrors of Death, and make our 


days on Earth alſo as happy, as long. 
Bur if we goon in Voluptuous Iniquities, 
mper'd up for the day of Slaughter, 
twill be no wonder that we tremble at 
our Diſſolution, and the approach of the 


ready todie, and fit to ſtep into Eternity z 
the Grave will prove eafier, rhen a long 


'of our beſt Worldly eni'oyments, that 
keep our hearts from Heayen. 0] 


CLX1: 


b 660-3 
JT" Reguent confideration of onr Etermity, 
. does beget a ane examination of our 
hearts, 


|* terrible day of Judgment, But if welive - - 


. | - life, if compared with the ſhort pleaſures . r 
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z hearts, whether God be there, to dire aud 
| ſupport ws in onr way to Heaven; or if 
Satan governs, what a diſmal Eternity 
we ate haſting to; ſo that to have God 
always in our ſight, by a frequent examina- ad 
tion of our hearts, we may check the firſt 
appearance of Evil, with the thought of i 
Eternal condemnation ; but 4f Good- 
neſs inhabit here, then to cheriſh ſuch 
thoughts. as will blow the holy Fire into 
flaming Zeal, and declare an Intereſt in {M- 
Chriſt : 4nd by a daily cuſtom thus to re- | 
tire and conſider of our Salvation, will fill 
eur hearts with ſuch a pleaſing habit of Ho- 
lineſs, as will bring God home to #, who 
will not permit a wicked thought where * 
He is pleaſed to dwell. | 


i 


CLXH. 


F we did duly conſider that our tranſpa- 
[| rent hearts, do ſhew our moſt ſecret 
thoughts to Goa, we ſhould not ſo often * 
provoke him to Anger, by putting our 
evil thoughts into action ; this would be 
of great uſe, if by praQices we can bring 1 
cur hearts to be as tranſparent to'our? 
ſely 8, as they are to God ; and would:: 
4na lictle time obtain Grace to caſt out ! 
wicked 


{ 
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wicked fancies, as faſt as Satan can ſug- 
geſt them, or our own fancies create 
them ; which then would leave no ſtings 
behind, to- poiſon hearts ſo ſtrongly 
guarded, 


CLXIIE 


| E ought tobe ever mindful that 

/. Y true Religion, is tolead a Divine 
Lite, and will beget Divine Love in our 
hearts to.God, and to endeavour to en- 
dear our felves-ſo, as to become capable 
of his Love to us, though we can never 
be worthy of it, we ſhall not fail to have 
it, ifwe ſincerely deſire it. 


CLXIV. 


Tz Goſpel ſays, that our Saviour 
. died to fatisfhe God for the fins of all 
mankind, that truly repent, and amend, 
and do ſtedfaſtly believe that if we do fo, 
all our fins, how many and how great fo 
ever, ſhall be forgiven us. We muſt then 
enquire of our own- hearts, for the truth 
of our repentance, whether we ſhall find 
Arguments to doubt, or to belieye our 
ſclyes, to be in' the number of them -rhat 


O2 Chriſt 
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Chrift came to bleſs, by turning-us from 
our Iniquities ; and then it will be our 
Duties, as an effect of our Faith, to be- 
lieve we are amongſt ſuch penitent ſin- 
ners as Chriſt has Redeemed with his 
Bloud, and will be no preſumption to 
think we ſhall have places in Heaven on 
His account, if we come to God by Him; 
and may alſo. have an humble affurance 
in our own hearts, of ſuch a joyful Re- 
ſurrection, as will allay the terrors of 
Death, and give us a chearful paſlage to 
ſis Eternal Bliſs; and thus Pious Peni- 
rents may die chearfully, without pre- 
-x"p. on their own Juſtification, and 
leſs alſurance then this, may prove a: 
_groundleſs deſpair, on our difidence in 
Gods promiſes, or an undervaluing of. 
Chriſts Merits, and Interceſſion for. us ; 
on which our Repentance, and Conver- 
ſion is grounded, and our Salvation de- 
pends. 


CLXV, 


Onſideration- has a vaſt extent, _jt 
reaches all paſt time, and looks on 
towards Erernity to come ; it ſearches in- 
to Hell, and up to Heayen, and humbly 
CON= 
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conſults the glorious Attributes of God, 
and teaches us how to know, and obey 
his Will ; it enquires into the bottom of 
our own hearts, and the fathomleſs 
thoughts of our unbounded fancies, how 
they ſtand towards the Obedience we 
profeſs to God ; And if on a full confide- 
ration of all our ways, we find our hearts 
fixed on God, it does- produce Divine 
conſolations, it entertains and ſatisfies us 
with a continual varicty of joyful objects 


| to enlarge our Souls on, ſuitable to the 


great end we aim at. So that conſide- 
ration is the greateſt and moſt: uſeful 
Leſſon, that was ever taught to-man z 
and the moſt delightful ſtudy we can 
practice, to make our troubleſom travels 
in this World eaſie to us, by our conſtant 
expectation of Eternal Joy, and Glory at 
our Journeys end ; which requires much 
conſideration how to reach, leſt.we miſs 
our way. thither. He. that retires to con+ - 
fider what he mu#ft do to. be. ſaved, makes 
his ,Religion his buſineſs, for without re- 
tirement, our thonghts flow at large ; but 
in retired Holy Meditations, ſome awe and 
reverence does (ci28 on the. Soul, which 
while that Pulſe beats, declares it to be 
alive, and aCtive, in ſearching for its Sal- 
©, 3 | vation, 
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vation, and never. fails of finding thoſe 
comforts it ſeeks in this World, by the 
aſſurance of Glory in the next. 


CLXVILI 


'F the felicity of Piety were generally 
i underſtood, men would make more - - 
haſt to become Regenerate; that in our 
aſflaults from Satan, and injuries: from 
men, we might Triumph in ſuch Storms, 
as terrifie the hearts of impious Livers: 
But above all, if we confider an impe- 
nitent habitual finner, on his Death-bed,. 
full of deſpair .:. through the horror of 
his Crimes, and apprehenſton of the Hell | 
he is falling into; and at the ſame time 
obſerve a converted ſinner, reconciled 
to God long before, now delivering up 
his Soul unto his Saviour, with a fixed 
Faith, and a chearful heart, haſting to 


- take poſlefſion. of a bleſſed Seat in Hea- 


ven, prepared for him; it muſt needs - 
invite the lookers: on to cleanſing, and 
reconciling to God- before Death ſur-. 
prize us, This great concern for our 
Eteroity, is in few words thus : God has 
pronounced, that impenitent ſinners ſhall 


wot enter into Heayen., nor ſhall true 


pent- 
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: learn-to improve otfFaith 3 to believe 


Faith leads vs towards Heaven is, from: 4 
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penitents be ſhoe out 3 which contin: o 


the felicity of Piety, unto a Regene-- 
rate man. 


CLXVII. 


"Aith ever was, and ever will be the- 

foundation of Religion ; for no man - 
can worſhip what he believes is not, nor 
canendeavourto pleaſe, or fear to offend - 
he knows not who, nor what, nor why 
ſo that we muſt believe there is fome-- 
Divine Exiſtence from whence all things 
are, and by which all things ſubſiſt, and - -* 
we among the reft are what we are 
From theſe natural reaſonings, and no- 
tions, we enquire into Traditions,-and by. 
fearching the Holy Scriptures, we are 
powerfully taught concerning God, 
Chriſt, and Holy Ghoft, and there alfo 


the Reſurrection after death, and that if - 
we do live Righteouſly, we ſhall when-: 
we die, participate of that glorious Be- | 
ing, in the Eternal preſence of our incoms ._ 
prehenfible Creator. The next ſtep gut. 


the conſideration that our Duſt and Aſhes *: 
1s. entertain'd on Earth with ſo great _. 


pomp, . | 


pomp, and ſuch high delights, that: we 
muſt believe, and expect. that our Im- 
mortal Souls will have much greater 
tranſporting Joys in Heaven, then our 
fleſh is capable of, until refined for the 
Day of Judgment : And if thus by pieus 
living, we canraile our Faith to-truſt in 
Chriſts merits, and: interceſſion, 'twill 
bring us unto an humble confidence of 
our Salvation when wedie ; which can- 
not be had but from above, and ſuch 
Grace from God, will encourage us to 
look more kindly on Death, who only 
can conduct us to this everlaſting Joy we 
believe in, and hope for. So that by ſuch 
AMeditations of Heaven, Death will be- 
come ſo familiar an acquaintance, as not 
to fright us from going to Gad in His 
company, and will in our laſt hour, ſup. 
port thoſe Souls with comfort, whoſe ſin- 
cerity God ſees, through all our failings, 
and accepts of, 


CLXVIIIL. 


'=xls a wonder to ſee what pains men 
| take, and what hazards run, to 

in periſhing wealth, to entertain our 
Podics with,. which are more periſhing 
then 


_ —_ -- 


5” # TOWN 


— OA 


then the wealth we ſeek, and all thae 


, time, neglect our Immortal Souls for 


their Eternity, And though Time be our 
great concern, we value nothing leſs, bur 
vex our Brains, and ſtudy ſtill how to 
be rid of what we cannot keep, nor ever 
can recall : And though from day to day 
we are cloy'd with our fruitions, and 
tired with new delights, even worn out 
with various diverſions; yet in our whole 
lives never can afford a few minutes 
time to gaintrue Reſt ; bur ſtill from Age 
to Age intice, and betray our Souls unto 
new vanities, till youth and vigour is de- 
cayed; and then too, revive our dead 
appetites with freſh budding idle fancies, 


until we are ſurpriz'd by Death, andhur- 
ried into Eternity, before we do ſee our 
ſelves old enough to be at leafure tg 
think of that Grave, which is every mo- 
ment ready to ſwallow us : whereas, if 
we did ſet our ſelves at firſt to reſiſt all 
Aſſaults from Saran, with a pious vigour, 


and obſerve it, we ſhall find and feel: | 


great pleaſure in every Victory over 


every Temptation, which formerly'did 


enſlave and triumph over us. And then, 
what honour, what ambition can be 
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(often worſe then all that went before). .. 


greater, 
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greater, then to-conquer ſo great a Con- 
queror ? and by practice, thus impro- 

ving our Divine Military skill this: way, | 
we ſhall raiſe daily Trophics ſo accep- 
table to God, that we ſhall diſcern our Q 
Souls climbing up to Heaven thereon. 


CLXIX, 


Par 


T is worthy conſideration, how many | 

men do ſpend their whole lives in | 
reading Books, to learn what has been | 
done of old, thereby to inſtruct the pre- v 
fent Age, and to-inform the future ; and 
when by much ſtudy, and by time grown [ 
decrepit, they flip into rheir Graves with | 
the moſt ignorant, and do there create, 
and feed their own Worms, who under- 
ſtand not that great wiſdom, ſo much 
labour'd for-; and then too late ſuch 

.> Learned men will find, that more advan- 
tage might have been-made, by ſtudying 
themſelves, ( ne're thought: on till Ia«. 
bouring for a few bubbles of momentary 

iſe, as of more uſe, then to ſecure 
ernal Bliſs for their immortal Souls: 
Self-ſtudy is a continual Inquiſition on our 
own hearts, to conſider all our thoughts, 
how they work towards a good, or _ 
end,, 
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end, and then'to cheriſh or ſuppreſs them 
as they ariſe ; for ſome appear in forms 
at firſt ſight ſo ugly, they cannot be tao 
ſoon ſmothered, and ſome ſo diffuifed in 
pleaſing ſhapes, as may deceive a care-, 
leſs heart, if not acquainted with the 
marks thexvear:; and that way Armed, 
and well warned by former harms, foas 
to avoid new wounds from Enemies ſo 
dangerous, that we muſt not Treat, nor 
dally with, but make them Retreat by a 
brisk Charge, and bold Defie, We are 
alſo to-ftudy to diſcoyer another ſort of 
Foes, more dangerous then all the reſt, 
who lyc in cloſe Ambuſh, until ſome'op&.. 
portunity do call them forth for an 
Aſſault ; and are of form ſo lovely, and 
ſo innocent in ſhew, that Charity her ſelf 
would warm their cold Limbs in her own 
Boſom, and not diſcern the darzzer, until 
theſe cunning Serpents bite beyond re- 
ſiſtance, and then declare for the Supre- 

macy. over the whole man; and then 
muſter up all his ſenſes, and all his facul- 
ties againſt himſelf, and thus fteal a 
victory, by corrupting thoſe Guards that 
were given for his defence. So that by a 
long negligence, we grow ſo ignorant of 
our (elyes, that eyery aſlault from Satan, 


ſhakes 


x36 WBivnight T 
ſhakes the whole man, until at laſt he 
Roots him up for-ever : But if our Eter- 
nal Beingis conſiderable, we ſhould allow 
:'fome tiffle to ſtudy our own natural in- 
clinations, and affeftions to good orevil ; 
and to learn ſuch Rules as may reCtifhe 
our ſenſes, to ſubmit unto our more ra- 
tional Souls, when led by Grace to work 
apward towards God, which will teach 
us the wiſdom of Salvation, and raiſe our 
Faith to fuch dependance on Chrift, as 
no worldly Learning can conteſt for the 
priority. Ler us then imploy our time ſo, 
as to learn to Know our felves, and our 
duty unto God, in which cur-everlaſting 
happineſs-1s moſt concerned. 


CLXX. 


— Can be no better Arganeents for 
A frequent Meditations, then to think 
feriouſly of our fins, of Death, and-our 
Reſurreftion to Judgment, as we ought 3 
.and to prepare-for ſogreat a concern, at 
a minurtes-call to ſtep into Eternity ; fo 
xeady, that -we may fo love God, and 
fear Him, asto ſerve him with delight 
here, and to'have Celeſtial joy when we 


ire, 
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CLX XI. 


\ TO man ought to think himſelf above 
the reach of temptation for when 
Satan finds us but a little relaxed in our 
Devotion, or any thing cold in our affe- 
Ction to God, he can dreſs an old for- 
ſaken fin, ſo like to an Angel of Light, as 
to ſurprize a young Divine Lover at firſt 
ſight, (when his Guards are withdrawn) 
but when his Beloved ſees him in ſuch 
danger, He will by His Divine guiding 
Light, unmask, the diſguiſed Fiend, and (0 
reclaim his near lapſed Lover, unto his 
devout Addreſles as before, and make 
him ſee by ſuch Aſſaults, that he can 
ſtand no longer in favour, then by his 
Grace ſupported.: But he that is become 
a well-ſertled Regenerate man, ſo as to 
ſtand ever on his Guard, with: holy cou- 
rage to repell all approaches from Sa- 
tan, as faſt as they appear, will make 
ſuch frequent Victories his chief delights 
and when our common Enemy ſees that 
all his attempts on ſuch a man, are in 
vain, he will defift, who only watches 
opportunities for his attempts, on thoſe 
he finds remiſs; and who is often belyed 
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ſhakes the whole man, until] at laſt he 
Roots him up for ever : But if our Eter- 
nal Beingis conſiderable, we ſhould allow 
:'fome tiffle to ſtudy our own natural in- 
clinations, and affeCtions to good orevil ; 
and to learn ſuch Rules as may reCtifhie 
our ſenſes, to ſubmit unto our more ra- 
tional Souls, when led by Grace to work 
apward towards God, which will teach 
us the wiſdom of Salvation, and raiſe our 
Faith to ſuch dependance on Chrift, as 
no worldly Learning can conteſt for the 
priority. Ler us then imploy our time ſo, 
as to learn to know our felves, and our 
duty unto God, in which cur everlaſting 
happineſs-15 moſt concerned. 


CLXX. 


Here can be no better Arganeents for 
| frequent Meditations, then to think 
ferioufly of our fins, of Death, and-our 
Reſurreftion to Judgment, as we ought 3 
-and to prepare-for ſogreat a concern, at 
-Aminutes.call to ſtep into Eternity ; fo 
xeady, that we may ſo love 'God, and 
fear Him, as'to ſerve him with delight 
here, and to'have Celeſtial joy when we 
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CLX XI. 


\ TO man ought to think himſelf above 
the reach of temptation; for when 
Satan finds us but a little relaxed in our 
Devotion, or any thing cold in our affe- 
Ction to God, he can dreſs an old for- 
ſaken fin, ſo like to an Angel of Light, as 
to ſurprize a young Divine Lover at firſt 
ſight, (when his Guards are withdrawn) 
but when his Beloved ſees him in fuch- 
danger, He will by His Divine guiding 
Light, unmask, the diſgniſed Fiend, and (0 
reclaim his near lapſed Lover, unto his 
devout Addrefles as before, and make 
him ſee by ſuch Aſſaults, tac he can 
ſtand no longer in favour, then by his 
Grace ſupported: But he that is become 
a well-ſertled Regenerate man, ſo as to 
ſtand ever on his Guard, with: holy con- 
rage to repell all approaches from Sa- 
tan, as faſt as they appear, will make 
ſuch frequent Victories his chief delights 
and when our common Enemy ſees that 
all his attempts on ſuch a man, are in 
vain, he will deſiſt, who only watches 
opportunities for his attempts, on thoſe 
he finds remiſs; and who is often belyed 
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by ſome men who do invite him to ſuch 
eaſie Victories, on thoſe of his own com- 
plexion, as black within, and as great 
Devils as himſelf. 


: 


CLXXII. 


' A Las poor man !- doſt thou complain 
becauſe thou canſt not ſleep ten 
hours every night, when Nature doth 
require but five? Thou feareſt to die ! 
yer wouldft be dead near half the time 
thou haſt to live ; for ſleep is ſo like q_ 
death, that we cannot diſtinguiſh where= + | 
in they differ, until we awake. But thou 
art tired for want of entertainment in 
long Nights: Alas poor man, that is a 
fad grievance indeed, and worthy of 
pity ; for thy Saintſhip has no ſins to 
confeſs, nor pardon to ask of God, no 
cauſe to waſhthy Bed with tears; Hea- 
ven, and Hell, with Eternity to come, 
are not worth thy thinking on, until the 
Bell toll thee to thy Grave; and then 
too late thou wilt wiſh for ſome of thy 
time loſt in fleep, then; to. watch, and 
pray, and to TJament in'Sackcloth and 
Aſhes. While the'/Regenerate man finds 
rotimeſo fitto raiſe his Soul to Heaven, 

: | as 
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as when he awakes at Mid-night ; nor 
any conſolation ſo great, as in thoſe 
hours borrowed from fleep, to converſe 
with God in holy Meditations , which fills 
his heart with preſent jay, and peace of 
conſcience, that laſts the whole day after ; 
and is a good remedy to prevent. ſuch 
fancies as do invade the drowſie Souls of 
lazie men, when they cannot ſleep, 


CL XXIIL. 


Rt thou fallen by a ſurprize! who 

has not, or may not fall ſo? Bur if 
theſe falls be frequent, there is much 
danger in ſuch Relapſes, and though not 
fit to cauſe deſpair, yet worthy of great 
care for the future; leſt thy ſurprizes 
grow into a habir, and proye but an ex- 
cuſe, when thy ſelf betrays thy ſelf fo 
often, which will find no credit at the 
day of Judgment, to procure a pardon 
from the Almighty ſearcher of our 
hearts ; whoſe Omnipotence is aftronted 
if we think by a trick to hide from Him? 
thoſe crimes we are commanded to con-? 
feſs, bewail, and forſake. 


P'z CLXXIV, 


A ga "Bid-night Thoughts. 
CLXXIV. 


Hen God gives us grace to make 

holy Vows for ſelf-denials, with 

power to perform them, He fails not ( by 

his Holy Spirit ) to aſſure u of his accep- 

rance thereof, by the joy our hearts will 

fecl after every reſiſtance of Satanical 

aſſaults, which will in little time encou- 

rage us to take more and more delight 

in thoſe Victories over our ſelves, who 
are the greateſt Enemies we have, 


CLXXV, 


T is no-cafie work for men in health 

and proſperity, to think ſo often and 
{criouſly of Death, as is requiſite for our 
preparation to the Grave, though no 
other time is ſo proper for it : For when 
pains and ſickneſs d& diſtrat our minds, 
we are only diligent to ſeek remedies for 
cure, and often find none, but do die 
with a ſhort prayer ſighed out ; as if 
[ Lord have mercy on 87] were a charm 
to redeem threeſcore years miſ-ſpent in 
ſins and vanities, without any thought 
of our Salvation all that time ; as if 


Heayen . 
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Heaven were too melancholly a buſineſs 
to trouble our idle heads with , while 
Youth in vigour reigns, which ſeldom 
affords any credit for the felicity of 
Piety, and ſuch Romance diſcourſes as 
they underſtand not ; while a Righteous 
man knows no joy on Earth, like his ex- 
pectation of Heaven, and living ever 
_ to die, in hope. to -be. with God 
there, 


CLXAXVL. 


Hen God endows the hearts of 
men with Holineſs, i « a ſure 
mark of his eſpecial favour, to give us 4a 
free admiſſion into the Court of Heaven, to 
be with Him there, as often as we pleaſe, in 
our Meditamons; and if we can improve 
this Holineſs, ſo as: to become Divine 
Lovers of Him, we ſoall be admitted ( as 
;t were) into the Bed-chamber of the 
King of Kings, to enjoy all the Privi- 
ledges and Immunities that His departed 
Saints have there. To know this, and to 
do thus, 1s to enjoy Heaven on Earth y in 
which felicity, the Atheiſt and the Hypo- 
crite can have no ſhare with a Divine 
Lover, who # ever ready to be ſnatch d 
P.3 
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up into Heaven, while he 7 meditating of 
bis going thither. | 


CELXXVIILI. 


F we have joy in Earthly fruitions, 

what will our happineſs in Heaven be! 
and if the hope only, and expectation of 
Heaven in pious hearts, be pleaſure 
above all our enjoyments here , what 
tranſporting joy will the poſleflion of 
Eternal Bliſs be ! when we ſhall ſee God, 
and participate of his glory as the Angels 
do; and if we be ſo Regenerate as to be- 
lieve this, and do.take delight in ſuch con- 
remplations, it 45 a ſure ſign that the 
Holy Gho#t is at work within us, and will 
beget ſuch holy courage in our hearts, 
as to paſs us through the Grave with 
chearful Souls to be with God. And if 
we love, and truſt in Him as we onght, 
there can be no Diverſions ſo delighrtſul, 
as ſuch Devotion is to a Divine Lover, 
-who converſes day and night with God, that 


* z5 never abſent from them who do fincerely 


alight in Him. 


CLXXYML,. 
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CLXXVIII 


"E are taught to pray againſt ſud- 

; dendeath, that 1s, to perſwade 

and lead us on tobe always fo prepared, 
that no kind of death may be too ſad- 
den, but that we (like Eliah) may every 
moment expect to be fnatchd up into 
Heaven by a fiery Chariot, or taken up 
in a flaming zeal of Divine Love, by an 
Apoplexy, or ſome other accident, of as 
quick an aſcent as his Chariot was. But 
gencrally our miſtake is, to pray for lin- 
gering long fickneſs, only to gain time 
for terrors to awake our ſleepy Souls 
with ſighs and tears, to move God to 
mercy then, which we valued not be- 
fore : But the Regenerate man who has 
ſo cleared his accounts with God, at the 
Holy Sacrament, as to have Chriſt new 
born within him, and is ſo led by the Holy 
Gho#Ft as to [anttifee his futare life, that he 
lives- ever ready, and willing to die: 
That man will find the moſt ſudden death: 
to be God's mercy, and a favour to free 
him from the Agonies of a tedious ſick- 
neſs; for we too often do miſtake fuch 
ſudden diſlolutions, for God's Judgments, 
| we” 
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to ſee men fall ſo; when themſelves feel 
ayJoy to becaughtup into Heaven, with- 
out pain, to take poſſeſſion of their Erer- 
nal Blifs. Now God-grant that all men 
may be ſo well prepared for all kind/of 
deaths, as none may. be too ſudden, for 
any_who call on his Holy Name, 


CLXXIX. 
L 4 Prayer. ] 


> Holy Ghoſt, Lord God the Comforter, 

who art never abſent from thoſe that 

defire thee with ſincerity ; vouchſafe, I be- 
ſeech thee, ſo to enter my heart that 1 may 
find thee there, conſecrating of it for thy 
Temple, by thy abode therein; and now 
direct me how to welcom ſo great a 
Gueſt, with gratitude and joy, for ſuch 
Divine comforts, as. flow in hearts where 
thox inbabiteFft, ( and where Satan dwelc 
before. )) Lord keep poſleſſion againſt 
Him, and all invaling Enemies ; for I 
cannot defend my ſelf without Thy aid 
nor of my, ſelf know when, . or. how to 
approach the Throne of. Mercy, unleſs 
my Addreſſes be ſo guided, and ſo ſancti- 


| fied by Thee, as God will not reject 


them.. 
CLXXX.. 
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[ 4 Prager. ] 


Lord God, I beſeech thee give me 

' Grace to imploy the great fancy 
thou haſt given me, on my greateſt con- 
cern, to obtain thy Mercy and Grace, 
with Chriſts Righteouſneſs, to work out 
my Salvation ; that I may no longer miſ- 
ſpend rhe time, which every moment 
haſts on to my Eternity z but with dili- 
gent zeal, to pray for Faith in Chriſt, 
ſuch as will be the foundation for a Di- 
vine Life, to ſhew my loye to Thee, my 
God, by an univerſal obedience, with 
purity, charity, and ſuch humility, as wilf 
raiſe my heart anto the higheſt pitch-of 
Divine Love; that my converſion may 
be now more eminent, then my crimes 
have been. And now, O God ! I beg thy 
Grace to confirm, and fix my Soul in the 
allurance of my Reconciliation, and 
Adoption, by receiving 'he Holy Sacra- 
ment this day with ſuch Faith, and due 
preparation, as to put off the Old man 
for ever. And fo to eat, and drink the 
conſecrated Bread and Wine, as the Body 
and Bloud of my Lord and Sayiour Jeſus 
| Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, with all his benefits; as He him<e 
ſelf gave himſelf to his Diſciples here on 
Earth; that I, now by thy Holy Spirit led, 
may like them, walk after Him. And let 
thy mercy, O-Lord! ſupply my defects, 
in the performance of this great Duty, 
according to the ſincerity of my heart, 
entirely offer'd up to Thee, my God, in 
this days Sacrifice; ſo as the Records of 
my ſins may be cancell'd in Heaven, and 
my Name be now writ in thy Book of 
Life, amongſt thy reconciled Sons, on 
my Saviour Jeſus Chriſt's account, 


CLXXXI. 


O ſpend our time on idle thoughts, 

is like purſuing of vain waking 
Dreams; a folly ſo much leſs then no- 
thing, that only Mad-mens fancies can 
delight in, and is a ſhame for ſober men 
to imitate, whoſe Souls refin'd by Piety, 
may be ever on the wing towards Hea- 
ven, filed with felicities above the reach 
of any worldly hearts to gueſs at, which is 
the Pious man's continual entertain-= 
ment, and delight ;. /o to paſs his time 
with his Creator here on Earth, as to find 
tis. heart full of ſomething ſo Divine, _ 
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he does think bimfelf-.in Heaven, while that 
Celeſtial flame enlightens him. 


CLXXXII, 


Dleneſs is the fountain of all evil; the 
Devil directs his chief Emiſſaries on 
Earth, with -Addrefles to an idle perſon, 
who is then fit to take impreffions from 
all ſorts of temptations, when God is 
abſent ; 'tis ſuch men that invite Satan 
to ſteal by degrees into their empt 
hearts in ſuch diſguiſes, as He vel 
knows ſuits beſt with their idle fancies, 
ſo to divert them from all Holy purpoſes, 
with ſome Ideas of paſt delightful ob- 
zects ; mwntil they quite forget their ſacred 
Vows to have God ever in their fight, which 
ſecure them from all [ach aſſaults. And it 
is but a flight Argument, which many 
men uſe to excuſe their time ſpent in 
idleneſs, becauſe they want Learning, 
and _ of _ for their diverſion; 
when all Ages ſhew, that Piety. is not, 
Hor ever was confine i canoe : 'Tis 
not our Wiſdom, nor our Eloquente, bat - 
onr Faith and onr ſauttified affetions, that 
is moſt acceptable to Gad ; and ſuch fin- 
cere affections, will never want devour 


Enter. 
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entertainment to keep our hearts ſo fixed 
on Heaven, and our concern there, as 
will baffle Satan with all his Arts, as often 
as He attaques-us, 


CLXXXIIL 


O be really contented, is an Epica- 

'riſm, ſeldom thought on, and ſo far 
from being underſtood, as but little va. 
lued by the moſt of men, who are over- 
buſie in labouring to change our condi- 
tions ; ſtill aiming to.-get what we have 
not, though the laſt acquiſition rarely 
brings more fatisfaCtion, then what we 
had before. Whereas a contented man, 
has all that he deſires, and enjoys what 
he has, becauſe allotted to him by the 
Divine Providence, who doth chuſe bet- 
ter for theſe that do relic on Him, then 
we can for ourſelves, | 


CLXXX1IV. Fw: 
WW: ought} not to repine at crolles, 


nor to murmur at ſickneſs, or 
any other afflition whatever, becauſe 
they are God's Cordial Antidotes, to re- 
pell the poiſon of ſuch ſins, as He ſees - 
ute 
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uſe to infect our Souls with malignan® 
diſeaſes, ſuch as create a deſpairing con- 
{cience when we gQic, and hazard Erernal 
Torments in the next World; we are 
therefore to kiſs the Rod that works ſo 
| great a cure, and thar Hand that (mites 
us in Love, to make us fit for his Mercy, 
by repentance, and converfion from be- 
ing great ſinners, to become his Adopted 
Sons, and fo above the venomof future 
biting afictions ; for He only hath perf? 
peace, whoſe wind is ſtayed on God, the 
Rock. o #1 our Salvation. 


CLXXXV, 


O man can do all that he ſhould do, 
N but all men may do as much as 
they can do ; and God requires no more, 
to obtain his Love here, and Salvation 
hereafter : But we are naturally ſo prone 
to flatter our ſclves in this point, that 
when we think our hearts molt ſafe, we 
are often ſurprized by a forſaken fin, and 
ſhamefully ſubdued by it : For when we 
make a Covenant with our Eyes, and 
| Hearts, not to go aftray ; though we 
; -cannot hinder the firſt look, or thought 

tas! 18 2M, we: may 10 check them at 
is Q firſt 
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firſt appearance, as they ſhall not invade 
us a ſecond time, nor bite on, to harm us; 
fo that, if we do ſtumble heedlefly, we 
may prevent wilful tumbling into Re- 

Japſes, and wallowing in-them, for which 
there is no Excuſe. 


CLXXXVI. 


T. is- worthy of obſerving, how ſome 

men by a long cuſtomed and ſettled 
habit of living ill, have ſo Naturalized 
their ſins to themſelves, and themſelves 
to the Devil, as in time they grow to - 
think ita point of honour and conſcience, 
to be conſtant to that profeſſion, and are 
aſham'd to quit Satans black Livery, 
which they prefer before their firſt en- 
gagement to-God in Baptiſm. I have 
heard a Gentleman fay, that when he 
had lived many years in great Iniquities, 
it pleaſed God by a long fſicknels, to be- 
get ſuch remorſe in his heart, as upon his * 
recovery to become a Conyert :-But for / 
a long time after, he did conceal this * 


change, as aſham'd to practiſe his-con- © 


verfion by a publick new courſe of life, ' 

(ſo much out of faſhion) and did many 
-tim(s in conyerſatiou ſcem to like, whar 
| he 
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he liked nor,-to avoid being thought an 
Hypocrite ; until ke confider'd how 
much greater a ſhame it was, to ſerve 
God in a corner, ſo to ſmother his- 
higheſt Act. of Mercy towards him, in not 
daring to own the thoughts of his Sal- 
vation ; and how unworthy he was to: 
become an Adopted Son of God, while 
he feared to declare his Hope of fo high 
an Advancement :. On which accounr., 
he did take courage to profeſs his Con- 
verſion, which he thought not fully ro 
manifeſt until the hour of his death. By 
which we may ſee, how dangerous it is 
to run on in habitual ſins, until we grow 
aſhamed.to forſake them. 


CLXXXVII. 


T is a wonder to conſider, that man- 
kind ſhould be ſo univerſally bred up 
trom our Infancy to ſtudy, and by labo- 
rious callings to imploy our Talents of 


; Senſe and Reaſon, in the acquiſition of 


ſuch periſhing goods, as the World 
affordsz and generally fo late begin-to- 
inform our ſelves of our Souls intrinſick 
value, being created for a participation 
of God's Glory, when aſcended into- 

Q. 2 Hea» 
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Heaven; how unworthy an exchange 
then do we make; who believe this, and 
yet do violently labour for the: ſhort- 
liv'd vanities, (and indeed) the nothing- 
neſs of this World, in compariſon with 
Eternity, at the immenſe price .of our 
Immortal Souls loſs, and our Ecernal 
Joys in Heaven, for everlaſting flames in 
Hell. And this, becauſe we do not con- 
fider, that God did not make the World, 

to mock man with fallacious delights in 
the enjoyment of his Creatures, but in- 
rended it for our entertainment, and 
diverſions in our Journey to Heaven ;, 
and therefore has given us rational Souls, 


ſuch as by living virtuoufly , we may 


enjoy the World and Him together ; and 
ſo advance our ſelves by gratitude, and 
love here, t5 a confirmation of a full 
fruition of Him at the Reſurrection 
Thus if we woul ſincerely ſtudy virtue, 
and fet a true value on the perfection 
of Righteouſneſs, we might enjoy this 
World with double plcaſure, and have 
Heaven hercafter , with all its Glory 


allo, 


CLXXXVIT, 
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. E do miſtake nothing in this 
V World, more then our pleaſures; 
which we do compell our fancies to 
comply in, and do often take more pains 
to juſtifie thoſe vanities, then any de- 
light we find in ſuch ſhorc-liv'd fruitions : 
Whereas if our hearts were ſet en God, and 
our Souls raiſed to ſerious thoughts of our 
Eternal Bliſs; ſuch Divine entertain» 
ments, would grow to a continual feaſt, 
full of ſurprizing joys, and ſuch Heavens 
ly delights, that we ſhould with pain 
ſuffer, and with remorſe endure our vain 
diverſions, and lament to ſee that our 
Nature does require ſuch frequent re- 
laxes from our moſt ratified, and ratt- 
fied Devotions. 


CLEXXIKX. 


WW" cannot want Arguments for 
Meditation, if we call to mind 
aur Chriſtianity, that is, diligently exa» 


mine if we do- participate of- Chriſts 
Righteouſueſs, to ſuch a degree, that our 


converſion from fin, and our natural cor- © - 


rupilons; 
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ruptions, be changed into ſach an Evan. 
gelical habit 'of: Molinels, 4s to manifeſt 


our Spiritnal Reſurreftion, and EleCion- 


to ourown hearts; for then, nothing can 
engage us unto higher gratitudes ahd 
love, then a true ſenſe of ſo great a be- 
nefit received, which when ſeriouſly con= 
ſidered, will mount up our Souls to fre- 
quent extaſies of. bleſſed Joy, by our de- 


'vout approaches in Adoration of God 


the Father, the Son,. and the Holy Ghoſt, 
who are all three always working ms up to 
onr Salvation. Then which, nothing can 
be more worthy of our Meditation, and 
ſincere examination, that we may be 
ready for the day of Judgment ; which 
no man can be, that does not live fo, as 
tobe chearfully ready to die ; for it is a 
much greater buſineſs ro go out of the 
World; then to live in it. 


CXC. 


y: as we cozen our ſelves, in what we 
like ; becauſe we naturally raiſe fallaci- 
ous reaſonings, againſt true reaſon, to 


 zuſſtifie our unlawful deſires; ahd do very 
caſtly perſwade our ſelves to comply with 


our moſt idle fancies, andeagereſt appe- 
| tites, 
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'0 other man can cozen us ſo much, . 
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tites, to what we know is againſt all 
Reaſon, and Religion too ; thinking that 
our frailty is excuſe enough, to follow 
our blind inclinations to evil; and do alfo * 
indulge our averſion to goodneſs, on the 


ſame account, ſo long as our endeavours- 


do proſper in wickedneſs. But when we- 
are Thunder-ftruck by fome ſurprizing: 
affliction, then we can begin to think, 
and to find how much better, and plea» 
fantey 1t ts to delight in God, and by our 
utmoſt endeavours to improve that de- 
light, by frequent and fervent Addreſſes, . 
until we obtain new Celeſtial joys, which 
ſoon diſcard all our old Carnal fruitions, . 
by a conſtant fixing of our whole hearts 
on Heaven ; fo as to be really offended at 
the moſt neceſſary diverfions, when they 
imerrupt our Divine communication with 
Chrs#, for the haſtning on of our prepa- 


. ration towards that Eternal Glory he has 


purchaſed for us. Which is the moſt joy- 
ful expeCtation of a' Regenerate man, 
who ſees the difference between momen- 
tary Vanities, and everlaſting Bliſs; and 
ſets him on fire to defire above all things, 
to fix his heart on God, and to delight in 
Hotlinefs$, as his ſupreme feliciry.on this 
ſide Heaven, - 

CXCI, 
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CX CI. 


Hoever has the patience to rcad, 
V and the Piety to praftice theſe 
plain Leſſons, (if he obſerve it) will find 
that his felicity does increaſe. with his 
Devotion, and that his days will grow 
fuller and fuller of tranquility, in the 
midſt of Worldly Storms, and feel them 
not. Let him alſo obſerve with what ſe- 
curity he ſleeps, with what joy he awakes 
at all hours to find his heart at work 
with God, before his Eyes are quite open, 
giving God thanks for all his Mercies, 
and aboye all the reſt, for thus turning 
him fromall his Iniquiries before it be too 
late, that he might not truſt unto the un- 
certain ſecurity of the beſt Death-bed 
Repentance; but to live and die ſo recon» 
ciled to God, as to manifeſt h's pre-con- 
verfion, by a chearful Righteous life, and 
a: joyful Reſignation of his Soul unto 
Chriſt when he expires, will be joy in- 


deed, 
CXCII. 


Udge not. the ſerious looks of. every © 


'J penſive man, as if his heart were op- 
preſied 
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prefſed with diſcontents ; who may that 
minute be converſing with God in Medita- 
rion, and triumphing over the Glorics of 
this World, which thou enjoyeſt with all 
its delights, and which he may: have had 
as high as mortal man can fancy fading 
happineſs z But now, as tired with buſie 
Crouds, and cloyed with gliſtering Vani- 
ties, He entertains bis Sonl with inward 
elevated joys, for ſo great a Victory over 
himſclf, which thou ſeeft not ; and doſft 
therefore pity, or condemn, what thou 
wouldſt admire, if clearly underſtood. 


CXCIIL 


F the Spirit of Divine Meditation, were 
[| w th fincere affettion fully improved, by 
the diligent praftice of raiſing our Souls 
as near to God, as our mortal fancies 
can reach ; the Holy Gho#t wonld at ſagh 
times aſſiſt #s with ſuch increaſe of Piety, 
and ſuch growing joys in our near ap- 
proaches to the Throne of Mercy, « 
world ſhew ms ſome bright Rays of that 
gloriow Majeſty we adore, to affeft our 
Souls with ſuch tranſporting thoughts, 
as would ſet our hearts on fire, with 
cager deſires to.be amongſt thoſe =_ 
nat 
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| that do attend on the Majeſty of Hea- 
ven; whoſe lave and goodneſs, in mercy ad- 
mits wm Duſt and Aſhes, ſo to converſe with 
Him, as a clear Teſtimony to our own 
hearts of our Adoption ; by which piers 
prattiſing to fix our affeftions on God, we 
ſhall fo delight in Him, as now to conquer 
all thoſe Imperious Appetites, that have ſo 
often conquer d 4; and may foon learn 
the Celeſtial Military Art, to ſubdue all 
temptations that aſſault us; and from 
their Ruines, raiſe freſh Trophies every 
day, moſt acceptable to God, and ſo: be- 
neficial to our ſelves, that we may dif- 
cern our Souls mounting up to Heaven 
thereon, 


CXCIV, 


| E ought to Iook on Death, as 
chief Goaler on Earth, Gods: 


prime Officer, by Him intruſted only with 
the cuſtody of our impriſon'd Bodies in 
the Grave, until the great Goal-delivery 
at the day of Judgment ; when Death 
muſt deliver up our impriſon'd Duſt, art 
a moments warning, to meet our Souls 
at-God's Tribunal; where his Office ends 


with Himſelf, who is then no more. Lo 
"2 nat 


- 
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that inſtead of quarrelling with Death, 
for doing of his duty, let us make peace, 
and get a Reconciliation with his great 
Mafter, that we be not lodged in Deaths 
Dungeon, amongſt the impenitent Male- 
faftors, but may be placed in-his beſt 
Apartment, with the Reconciled finners, 
by :Ged's Grace become Saints, and pray 
that we may with them appear in their 
glorious ReſurreCtion, with our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
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CXCV. 


That write my own thoughts only to 
review them, for my own ſatisfaCti- 


on, muſt ſay again and again, that who- 
ever ſeeks God with ſincerity, will cer- 
tainly find him, and ſhall find that he has 
found him :: And though early ſeeking, 
and early finding be beſt, as moſt ſafe, 
becauſe ne.man can promiſe himſelf one 
minute longtr.to ſeek God, then his firſt 
call to itz yet if he find favour to be 
called again, and\ be ſent to work in 
God's Vineyard at the laſt hour of his 
day, and God ſee that the works then, 
with ſuch vigour in that laſt honr, as if 
he would equal, or out-do, any that came 


in 


- 
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in towork before him ; the Lord of the 
Vineyard obſerves his endeavours, and 
rewards him equal with the firſt comers. 
(Though no man ought co truſt unto a 
Death-bed Repentance on this Argu- 
ment. ) 

Becauſe the beſt Rule is, to remember 
thy Creator 1n the days of thy Youth; 
the next beſt is, to remember Him in the 
time of full Manhood, in the ſtrength and 
vigour of thy Age; but if not then, the 
next beſt is to remember him in thy Old 
Age, before thou haſt quite forgot him, 
* leſt it be too late; for though it be laſt, 
and worlt, yet then i is n9t too late with 
God, if we anſwer whenever He calls, 
#He wal give us Grace to do whatever he 
calls for. And togive him then our whole 
aearts bathed in penitential tears, full of 
cantrition for all paſt offences, he wifl 
accept them, and make us ſee that his 


Mercy has (ollowed us, through all our | 
wild infolent conrempts of the higheſt | 
-nature, which aggravates repeated fins, | 


after pardons upon pardons: begged : 
-that when God doth not forſake , -but 
follow and watch over ſuch Reprobates, 
-and does ſnatch them from the brink "of 
deſtruftion, it is tobring them to,a Re- 
* conciliation, 
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conciliation, and ſuch 4 Reſurreftion from 
fin, as will ſupport them for ever after by 
his Holy Spirit ; which ſhews that his 
Mercy, and his Grace, are beyond the 
power of our fins to deface ; for if our 
Repentance, and Contrition, be His own 
work within us, the operation of that Grace 
will reſtifie, that his Mercy enadureth 
for ever, 

Ler no man then deſpair of Gods Mer- 
Cy, Or think it too late to repent, if he 
can forſake his Iniquities, ſo as for the 
future to love and ſerve God as he ought ; 
for above all things, we muſt believe that 
God does abound in Mercy and Grace, 
more then we can do in fins; and that 


| Jeſus Chriſt is the Lord our Righteouſ- 


neſs, and when we find that the Holy Gho#t 
dwells ſo in our hearts, as to create an 
effetual application of God the Father. and 
the Sons work within us; we may comfort 
our ſelves wich-an humble affurance that 
all -rhree, the whole Trin'ty together, 
have wrought this Salvation for our ſick 
Soulsz when reſtored to ſuch health, and 
favour as to fall into no more deſperate 


E Relapſes, afrer we come to a true ſenſe, 


and ſhame for our dangers paſt, and ſuch' . 
a Joy for our eſcape, as becomes Rege-' * 
R nerate 


- 
. 2 . 
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nerate men : And then, we fhall know no 
felicity on Earth, that exceeds ſuch an 
expecation of Heaven, as will fill the 
hearts of men endued with ſuch tranſ- 
ports from above. And this great Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, the moſt iYiterate man is as ca- 
pable of, as the moſt Learned ; for God 
will be found, according to the ſincerity 
of thoſe that ſeek Him, not for their Abi- 
lities, or Qualitiesz and Jeſus Chriſt is 
ever as willing to be the Rock of our 
Salvation, as we can be defirous to build 
on Him, for our Foundation, 


CXCVI, 


E do too often miſtake Repen- 
Y tance, and abuſe our ſelves with 
a belief that a few cuſtomary fighs, wiKl 
blow our ſins out of Gods remenibrance, 
and his Judgments alſo from lighting on 
us; but we ſhall find it far otherwiſe in 
the end: For if by the recolleCtizg, and Þ 
renouncing of our ſins, with zealous con- 
fcfling them to God, will not draw tears * 
from our Eyes, we are to heighten our 
contrition, by a forefight and aggrava- | 
tion of ſuch Eternal torments, as are due | 
unto us from aur incenſed God, and to 7 


pray 


Yid-night Thoughts. 183 | 
pray with vigorous ſighs, and ardenr | 
groans inſtead of tears, un'il our hearts 
do melc within us, to expreſs rhe ſenſe 
we have of our offences, and by frequent 
repeating our indignation. againſt our 
ſelves, with the greateſt remorſe we can 
raiſe our hearts to ; that ſo we may di- 
vert Gods Judgments, and convert them 
into Mercy and Grace, through our 
Faith in the Bloud of Chrift, which only 
can waſh all ſins, and all ſorrows for fin, 
from our hearts, and then fill our Souls 
with a joyful feeling of our Reconcilia- 
tiof : Thus by ſincerity ſtriving with our 
utmoſt endeavours to imirate, and to 
out-do the returning Prodigal, in our 
Repentance, we may be reſtored and 
welcomed into our Fathers houſe, and in 
his Arms find our Eternal Reſt, 


CXCVII, 


Hen long habitual ſinners are call d 

to repentance by Grace from above, 

ſo as to become fully reconciled to God, 
ſuch men ought to give Glory unto his 
Holy Name, by ſome eminent way of 
expreſſing their gratitude for ſo great a. 
bleſſing, and for eyer after to live cloſe 
| R-2 up 
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+ wp to Heaven, on the ſtrength of their 
new. Reconciliation, and in expectation 
that every moment they breath, may be 
their laſt puff of breath, which is Death ; 
in which puff their Souls expire into 
everlaſting Bliſs : So that as often as they 
lye down to ſleep, and when they awake 
ro work, until they ſleep again, they 
ſhould (with all cheir worldly affairs) 
mingle deyout reflections on the Mercies: 
they have received ;. and feed on thoſe 
Celeſtial Fruits which grow from their 
Divine Reconciliation, ſuch as will keep 
them ever watchful, and ever ready for 
Godscall to their Eternal Reſt, and make 
them joyful at their quickeſt paflage thi- 
ther. For ſudden death, ſeems only un- 
calie and unſafe to lookers on, unto 
whom {urprizes are moſt terrible, but can 
be none unto them who every minute do 
expec}, what they know 18 every minute 
coming, on , and # moſt welcom to ſuch 
Souls as the Holy Spirit dwells with ; by 
which ſure marks of their Election, they 
are ever ready and deſirous to be with 
God , which expectation 1s the higheſt 
telicity that man can haye on Earth, 
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E do generally flatter our ſelyes 

with a belief that our chief aim 
is to be in Heaven, and to-enjoy God 
there, while we fear nothing more then 
going thither ; and it is becauſe we do: 
not ſeriouſly enough conſider what it is: 
to die, until the moment we are dying. 
And yet our tongues do talk ſo frequent- 
ly of Death, as if we thought of nothing 
elſe ; but ſuch ſlight thoughts do vaniſh 
with thoſe Airy diſcourſes, and we as 
ſoon forget to prepare for what we were 
talking of; which makes ſo many men 
ftart back from the fruition of their 
higheſt wiſhes, and are frighted from ta- 
king poſlefſion of their Eternal happi- 
neſs, And though dying chearfully be a 
Divine valour, above the reach of Duſt 
and Aſhes, God doth ever ſupport thoſe that 
are his, with ſuch a proportion of Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs, for their Souls ſpiritual 
food and nour:;ſhment, as ſhall add courage 
unto all that. defire to be with Him; and 
they ſhall be ſo, the moment that they 
dic which is ſufficient conſolation, to 
invite men to live ſo pioully, as to dre 
chearfully, R 3 CXCIX, 
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Hough. no-mans Piety can attain to 
the purity of Angels, until they be- 
come Angels; yet pious mens Evangeli- 
cal Righteouſneſs, may. be bleſſed with 
' ſuch a degree of. Angelical Holineſs, as to 
raiſe their Divine affeftions towards God fo 
high, as to aelight .in Him, above all the 
glories of this World; and fix ſuch a con- 
wverſation in Heaven, as to be humbly aſſu- 
red of a,jozful Reſarreftion to Glory, with 
Chriſt and his departed Saints; which is 
- felicity enough to ſet mens ambitious 
hearts on cleanſing, and purifying here, 
that they .may become capable of fo 
great honour and Eternal joy, as to have 
Angels places in Heaven when they die- 


C.C.. 


"Hough the Divine Myſteries of Hea- 

ven, and the Joys there, be Gods 
ſecrets, undiſcernible by us; yet we are 
allowed to think that all things there, 
muſt be far. more excellent then our 
higheſt ſancics can reach ; and yet by the 
ſanti:zfied operations of the Holy Gho#t, 
- | | which 
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which we find in our own Souls, when in- 
flamed with elevated zeal to God in onr © 
ſoacere Addreſſes, and when our hearts are 
engaged in Meditations above what 47 
words can expreſs ; it is evident that thoſe 
Seraphick joys, whictr are reſerved until 
we ſee God face to face, muſt needs be 
F$ infinitely more raviſhing delightful, then - * 
' _ what is revealed unto fleſh and bloud, 2 
ſo that it is no wonder if ſome men 
(who do believe this) do retire from the 
diverting affairs of this World, ro enter- | 
tain their Souls with ſuch contemplations ' 
of Heaven, as may bring them unto 4 more 
frequent, and nearer converſation with God, 
when they have ſuch a taſte of thoſe jays in 
Heaven, as no other man can gneſs at; un- 
leſs by the ſame Light led ! And then; ſuch 
Meditations will be of great uſe, to pre= 
pare ſuch men for a chearful- departure : 
out of this World for ever 4 which no: * 
thing can ſo well do, as an inward afſui- 
rance from above, that they ſhall gpotoa } 
better place for ever, and to better com- ? 
pany for ever; and happy 1s that man, 
whoſe Soul is feaſted here, with'the 
thoughts of the joysin Heaven. 
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FYUr Time is the greateſt: Treaſure 
" that we have; which we may call 
one way, well ſpent, when we give it, 
with our ſelves, to attend on Gods Vice- 
gerents here on Earth ; by his appoint- 
ment to. ſerve his Princes, and Himſelf 
together ; and ſo may live eminent ex- 
amples of virtue, and die with the cre- 
dit of our time well ſpent, to ſhew others 
- that Piety may grow in Courts, and pro. 

. ſper there. 

Though it ſometimes happens, that 
ſome men fail, and that ſome mens moſt 
lawful acquiſitions by honeſt induſtry 
pbtained , may be torn from them by 
Envy, and undue means, who may alſo 
undergo ſuch ſevere cenſures as they de- 
ſerve not, from the miſguided tongues 
of malicious men, who ſee nct the true 
cauſe ofevery Ruine, which often"does 
proceed from Gods Juſtice for ſome con- 
cealed paſt ſins, to puniſh us by ſuch 
- means, for ſuch crimes as we have hid 
* from men, but cannot hide from Him, 

* So that we may charge our puniſh- 
- ment for fin, on the perverſe nature of 
| our 


Yid-night Thoughts: 189 * 
our own improvident ſelves, who do neg- | 
le& the Redeeming of our mif-ſpent time 
while we may, and by Repentance ob- 
tain Gods pardon, on which depends our 
preſent happineſs, with our future Eter- 
nal Bliſs, or Eternal Woe, - not enough 
thought on, to make us Redeem our 
time, in time, | 

And hereon we may with ſhame con- 
ſider of, and gueſs at, whar the fallen 
Angels would give, it they had whole 
Worlds to diſpoſe of ; what would they 
not do ! how many thouſand years with 
Joy ſuffer the Tormcnts they are in, to 
have the time (we value not) allowed 
them, to be admitted unto a pofſbility 
of repentance, and pardon, by Redeem- 
ing their miſ-ſpent time, of their Re- 
bellion in Heaven, before they fell from 
thence to Hell. 

While we careleſs men, do pamper 
our vitious frailties, ſo as never to' value 
the time we have, until.it be gone: be= - 
yond recall, urn'il the deſpairing terrors 
of a Dca. h-bed ſtate do ler us ſee that 
God in Juſtice gives us over unto pers 
dition, becauſe we would not Redeem 
our miſ-ſpent time, and ſeek His Mercy, 
before the Evil day overtakes us ; which 
We.: 
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we all know is every moment haſting on, 
ready to ſwallow us up into everlaſting 
flames. But ro ſuch men as the terrors of 
Hell cannot fright, nor the joys of Hea- 
ven invite to Redeem their time, in-time, 
nothing more can be ſaid, but Lord have 
mercy on them, who will not have mercy 
on themſelves ; for no miſery can be 
greater, then when miſcrable men will 
not commiſerate their own miſery ; but 
will hope from a Death-bed, to jump up 
mto Heaven at once: But they will find 
the aſcent too high, too ſteep, and too 
hard for thoſe to climb up in ſuch hait, 
who never learnt to know the right 
way thither, 


" CCII. 


Hen a Soul ts in fervent conference 
with God, about its Eternity, 'the 
Holy Gho#t will be working that Soul up to 

ſee that Eternity, gives an aadition of joy, 
ro the joys in Heaven, and thoſe joys do 
alſo increaſe the Glory of Eternity ; all 
which Eternity, Joy, and Glory there, 

Chriſt has purchaſed for penitenr ſinners 
become Regenerate, and reconciled unto 
God, by Faith in his Bloud; and as our 

þ*0- 
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proportions of Faith do increaſe, our de- 
fires will increaſe to be with God; as 
often as we dare remember that we muſt 
die, and are every moment dying. 
Although we cannot attain to be in- 
ſpired Prophets like David, nor reach the 
firſt Rank of Saints with St. Paxl, we may 
become Penitents, and Divine Lovers in 
ſome degree like them ; though not to 
ſhine ſo eminently on Earth as they did, 
yer we may follow their ſteps here, ſo as 
to ſhare in the ſame Glory with them at 
the ReſurceCftion, when converted recon- 
ciled ſinners are invited to the ſame 
Eternal happineſs, as the departed Saints 
enjoy there. And what can be more 
[ wiſh'd for to encourage us to live piouſly, 
| and die chearfully, then to. be with God 
in Glory ? 


- 


CCIII, 


\ \ T E ſronld avoid many preat crimes, 
if we conld aiſcern the deformity 


y of fins, through the Devils gay Curtains 
always drawn cloſe to hide them, until 
Death diſplays them in their true co- 
lours; which then will fright us into de- 
ſpair, at the ſight of ſuch griſly Aſpe@ts; :; 
as —- 
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| ſtep into that Eternity of Bliſs, 
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as we ſo joyfully embraced-for prime fe- 
licities. But if we can learn the pious 
8kill to draw ſuch Curtains timely, thoſe 
Fiends behind them will vaniſh on a full 


view, not able to endure the Teſt of 


ſuch a diſcoyery. 
CCIV. 


: Id we believe Heaven to be, what 

Heaven is, we could not prefer this 
World before it ; and if we did love-God 
better then his Creatures, we ſhould-not 
forſake Him lo often as we do, for them ; 
and if we did think of Eternity as we 
ought, we ſhould grudge every-moment 
that diverts-our-hearts on trifles, when 
every minute may be our laſt here, and 
the next may crown us with Eternal 
Glory. So that we ſhould ſet our hearts to 
raiſe our thouzhts on frequent, and full 
conſiderations of our Death-beds, and think 
ſeriouſly how the terrors of unrepented 
ſins will bice then ; and what 4 joyful pſ- 
ſage our Souls will have, if reconciled be- 
fore! and then we ſhould need no other 
Arguments then ſuch thoughts, to per- 
ſwade us to live ſo Righteoufly, as to be 
ever ready on.the ſhorteſt ſummons, to 


.CCV. 


I — 


CCV, 


T is ſaid in Scripture, that as many 4s 
are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the Sons of God; which is a ſure founda- 
tion to raiſe high ſtructures on, by which 
we may climb to Fleaven, in 4 conſtant con- 
verſation with our great Maker, in moſt de- 


lightſul Adareſſes ; for if we can by fre> 


quent practice, follow this Divine-guiding 
Light, weſhall learn that Celeſtial Road 
ſo perfettly, that we may travel day and 
night ſafely, without miſtaking of our 
way, or failing of our happy Reſt at-our 
Journeys end ; which we fhall more then 
gueſs at here, by the preſent joy we find 
in our way thither, And if we obſerve our 
Neeps alſo, our very Dreams will enter- 
tain our Souls with pleaſure, above the 
reach.of any waking fancies; and by all 
this, we ſhall cerraimly find ſomething from 


above, that will beget a conſolation in 4 


purified heart, to teſtifie that 'it 1s Gods 
work within us, who mocks no mans ſin- 
cere ardent defires, with falſe hopes of a 
felicity he ſhall not find, for by a righte- 
ous life, and lively Faith, Hu improved 


Grace. will bring our natural fraiities ro . 


S die 
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dic ſo chearfully, that we ſhall leave no 
pleaſures behind us, ſo great, in this 
World, as we ſhall have by going out 
of it to Him. 


CCVI. 
A Dream of Heayen. 


Tr ſeep Deaths Image be, I have 

been now 

1 know not where, convey d I know not how 

Where — aid appear ſo dazling v 
bri 

17 could not ſee its Glory, for the Light : 

My Soul farpriz'a with wonder, and amaze, 

Methought 1 prayd, and did forbear to 
£axe ; 

Frighted, and pleas'd, at what 1 lik'd, and 

. fear d, 

J found it was 4 Dream of Heav'n appear'd, 

Which waking fled, but did my fancy fill 

"With bleſs d Toes s, which abid there ſtill : 

With ſuch tranſporting joy, that I can 
we 


4. _ ? 
To thinkef what 1 had, and conld gt keep: | 


CCVIL 
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E that would improve the pleaſure 
of Picty, is to conſider : how his 
Body does every moment deſcend to- 
wards the Grave; which will invite him 
to Excite his Soul ta. mount much faſter 


towards Heaven, by: ſuch a continual de= 


yYout conteſt, which ſhall-move faſteſt, 
that he will grow to ſuch a delightful zeal 
to God, that every ſtep as he aſcends, will 
raiſe his holy ambition higher and higher, 
wich joy on joy, until his laſt puff of breath 
conveys his Soul into God's Eternal 
Glory ; and all the way thither, will 
teach kim to tread on the Thorns an1 
Thiſtles of this World, as if he walked on 
Roſes and Lillies, through the joyful ex- 
pectation of his feliciry at laſt, 


CCVIII. 


Divine Author ſays, That every 
man ought to be of ſome calling, 
thar he may be of ſome uſe unto the 
State where God has made his ſtation ; 
for he that will be goad for nothing in 
this World, is as nothing, and ſhall he 
> Sy 2 nothing 
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nothing in the next ; he is but as an Ex- 
crement on Earth, none of Gods uſeful 
Creatures ; ſo that to be of a lawful cal- 
ling,. and: diligent in it, may expe a 
/ bleffing from Heaven on his honeſt en- 
deavours, And Princes whoſe calling is 
of a general concern, are ſet on Fyra- 
mids, that all the World may ſee and: 
imitate their Virtues; Judges muſt be vi- 
giant in doing' Juſtice; great Comman- 
ders at Sea and Land, muſt be prudently,. 
not raſhly valiant ; the Workman muſt: 
work; the Courtier muſt wait ; the Mer- 
chant muſt travel; the Preacher muſt 
teach ; and the greateſt Reprobate (if 
he becomes Regenerate!) has a great 
calling alfo; for he ought to declare his 
converſion, by his future life and conver- 
ſation, that his Devotion may be more 
eminent then his Crimes: were ; ſo. to 
Manifeſt Gods mercy to himſelf, and by 
his example toi ſhew others the way.to 
Heaven : So that no man ſhould hide his 
Talent, that can by any honeſt means 
improve it for-the good of others. The 
Hypocrite is the only unhappy man this 
way, who will himſelf periſh, though he 
do good by encouraging others to Piety 
by his example, who Cannot diſcern the 


Hypo- 
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Hypocrites counterfeit zeal, that travels 
through the Church of Gad, as his neareſt: 
way to Hell. | 


,CCIRX, 


WV 5 we have repented our fins,- 
V and forſaken them, and received: - 
the Holy Sacrament, (which is the Seal 
of our Reconciliation). we are not to- 
fright our ſelves with the memory of our 
forgotten crimes, but-muſt expreſs our: 
gratitude, by recolleQing and acknow- 
ledging the evils we have done, with the 
higheſt aggravation that we can; ſo to: 
magnihe the free mercy. of God, with 
Chriſts merits, .for pardoning ſuch great 
crimes; and then to comfort our hearts 
with the Goſpel- conſolations thereon; 
So that no man ought to deſpair of a place: 
in Heaven, that aoes ſincerely endeavour to 
et in, when the Father, the Son, and the' 
Holy Ghoſt, are ſo aft ive to bring u4 thither'; 
and yet we find it a very hard Leſſon to: 
learn todre chearfully, wherr the practice 
of our whole lives can ſeldom teach us: 
in ſeventy years to be perfect in it when: 
we die, 
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Et us not lament the long time we 
; lye in Duſt before the day of Judg- 
ment z for thoſe who died fix couſeng 
years ſince, and we that die now 
them that die © thouſand years me rich tis, 
ſhall: all awake the ſame moment at the 
ReſurreRion ; . and all this time ſhall be 


but as one moment divided amongſt us 


all; for death, and ſlecp, diftinguiſhes no 
rime until we awake from both. So that 
we may reckon, that we ſhall be in 
Abraham's Boſom the moment we ex- 
pire, though we ſhall not know what is 
meant by Abrahams Boſom, until we, 
with the departed Saints, arife from 
thence together. 


CCXL 


E that conſiders what Evils he has 
done, with all rhe aggravations be- 
longing to ſuch crimes, muſt needs be 
terror-ſtruck- at his hour of death,. to 


think what great puniſhments are due to- 


ſuch innumerable offences ſo often re- 


peated,.if not reconciled unto God be- 
An BY _ 
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fore tht rime ; (bur if ſo blefs'd ) 199 2 
comforts will that black Soul find !*' when © 
by-ttuy Repentance, and Faith , he is 4} 
waſhed white as Snow, by Chrifts Bloud . » 
in the Sacrament ; and. purified into-.? 
Adam: firſt Innocence, and fo be thus ? 
metamorphoſed from a Devil, into an 
Adopted Son of God, by a bleſſed union 
with Chrift, and filled with ſuch ſerene joys | 
as are beyond expreſſion ; and yet our fral- 
ries are fach; that when we. know tifis, © 
and can do thus, we'are ſtill fo ſubject- 2 
unto Relapſes, that we cannot ſtand in- } 
this happy ſtation, a minnte longer then.; 
by Gods Grace ſupported; to let us ſee, 
that we muſt not depend 'on our own? 
Righteouſneſs, but are to pray. conti-- 
nually for Chriſts Righteouſneſs to bring; 
us to Heaven. " "27" 


CCXIL 

Hriſt ſajd, 1 aw inthe Fatber, and your: 

in me, and 1'in you ; be allo ſaidgi 

that if you askh any thing in my Names 
Twill do it ; theſe are two fhort Leflons 
of mighty conſequence, for what can 
deſire more then to be iz God? and w 
can we wiſh for more, then to have-whal 
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- - we ask? and what. can ſinful. man as 
. More, then forgiveneſs of all paſt ſins, 
and Grace to finna more ? by Chriſt; fond» 
ing the Holy Ghoſt to ſaniiifie ws, and to 
awell with us for ever, and [o to condutt us | 
into Heaven. when we dic. | 


x. E ought to think often,.and ts 
E V rejoyce as often, as we think, 
that the Holy Ghoſt «. never abſent ſrom | 
them that ſincerely deſire Him, and do give 

Him a warm welcom into.a chearfal heart ; 

& and be that can afford this Holy Spirit a 
* fall poſſeſſion at his reception, ma keep him 

ever there, and will always find that He is 

| with. him., by the operation of his Grace 

where He inhabits, ſtill exciting him to 

© love and delight in the Law of God, and 
 xrepowering him - by. bis, Divine-guidin 

* Light, to live after the Law of Righte- 
 Quſneſs, which will bring him to ſuch a 

” wnion with Chrift here, as will aſſure his 
Eternal Reſt with God in.Glory at the 

- Reſurrection, 
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CCXIV: 


"Pre a: lazie idle retired life, be 
not according to the Chriſtian Rule, 
that ſays, no-man is born only for him- 
ſelf, bur is bound to imploy his Talent 
given to him, for Gods'Glory, and the 
good of others ; yet ſome men who have 
ſpent many years in the bufie affairs of 
this World, with honeſt induftry in thei 
callings, may without a crime retire in- 
their old Age, from the noiſe and hurry” 
of bufineſs, and alſo quit thoſe gaieries,” 
which. they find through a long cuſtom, 


that their frailty- cannot totally reſiſt + 


their participation of; and on thai ac- 


count may retire from ſuch diverſions as 4 


do diſturb the full conſideration , and 
preparation for their Eternal Being in the © 
next World. By which retiring alſo, they: 
may teach others to become ſo Regene- 
rate, as to find more felicity in private con- 
templations of Heaven, then in all Earthly 
fruitions ; which thoſe that live in con- 
tinual crouds, can hardly find time for. 
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I: is great Piety for a man-in;heatth;. 
to live ever ready todie ; burtit is and- 


ther kind of ftory, for a.dying man tore... | 
Joyce that his hour is come to go toGod,. {| 
and to quit his. ſhare'in all the glories of | 
this World. Soithat we are often to con- 
 templace this great point of Religion, 
. - and topradtice on Deaths Image (ſleep): 
” every night when we lye down to Reft, 
that we may fearn to compleat our pre- 
paration for that mighty work'of dying: 
chearfully, which is ſo much diſcours'd 
of, and ſo feldom feen, though our laſt 
Pangs do frequently ſeem to comply 
with what we cannot hinder; and no- 
# thing can more conduce to cure this na- 
tural frailry, :hen: ſetting our hearts to love 
the Law of God, and to fſhew it by word 
| and deed, and holding a couſtant Converſa- 
| . #ronwith onr Creator, in the daily raifing 
- ofour Faith, and our affection to our Re- 
| furreCtion from Deaths Dominion, unto © 
+ Bigeyerlaſting Bliſs in Heaven. 
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i | Here is no felicity in this World, 
| without a contented mind ; awd 
there Can be no full contentment, without 
ſuch a fixed dependance on God, us to be 
pleas dwith whatever He appoints, as beſt 
for ws, Which Divine contentment, will - 
raiſe our hearts to ſuch a gratitude to 
God, with ſuch a converſation in Heaven, 
as will beget an hely courage to con- Þ? 
temn all the crofles, and all the allure- © 
ments this World can afford ; - aud tis - 
Spiritual contentment we ought to cheriſh, _ 
as Gods great favonr, for m to delight in | 
while we live, and to truſt in when we 
die, as a mark of our ElkeQion ; thus to _ 
divert-us from longing after the periſhing 
Glories of this World, that never can 
afſure: ns any laſting contentment 'b1 
their enjoyment, nor any comfort w 
we Expire. | 
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E that writes Devotion, walks on a - ; 
narrow 'Plank with Precipices on _ 
either {ide, and is in danger to ſlip-into : 
Eres the - 
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the Gulf of Spiritual Pride on his own 
Righteouſneſs, or elſe in too much humi- 
lity for his own unworthineſs, may pre- 
fume to think, that ſome things from the 
Holy Ghoſt informs him with Evangeli- 
cal Rapſodies, when his Soul ſoars ſo 
high towards Heaven. Sothat-in our beſt 
-ACtions, we are with humble anad-grate- 
'ful hearts, to -give the honour and the 
glory-unto God, for all that we do well. 


CCXVIIL 


O love God, and 'to be beloved of 
| God, 1s .an immenſe Meditation ; 
which by.practice, muſt needs improve 
our Intereſt in Heaven : for when God 
- ſees our Souls ſet to ſeek him this way, 
> He will ſend his Holy Spirit to raiſe our 
-. ambitions higher and higher, to gain his 
Favour, in hope of ſuch an union with 
Chriſt, as our nature is capable of; by 
which ſuch elevated enlightned hearts 
- will finda felicity on Earth, that no mans 
© thoughts cangueſs at, that does not feel 
it, with a joyful aſſurance of being re- 
<cived into Heaven when he dies ; ſothart 
.we cannot have a better Argument ta 
| . Invite us to live Piouſly, and to die chear- 
fully, 
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fully, then *to loye God thus; for t 


ſhall not take away, nor interrupt it 
ONE MOMENT, 


CCXIX. 


WW may do well to obſerve Davids 


method in his Victory over his 
ſins, when they were his declared Ene- 


mies: He did not retire from his charge . 


and calling,- ro hide himfelf_ from their 
aſſaulting temptations, but forced ther 
to fly from him ; and purſued them fd, as 
they might never be able to return upon 
him; And having thus vanquiſhed, and 
diſcarded all thoſe his old Companions, 
when: he perceived them to be his Eng- 
mies ; He ſoon became a'tnan after Got 

own heart, and then found that he hat 


ſtrength, company, power, joy, wealth, 


and honour enough in God alone, with 
whom he ſpent the moſt of his time after, 
in Prayers and in Praifes. So that as HE 
did; we ſhould difcard otir old evil habits; 
and all our old Companions, (workers 0 

Huy) and make them fly from us, as 
David did, and n we ſhall find all 
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| true joy of agood Soul in this World, is 2 
| the very joy of Heaven, which Death 


thoſe ; 
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 thoſ : Jive in: our converlation with God, 
| which David bad. 


Wi o{ob 6 4 


Avid ſays, that God heard the woice 
of his weeping ; which ſhews that 
the ſighs and tears of penitent ſinners, 


_ - are heard in Heaven without words, and 


that deyout tears which cannot ſpeak, 

do ſpeak aloud in Gods cars ; nay, when 
we deſire to weep, but cannot pour out 
tears themſelves, ( Doctor Daune ſays } 
that.God ſees tears inthe hearts of men, 
before they blubber on their faces ; and 
He'is ſaid to hear the tears of a forrow- 
ful Soul, which, for ſoxrow cannot ſhed 
a tear ; the very lifting up our Eyes to 
God, in a ſincere ſorrow, opens Him win- 
dows, through which He fees a wet heart 
through, the drieſt Eyes ; and by: his .re- 
turns of Grace, gives comforts, with the 
blefſed peace of a quiet conſcience, to 
aſſure our Reconciliation unto Him 
that we may with chearful hearts Ex- 
& Deaths ſummons unto our Eternal 
Eſt in Heaven, 
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» c1yoy in a converſation with God, as it 
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He fupine Epicure , the oraftical 
Atheiſt, and the divine Hypocrite 

have gained fo great a Vogue in ſome - "8 
parts of the World ,” as almoſt - 
worn true Chriſtian Religion our of Wy 
Faſhion, an4 out of Countenance roo z W. 
while thoſe are thought ill-bred men Þ 
that praticeany Piery; andnone fo well ? 
accompliſh'd as they who have thoſe 
three eminent Vertues in moſt 
on, which do very often dwell roge- 
ther in ſuch catches” Hearts, as donotat 
all conſider, or not enough examine / 
their integrity towards God. 


CCXXII 


's dogenerall ones at, ai! 
V pity the Me Bncholy Lives of: 
ſome deyour Hermits, who are reti'd* 
into defolare Habicarizns from the con- 
verſe of Men : Bur do not conſider the 
bleſled contentment which their Sou!s 
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themſelycs were then in Heaven ; with 


kuch an ambitious Zeal, as fills their 


Hearts. 
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| © Hearts with: Hapyinels, and holds up 
= their Souls ſo fixed on Chriſt, asro dc- 
= jp.{c aldthe Glorics of this World. - 50 
> that. we ought not tO pity thoſe happy” 
= men, but tolook on them as Divine Ob- 
E jects, firfor our devout ny and immi- 
k Ctarign, who do- eroy telicities above 
the xeach of Farthly niinds to jiidge of. 
= Bur. yer cvcry pious Man, thatcan grve 
EY hiswholcHeart to God, necds not give 
Zhis whole ome r00 (for weare required 
” toſerve God more waies than one, ) 3 nd 
” may convert our. Cloſets into Cells, 
© - whete we may be lure to find God as of- , 
rea. as we defire to meet him there ; as 
' well as on the tops of Rocks, who wall 
© nocbeconfin'd to time, Or , thatis 
- ever with useyery Where: So tharthe 
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Et us redeem the time we have mif- 

ſpent, while we have time' ro do it; 
by making ready for our fummons'to the . 
Grave, asour prime bufineſs here ; and ® 
when God ſees'our hearts are'fully fixed 
on Him, He wilt guide and condutt us: 
through the dark rugged paths of 'Death, 
by the bright conſolations 'of his Holy 
Spirit, to entertain us with comfort and 
delight, in our paſſage unto His Ecernal 
Reſt. Ler us then (et our Souls joy 'on 
this-great work, and obſerve how. Gods 


Grace, and our felicity does increaſe'to2 4 


gether, upon the retniſſion of all our fins, 
and Reconciliation'to God. 


CC XXII, 


N habitual ſinner tharperſeveres in ' 
A his wickedneſs unto the end of his 
days, ſeems to think that his Bapriſmal: 
Vow was to ſerve the World, the: FRA p 
and the Devil, and to foriake God and, all. 
NS Commandments 
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CCXXIIL 


T is not to be thought that any man 
can die chearfully, that does not be- 


= lieve he is then going to God ; and no 
== man can believe that he is then going to 
- God, but he that loves God, and fears to 


. _ offend Him : ſo that he only can be truly 
+ happy here, who can ſo fix his heart on 


God, as to find that his higheſt Happineſs 
in this World, is in preparing to go out 


of it; . but moſt men in health, are too 


apt to think rhemſelves ever ready to 
die, and do not find that they are nor, 
until the Bell tolls them to their Grave. 


CCXXIV. 


'F there be one fin more predominant 
then all the reſt, that by its frequent 


Victories over thy frail Nature, is now 
grown too ſtrong for thy controul ; ſtand 


6 


always on thy Guard hereafter, to watch 
its firſt Aſſaulr,:and be ſo well Arm'd 


Againſt ſurprizes, as to have time to call 


in Aid from Heaven, to affiſt when ſuch 


-.- an Uſurping Enemy appears, as thy own 
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ſtrengrh cannot reſiſt: Bur lex nos thy 
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new courage fail, fight bravely on to thy 
laſt gaſp, and rather die then yield ; ne? 
ver ſubmit, never comply with ſuck "- 
known Enemy ; for when it cannot con. 
| pell thee to conſent, as formerly, 'twilÞ 
quit the Field, aſham'd to be ſo baftle 
by its Slave, ſo frequently ſubdued bg 
fore. And thus by a ſtout refiſtance, that 
wilt find inward unſeen Aids, to humbit 
that Triumphant fin, that has ſo ofree 
Tyrannized over thee, 


CCXXV, # 
* aie, while we are dying, 18 not ſtrange - 2 


But tobe ſo unwilling to exchange 
Our anxion days, in a diſtratfted time, 
For an Eternal Reſt, and joy ſublime, 
Is want of Faith, or value for our God, 
| To ſhun his preſente, and embrace his Rolls. | 
| Pretend to Heav'n, but ſtill do from it flyy 
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Becauſe we will not, dare not learn to ayty © 
Though we can only when our Souls expirty 
Obtain loug life, which we ſo much defire, 
Conld we divide a moment to the Eye, © 
We ſhonrld ſee Life,the moment that we ayes, © 
And Faith does fully that defeft ſupply, | 
For thongh my Body ajes, it is not 1. | 
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"He conceal'd Author, doubting that 
'. he may be too ſoon known, does 
ink fir to make ſome Apology for ex- 
olng ſo many looſe Lines unto the cen- 
are of the World ; and does only hope, 
bat all good men wilt in charity look on 
mis 1Mid-night Thoughts, as rough Oar 
#found in a rich Golden Mine, from which 
3 they may waſh away the Soll, and lay 

wb [the pure Gold4 for uſe; = 
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holy:Meditarions-bur thoſe who. 
conſtantly noaverſe with God tharways © 
| and who have obtained grace to beiad+ 
at _ | mired at all times to ſuch' near apro-« 
es aches that their ſoulsſcem to be enters. 
(= rained a 'the Angels in Gods pre« 
I- ſence, whilethoſe Divine Addrefles laſt ; 
'3 by which God alſo ſeems to waniteſt his 3 
- Mercy untothe ſouls of men, inihewing 
C them ſome glimps of thar Eemal ghe glo- > 
2 ry they ſhall tarek in artheReſurre&ions 
7. | «ro fillourhearts withbleſſed Tos ofthe of ths © 
Ccleſtial Joyes. 


CCxxvI L 2.3 
H*- that would know true joy--onh © 
Earth muſt ſecure his Shack 
Bliſs unto his own heart; not only by 
| confeſſing, bewailing, and forſaking his 
' knownfn nsin hope © on; bur muſt” 
| Expreſ$his Love to and his gn. 

| rn for _ pardon'; with a __ 
ue of it, by impro is peace ofcons 
þ- ſcience Foc An Praying Continual Con- 
yerſation in Heavenfor the future; and 
p mcg railing hn foulto ſuch c— 
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4 IZED Redeemer 
 _Sarhemayobſerychow "heHay:Ciol 
- Fever pteſent) with chem to-improve | 
”* hisdelighrin them, uritoas: 19S 5 cg jay as of 
Wh aan op lcn ogra kgent Heaven: 
* Atd'whoeycr can obtain grace,thusto | 
make his'Devorion his :primc pleaſure 
on:Earth, wil perceive.a new kind of 

ici *by ſuch an exaltacion"inhis foul | 
2s'will raiſe hisaffeftion t0.God aboye 
E allother: Divigbns. Andthen, itfuch 
b Meditations dofhew him tuch a proſpect 
= of! his Eternal. BI, as:doth - create a 
Fairhtul expeQtarion of Heaven ſo de- 
» lightful here ; He may preſume thar 
Ph ſhallnor waht; /Divine alour to dic 
== cheerfully, wheohe is called '1o! rake 
# -— poſſetſion - of ' that iglorious- purchaſe 
- Which Chriſt hadmade- for' him Tſe 
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FT; is worthy. 'of dbſcryaridn, and our 
{mot ferions Medirations, :toſee how 
much all men IO afid all con- 
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cher they: ; are going, -urgit their .-nva 
COMes t@ be rumbl our. hnto rhe Pic; _- 
with as lirele tegard as'they wenr this 3 
wo wy d, Aron 2 
e (ame mind, ti onin 
«'uncaltc e, rathertfalvonce 
ly-ro wilwe/{ce their [Journeys 
ies ere a tend = 
tain any 'joyhul't arri 
chereat Laſt; Son Pha bye 
and Night, 'of courſe ' traaſports 
| hicher chough tied and: Crip ied by -:4 
.. various hardſhips in theit long Travel 
8 mn do 5; they might recs 7 
| _- hey ene 410 cate 2 
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” mother iiage offortows:, pains, and 
E  qrotibles; rather than to-alighr: from 
their Worcn-out os qr Cn reſt' a 
- _ while intheirown' Homes, thoughthey 
> knowthere:ismoorther way:to-pals un- 
= roiErmal Bliſs.;:Bur whencthey find 
> therwheelsz-/and-: Axel-trees : that bore 
FI :8ip, doycrack inder-gheir , heavy 
= | ens; paltalthopero carry themany 
Lobgerion z:then toi: lare,.-ehey; flatter 
themichves with/ryatn! hopes:to- flatter 
Gbd.as if they diddelite tobe-with Him; 
When:they:do:know that God doth 
{&c;-that-: nothing could by; them be 
= gdone,::toiktepthem longer from Him. 
> Fot which: great frailty in-.Mankind 
>” the only;ſureture is, to think of, an 
prepare:forv.our; joiirntys End: tall the 
way weraxel. thihe&; Angthen the. 
expettation olthatjoy, andthar-Glory 
we march rawards;. 'will {weetrn all,we 
ſaffer oniour:way:to- God: And hap- 
þy-are. thoſe men,that can pbtain grace 
re-.ttavelſo to Heaven, as ro gat-ſuch a 
maſt of thoke: Celeſtial joys 4n_their way 
thicker, as will make their-hearrs glad 
tothink they ſhall Arrive, where ahey 
areto Reſt for evex /in-peace;- and Glo» 
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[* we believe Charity to be a 'prume, 7 
Chriſtian Duty; to relieve the Poar. - 
by our guides and by our good couns. - 
cel, and vertuous lives, to reform ſug 
ners, How great an; offence is it! | 
Chriſtians tooppreſstheir Neighbor 
unjuſt power, and toſeduce others unt 
evilaCtions, orto defame, and. ſcands 
lize the moſt Innocent; on any deſig 
or for envy; and in-general to be mo 
eminently wicked than Heathens; as if 3 
we ſtroye in emulation to out-do,.the}® 
Devil in Malice and rapine,to ſhew.how*7 
we'car detyc all Chriſtian principles? 
that ſhould lead us unto our ſalvation; Fe 
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E who truly loves, deſires to be. 7 
much with his beloved ; and.it © 
God be that objett of. his heartsdelight; 
he will deſire to be ever with ,him, and 3 
may. aſſuredly have what he 1o defires,. © 
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by raiſing his ſoul in frequent Meditati»... + 
ons unto tke Diyine Preſence, where . 


God will ſometimes admit of histrank 
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ated affe: affect Hon in | raycr, to 


2 : degree of-hig- Celeſtial Blils; and 
awillom «oy id down his Holy Spi- 
y his heart with ſuch grow- 


to land! 
& comfort there, :as' will conlecrate 
t'to_be his Temple, where he will 
de' fo long as he finds a fincere wel- 


" And this Divine felicity, this 


ation with God; will invite fuch a 
nuntocontinual ambitious endeavors 
ger nearer, and nearer with delight, 
wardshisen tefirig Into the cternal joy 
F his beloved. "And by ſuch a dayly 
ratice, he will (find his hearr fo fill'd 
ith grace, and'ſo Armed with 'Ho- 
x. coura e, as to bealways ready zodie 
zhecrfully ; which is our only way to 
ſl w our loye, and our delire to be 
with God. And is the chief buſineſs 
that we wereborn for ; and when right- 
eerſtood, i9rhe fupremeſt plealure 
E can have on Earth, in our way to 
eaven, to be ever ſo ready for our 
Sammons thither, tharno crolles, loſles, 
or” -affiic ons in this world, nor all « 
10 ie 8 therein, ſhall be. able ro-give us 
puption'in in on co 
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me j-PReD a total' reſignation unto _ 


Ka zoffefſjon of Heaven, hisholy con-" 
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. world; and then'to Judge ingeniou 


. with wealth and honors, moſt elevated 


* {upream felicity, which will creat ſul 
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JF may ſometimes be uſcful-iwour e-. 
ditations, ro compare [mall concerags 
with greater, and fo to {crour freque 
rroublesoppotire unto-our delights int 


berweenthem ; and if our joyes do-wet 
down-the-ſcalcs; then to re-weigh t 
joyes below, with the joy and gloty? 
bove; that when we ate moſt Ladef 


with- the ſmiles and favours of great: 
Princes here; then to raiſe our ſouls un 
roa holy emulation with the Saints it 
Heaven, for Gods favor there ; as 


a purity of heart within us, as will bg 
moreconſtantly delightful, chan all chis* 
world can give us; And by ſuch a R&<* 
ſurretion from earthly pleaſures , ro® 
long after the next worl everlaſti 
| ovs,will fix ouraftctionsonthatcreraaFs 

lis, with a Divine tranſporting joy, 3 
coforeſce that glory we ſhall findpheme=—* 
ment We Expire. "2 I 
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egenerate Mais frequenrdeyout 
k Meditations, do rdile-in- him a: 
light to conve &ſo with God,” and 
1-increaſe that delight, unto 'the 
-immenle-joys;thatrheſoulofrhan 


teach bnearth: © Jrisliketheadding 
viphets to a formet '{umm' payable 
ma Banck of trealute that can'never 
pe cxbauſted ; but the” miore we : min]- 
Eply that ſcore, the more we may; and 
the 8reater ouraccount grows this way: 
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he lurer Wil-out payment. be; by fa 
ing our carthly joyes, unto the eyet- 


Eſting chain of Joys in Heayen. '* 
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Age 9.1. 12.r. willfofill it, p.to.Lx 


induced r. endxed, p: 14-1. 9. thi 
r. there, p. 25.1. 9. mark r. work, p..24 


1. 12. times r. As, Pp. 47.1. 8, concea 
r. cancelled, p. 49.1. 11. r. without. p.1 
|. x3. r: defpair, p. I51; 1. 19, of r,s 
P- 155. 1.9, r, marks they Wear, 


